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PREFACE. 



T H E Treatise now offlrcd to the attention of the 
Public, (althougli written ior the more immediate infor- 
m;ition and iustrisc'ioii of Constables,) it is humbly 
presumed will be found to contain details interesting to 
every meipber of the community, who may be desirous^, 
of knowing, without much trouble, in what manner th& • 
general Police of the country is conducted, .and how< ^ 
the peaceful subject is, or ought to be^ protected against ' 
those pubfic wrongs wliich render life an4 property;, 
insecure, .in cases where society is afflicted by the com- - 
onission of moral, pr^itical, or criminal offences. 

The Work in question may !>c considered as an epi- - 
torae of those guards which the Liiiislature and the 
Common Law have es'ablislied, forihc proiection of ihc 
innocent against ihe c imp' ion ol' iiK.rals, and other 
acts of minoi delinquency, inchiding the higher offences 
affecting life and pr( pcrLy: and also ior the security of 
the Sovereign and his Government against traitorous 
and seditious conspiiacies. 

As every individual in the general Intercourse of 
society, who may sufier an injury cognizable by law, • 
Jifis^ a claim upon the ministers of Justice for their 
assistance and protection, it cannot fail to be a matter 
of peculiar interest to know; under every circumstance, 
where reliefs is to be found, and how to procieed on 
every emergency when offences are first committed, 
with a view to that icdicbs which the nature of the. 
case may require. 

It is humbly presumed that this knowledge ^viil be 
acquired by an attentive perusal, ana by an occasional 
reference to the instnictions offered in ihh Treatise to 
the consideration of Constables. 

From the general arrangement of the Work, it will 
be seen that the laws now in being form an cxcclicuc 
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system of ethics : that they are in general well calcu- 
lated to repress most oi the evils which afBict society ; 
and that the inconveniences wliicli are experienced^ are 
chiefly to be traced to the imperfectron of the general 
system of Police, ^s it relates to their due and proper 
execution. 

This obvious state of things has excited in th« 
Author a strong and anxious desire to contribute^ as 
Tar as drcumstances will permit, to the improvemeint of ' 
this system, by explaining (in terms divested of tech- 
nical gb^cu^iLy j to every denomin:tti(ni of Peacu Officers 
those indispensable duties which they are called upon 
to perform, and which are necessary to give effect to 
executive Justice; by shewin;! them in the pro^^ress of 
their instruction, not only the evil tendency of the 
offences they are enjoined to repress, but also the ad- 
vantages whicli may be derived from zeal and activity, 
as well as the penalties and punishment which are 
attached to a: neglect of the various functions which 
Constables are imperiously called upon by the'Cohimott 
iLaw, and by the Legislature, to execute for the benefit 
of the public. 

To those who may be induced to honour this Work 
with an iiLeiilive perusal, it will be obvious how exten- 
sive and mterestinsi; th<^'.se function'^ havtr become in the 
progress of society ; and how much depends on this 
important trust being committed to abU^ prudent^ and 
ii2/^//(g'i?nHndiyiduals. >. 

' It will be here seen how much th^ublib loses by a 
relaxed system in the ghoice of omcers assigned to 
keep the peace ; and the objects which are to be gained 
by rational and practical improvements. 

It will also be acknowledged on the perusal of this 
Work, contrary to the vulj^ar prejudice, which has 
had too great a tendency to degrade the office and 
character of a Constable, that the duties required are 
now become so multiplied and extensive, and of such 
importance to the interests of society, that at least a 
certain degree of respectabilic/ ought to attach wherie 
so much depends on ibe proper exccutioii of t&rpowoi 
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which are in lAany instances conceded. That a know- 
ledge of the duty to be perionned should be an indis- 
pensable qualification ; and that probity and discretion 
to apply this knowledge usefully, should ever be in the 
view of those to whom the selection and the choice are 
committed. 

In proportion as these objects are attained, will the 
benents to the comnlunity be extended; not only as 
they apply to the improved state of morals, but also 

with respect to the public security in the diminution of 
crimes and other penal gilenccs. 

i ■ 

James Street, Westminitifp 
iQtb 'January, it^oj. 



ADVERTISE^IENT. 



7/f£ Author enUft€UHS a humble^ but confident fwpe, thai 
in addition to the admftiages which may arise from this 
Work, as they relate to Constables in particular^ and the 
Public in general — the acting Magistrates "may find it an 
usejul compendium with respect to not a fav oj those parti-- 
cular minor offences requiih/^ frequent appeals to their 
judgmcni and decision, in a summarj- waj^- ; while at ihe 
same time the Stalules which are qnoted will in some degree 
answer the purpose oj an Index, ly speedily directing the 
attention to fuller inJormcUion^ where conrit'ions become 
necessary. And it is jurther to be hoped, that the synopsis 
or sunrnary view which is ^ven, of the penalties applicable 
to those minor ojemes cognizable b/- Justices^ which do most 
frequentlj^ occur, nmy assist the niemofjr in cases where it 
may be found desirable to admonish and Jorewam the 
unwary, and to arrest the hands of evil doers, by a concise 
and familiar promulgation of the laws applicaUe to those 
ioeal or peculiar shades of detinqnencjr which do'mostgene^ 
rail/ prevail; and thereby to benefit society, by lessening the 
demand for punishment* . ^ 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

On the Ancient and Modem Practice^ as it relates to 
the Appointment and Funciwns of Constables and 
other Peace Ojficers ; with Suggestions Jot the Im^ 
provment of we System. 

It has been generally admitted, that the office of Constable is as 
old as the Monarchy of England. The Statute of Wmchestery 
m^de in the 13th year of Edward I. (anno 1285) appears to be the 
first instance on record, of any systematic arrangement^ ezplana^ 
tory of the functions and duties of peace officers. 

This act appoints two Constables to be chosen in every hun- 
dred, and such seeins to have been the attention ot the Legisla- 
ture, at that early period, to the police of the country, " That 
susprcious night-walkers are ordered to be arrested and detained by 
the zvalc b." Theiie Constables were also to make the view of 
armour f and present drfaults of armour^ and of suits of tswns and 
highways f and nub as lodge strangers in uplandisb tvwns^forwbisb 
ibey iviJl n$i answer.* 

A subsequent statute^ made in the 5th year of Edward III « 
cap. 14 (i332)» empowers Constables /j arrest persons Just 
pected of manslaughter, felonies, and robberies, and to deliver them 
to the sheriff" fo be heft in prison till the coming of the justices ** 
And another act, of the 34th of the same reign, cap. i, (anno 1361) 
empowers the justices (inter alia) ** to inquire after wanderers, to 
arrest and imprison suspicious persons of evil fame to give security 
for good behaviour, so that the people may not be troubled by rioterSf 
nor the peace blemished ; nor merchants, or others travelling on the 
highways, be disturbed^ or put in peril, by such offenders'' 

In the progress of society, it was found necessary not only to 
increase the number of peace officers, but also to extend their 
functions ; and» in addition to this, certain modifications appear 
to have taken place ; since, a superior officer* dfenon|inated zJiigb 
Ccw f/fl^/^, (who probably may have existed in some shape in the reign 
of Edward I.) was, after a certain period, found necessary, to preside 
over the inferior peace officers in each district \ and also, to exercise 
certain separate and distinct functions, applicable to the general 
p' .:e of the hundred^ franchise y lathe ^ rape^ wapentake, or division^ 

. .>rding to the vaiiuus names in diiiereut counties which are 
given to the district comprehending this ofiteer's jurisdiction* 

The High Constable was anciently^ under the feudal «ystem« 
chosen by^he sheriff of each county in his toum or peiambula* 
tions through tl^e county, while the other peace officers (who as- 
sume the different names of Constable^ Headborough, Thirdbirougbg 
Morwgbead^ Bonhoider^ Tithingman^ znAQtief Pledge)^ ytm^ in 



Digitized by Google 



X PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

i 

/ • 

procisiss df time, appointed by the Lords of the Leet, or what is 
genefalh' called the Leet Jury, onCoi^> where theaieward of the 
Lord of the particular Manur (for which Constables are to he 
choseti) presides. 

In modern times, howevct, it has been the custom to choose the* 
High Constables by a majority of the magistrates present at the ses- 
sions, or the grcaternnmber of the justices of thedivision.* With 
respect to the other peace officers, certain changes have also taken 
place, in the mode of appointing' them, since, m districts where 
no court lects are held, or have fallen into disuse, the Constables 
ase-i£hoijbii bv'the vestries of the parishes, and other authorities 
peculiar ti> cities and large towns ; and, in cases where leet juries* 
parishes, ror other authorities, onlit to choose peace officers, the 
}4jstices of the district take upon them, as conservators of the peace, 
to fill up chasms, by nominating and swearing Constables fo^ 
every village or pince, where none have been appointed ; and they 
have also authority to fill up vacancies in cases of death or re- 
moval within the year, that the police of the country may nut 
suffer an injury from the want of the usual number of peace 
ofiicers. ' 

By the 13th and I4.th of Charles II. ca^. 12, ii h tnacUd 
** thai if a Cffits/aMe dh^ or oui tf the parish y any two jtisiicii 
may make and swear a new otie^ until the Urd shall hold a leet, or 
until the next quarter sessions^, who shall approve of the officer so 
made,' or shall choose another^ And if any officer shall continue 
above a year, the justices, in sessions, may discharge him and put in 
• another J until the hrd shall hold a court.'* 

' Such is the practice, which prevails in the different counties of 
England and Wales, with respect to the choice and appointment 
of Constables. In the city of London the practice varies. Each 
^ the 25 wards is divided into precincts, the inhabitants of which 
Rcaninate the Constables each year on St. Thomas's day, who are 
afterwards appointed or rejected in the wardmote, and when the 
numb^^rs are complete, they are afterwards sWorn into office be- 
fore the Court of Aldermen on the next Monday after the 
Twelfth Day. But, besides the local Constables, the Corpora- 
tion of London exercises the privilege of appointing as many e?t- 
traordinary peace officers as the exigency of the case may seem to 
require, who have all the powers of Constables within the city. 

The regular Constables, according to ancient usage, ought to 
be freemen: but substitutes are allowed, and nearly two-thirds of 
the whole immber are, generally, of that description. In London ; 
an arrangement unavoidable, in the present state of society^ where 
so few are to be found, among the freemen, whose important 
pursuits will admit of that labour and attention which is now 

• Tn tlie City snd Liberty of Westminster there is an excepTi^n to t)iis^ 
Rule, tlic Hi^li C oiistdbie under the autliority of the Act jiil ui Qqq, li, 

cap. x7, being chosen by the High Steward and Leet jury* 
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I 

indispensable on the part of a Constable, who wilt conscientiously 
do his 4uty • Amons other functions, the waxdmote-inquest Con* 
stables, are enjoined by ancient usage, ** to certify the name, place 

of abode, and profession or trade, of every stranger, who shall 
^* come to inhabit in their precinct, and to keep a roll thereof i 
** for this purpose, they ought to make inquiry, at least once a 

month, what persons have lately come to lodge there, and if 
" they hnd tticy have been ejected from any other ward /^r biiii 
** livingf or any misdemeanor, and refuse to give security fur 

their good bih.ivi Mir, \^ arriing is to be given them, and also to 
" their laadloids, lhat they depart ; and on refusal, it would 
•* seem, by the laws of the city, that they may be imprisoned, 
** and their landlords lined a year's rent, agreed for by such new 
** comtf*'^Calthir : Qistmnt of Lofukn* 

By the statute of the 31 Geo. II. cap. 17, Constables, within 
the city and Iit>erty of Westminster, are chosen in the court leet* 
where the High Steward appointed by the dean of the cathe^ 
dral of St. Peter presides. The lect jury has a power to choose 
80 Constables, wiiose functions difter, in no respect^ fr^m peace 
officers in general. ^ 

In those parishes, in the cmmties of Middlesex and Surry, 
which now make a part of the metropolis, the Const al>!cs are 
chosen partly the lect juries (where such au^ieui inbiitutions 
have not fallen tntodisuse)^ and where. they do not exist, they arc 
chosen by the parishes, and sworn by the resident justices. 

But, besides the Constables chosen annually, under the diffe* 
rent establishments already mentioned, parliament has found it 
necessary to create a new class, generally denominated P^lict Cm» 
stablest who derive their powers immediately from the Legisla- 
ture. The act of the 32 Geo. III. since renewed by the statute 
• of the 42 Geo. ni. cap, 76, gives to 56 stipendiary Consta- 
bles, duly appointed and sworn by the justices of tlie seven public 
offices in Westminster, Middlesex, and Surry, — " All such 
** powers y privileges 3 and advantages y as any Constable now has, 0^ 
. ** hereafter may have^ by virtue of any law or statute now. made , or 

btrtifttr t9 h made,'* And another act, made in the 39th and 
40th year of Geo. III. cap. 87, for the mere effectual preventing of 

depredeHiem en the river Thmesp" authorises the three magis^ 
trates, appointed by his Majesty, to preside at the Thanles Police 
at Wapping, to employ and .swear in a superior and inferior class 
of stipcndary river and land officers, namciyj Firsts 30 police sur-» 
veyors, ** wit h f he authority of Constables, in the eounttes of Mid^ 

dleseXy Surryj Kent, and Essex, and the liberty of the Tower 
•* of London, and with the pnver of inspecting and directing the 

conduct of the other Constahu-s, under the control of the Thames 
** PqUcc fust tees ; and also^ all \persons employed in ships and ves- 
** sels on the River Thames, and the wharfs adjoining, within 
,** iheir jurisdieifien, for ihe purpose of preventing^ offences^ and of 

detecting 0ui e^ebefuling per§ws eemmsiti»g feleriiet; Uaremes, 
« emd mUdemmieri* Seemd, » competBDt numbed of per^% 
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xfi PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

« hmfing all tbi tmmon fowen of CanstahleSp in ih$ soul fwr 
counties and liberty y whtcb mtf 9ihtr CnutatU €an txtfdu with'" 
« in his ConstabUwiek,** 

Hence, in the progress of society, it appears, that various mo- 
difications have taken place in the ancient system, as it respects 
Constables, both with regard to the mode of appointment^ and 
the specific functions assigned to them to perlorm. 

During the pfcbcnt, and the six preceding reigns, the Legisla- 
ture has assigned a variety of new duties to Constables in general, 
which made jao part of their ancient functions. They are not 
now, as fbrmerlyy ministerial officers^ merely to preserve the 
king's peace, to prevent crimes and misdemeanors, and to detect 
and apprehend delinquents committing offences ; their duties at 
present extend to a variety of other objects, as they relate to the 
amiy, the militia, the revenue, and the parochial police^ ^c. as will 
appear in this work. They are called upon to execute a great va- 
riety of modern statutes, and are subject to penalties if ihey re- 
fuse or negleci to perform the duties assigned them. At the same 
time, advantages are held out as a stimulus to vigilance and acti- ' 
vity, by many modern statutes* which the Author of this Trea- 
tise has endeavoured to elucidate and explain. 

The result of this disquisition shews, that the original Institu- 
tions has unavoidably undergone a variety of modihcations» and 
that stipendinry Constables have been found indispensably necessary, 
atleast in the metropolis, to guard the public ngiinst acts of violence 
and dcprcdatioii. Substitutes, in consequence of the advanced state 
of society, appear to have become also, in some degree necessary, 
who may be considert:d as anoilier class of oilicers, with salaries^ 
since they receive a certain annual gramity from their principals^ 
for performing the duties of their , office* \ 

Ilencey it appeals* that there exist, at present^ six different 
classes of Constables in t^is kingdom. 

ist. Parochial Constables, under the ancient system, to whom 
It fs assigned, gratuitously, to txecute the duties of peace officers^ 
for the year in which they are chosen. 

2d. Substitute Constables, who may he considered, in a certain 
degree, as stipendiary officers, in as much as they voluntarily take 
upon them the duties, in conset^uence of the remuneration giant- 
ed them by their principals. 

3d. Spedai Constables, who are appointed by justices on the 
spur of the occasion to execute ^some specific duty ^ for which they 
are generally rewarded, and where the act of the 40 of Geo. Ill, 
cap. 78, has provided iFor their expenses. 

4th. Constables, under the seven public offices in the metropo- 
lis, who have salaries. 

5th. Thames Police Surveyors, and subordinate Constables^ 
having jurisdiction on the river and its vicinity, ditto. 

6th. Bow-street Constables ^ind Patroles, who have also salaries. 
%. . It is highly probable, that the number of stipendiary Consta- 
J}leS| acting in the character of substitutes^ in the different great 
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towns and opulent districts in the kinedom, have greatly increas- 
ed of late years* although i: is impossible to ascertain to i^iiat ex- 
tent ; buty wherever this h found necessary, and that such an 
indulgence is granted to the' principal, the public interest requires 
that the person who is accepted as a deputy, should possess all the 
qualifications necessary to guarantee to the community, an ahle^ 
/aith/uly and prudent discharge of the duty assigned him. He 
■ ought (as the law requires), to be idoneus homoy possessing the 
three qualifications which are indispensably necessary in the prin^- 
cipal who he represents, namely : • 

I . Honesty, to execute his office without malice, aifection, or 
pariiaiity. 

9. Knowledge, to understand his duty in all its branches. 

3* Ability, as 'well in estaliszs in tody, to enable him to act 
'with firmness and independence, that the public interest may not 
suffer through want or impotency. 

And, to ensure these advantages to t]ie community, it might, 
perhaps, prove beneficial, if all substitutes were rejected who 
could not And security for the proper execution of the office. 

Constables. Substitute!. 
In the city of London, out of about 250 there are about 150 
In the Cit^ and Liherty of Westminster 80 in 1802 - 31 
In the division of Holborn . - • 96 ditto - 19 
In the division of Finsbury - • • 83 ditto - 20 

'^^df^^y'^.'^'^fT^^.'} ditto - 64 

In^di^«mprehcnding &uthO ^^^^^ ^„ ^5 

— . , ■ - 

' Total Parish Constables 832 330 
Deduct Substitutes 330 

Toul Priiicipuls - 502 Substitutes 330 

In the whole of the metropolis, therefore, there appears to be 

five diiFerent classes of peace officers, namely : 

ist. Parochial Constables, serving in their own rigbt gra- 
tuitously, about - - - - - - - ^02 

2d. Stipendiary Parochial Substitues, receiving a stipend 

from their principals, about - - - L - 33© 

3d. Ditto, Police Constables, at the seven public ^ 

offices, established by Act of Parliament - 56 832 

^th. Ditto, Police Surveyors Constables, and 
Water Officers at the Thames Police, estab* 
lishcd by Act ot Parliament, about - - - 80 

^th. Ditto, Bow-Street Officers and Patroles, to 
prevent and detect highway robberies, &c. &c. 77 



Total in the metropolis 1045 
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Thusy it would seem* that tmpeiiotisnecesBityy arising from the 
pretent state of society and manntfSy has rendered |jt impossible to 
execute the duties assigned to Constables in large and opulent 

communities, without resorting to stipendiary officers to a certain 
extent, and hence the pmpricty is ohvious of selecting fit and able 
men, and such as are qualified according to law. A reierencc to 
the various multiplied duties, explained and detailed in the suc- 
ceeding pages, points out this necessity in the strongest colours, to 
those to whom it is assigned, to appoint peace officers. 

Wherever the same system* witii regard to substitutes, applies to 
the principal cities and large towns in other parts of the kingdom » 
a similar caution is necessary ; and as the principals, in all instances^, 
are at least virtually understood to be answerable for any default or 
misconduct on the part of their deputies* such principals ought not 
to grudge a small additional expense to procure reputaole and fit men 
to represent them : and, :ibove nH, to reject those who solicit 
such an office tor a trifling premium, since such solicitation indi- 
cates a desire, on their parts, to avail themselves of the power 
with which it invests them, either to turn it into a rcni ot oppres- 
sion, or lo afford them the means of accepting bribes {or concealing 
cff'encesy or compounding felonies j ur oiherwise extorting ox receivings 
money to omit names ^ In their returns of persons eligible to serve 
on juries, or in the militia, or to screen publicans or otherst from 
their just proportion of soldiers who ought to be Quartered upon 
them ; or to omit reporting disoxderly ale-houses* bawdy-houses» 
illegal lotteries, and Other nuisances. 

When substitutes arc less than half paid for fair and hmest la- 
b^ur, which must at all events be performed in the course of the 
year, they must resort to undue means, in many instances, to 
make up the difference. The labour, particularly as it applies to 
the militia returnsy* to the billeting soldier:^ jurieSy attendance upon 
the courts of justice y and otlier indispensable duties^ is so excessive, 
and occupies so much time, and requires so great a degree of 

• The 244 Consiables, in the diflmnt Dhrisionsof Westminster, Holb<mi» 

and Finsbury, return annifally above 70,000 names of persons eligible to serve 
in the Mihtia. In the Division of the Tower Hamlets and Southwark the 
number returned annually is probably more :— the labour of which, if con- 
ducted with probity and accuracy, must be allowed to be excessive : to illus* 
trate w hich, the following summary view is given of tlie number of Coji* 
stables and homesy and ulso the population of tiie different uiilitia divuuons and 
sub-divisions in the Metropolis, viz, 

JKvinons. Coosublei* Houses. P«pulitioiu 

' isk. City of London - - . 18,338 I29,5e8 

5 City and Liberty of Westminster - 80 1^,219 t^Z^I* 
Division of Holborn • - • • g6 st,8tj 175,880 
Division of Finsbury - - - 83 10>939 73i268 
^d. Tower Hamlets, and Liberty - - 236 3»>952 189,293 
4Ui« Setttbwarkt and Vidnity - - - 87 24,170 137 745 

Out Paruliet in the If etropolii not included in the > ^ 
ib<»vtX>ifUittu . - . . J • I ^ *'939 



Digitized by Google 



PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. xv 

acctiracy nnd attention, that wo man can, with justice to him«;elf, 
undertake this and the other indispensable duties of a substitute^ 
for the common premium from 5I. to lol. a year. 

From the vast importance ot the duty of a Constable, as ex- 
plained in this Work, and from the great interest which the public 
at lar^e must naturally feel, with .respect to its due and proper 
execution ; it is sincerely to be hoped tnat it may produce an im« 
provement in the system, with respect to the choice of peace offi- 
cers hereafter. It is of the utmost consequence to society, that 
they should be men of good moral character, and, in a certain de- 
gree respectable ; and, were the remuneration for substitutes, 
more adequate, it is not improbable, when all the other advan- 
tages are considered, which are detailed in the following pages 
Tand which, it h believed, were never, till now, before the public 
in the same collected view), that men of intelligence, who have 
preserved their integrity, under the frowns of fortune, would be 
found, who would offer themselves as substitutes, and who would 
devote their time and attention to the various duties of the office, 
and execute the same with zeal, accuracy, and pi^obity. 

From those, who scrvie in their own right, it is to be feared 
tlv.it little more can be expected than what is hdhpensably neces'- 
saryy Inasmuch as it is a duty of compulsion which is undertaken 
reluctantly, and executed T(j mo extent beyond what is found to be 
unavoidable ; and without any other object than to pass through 
their year without incurring penalties by omitting to do that wiiich 
the law specifically requires, and which can^ on no accooot, be 
left undone. 

It is, therefore (with perhaps some exceptions), . ^om pc^ce 
oiHcers and respectable substitutes only, that vigour and energy in 
all the ramifications of duty arc to be looked for, and therefore 
the improvement of the system with respect to Deputy Consta* 
bles becomes a most Important desideratum. 

These observations apply to eveiy populous community in the 
kingdom. Constables arc the principal engines by which the 
laws are to be put in execution, and it is of the greatest impor- 
tance that they should be stealous, active, and tfictent* The ob- 
ject of this publication is to affbid them^an opportunity of under* 
standing their duty without much trouble» by details which are, 
for the most part, familiar and easily understood, in as much as 
they are divested of technical phraseology, and calculated to make 
an impression on the mind, while, at the same time, they hold 
out a stimulus to exertion by means of the collected view which 
is given of the rewnrd^ tor services performed, and the penalties 
which are attaclied to inattention and neglect of duiy. 

If what has been thus written and pubiislicd shall produce the 
desired effect, and if, by a more select choice of peace officers, 
better instructed than at present, the morals of the people shall be 
improved, and penal offences diminished, the author will consider 
himself as amply rewarded^ in the beneiUs which will thus result 
to his country. 
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<SjcpIaitatt0n of tfie batiou^ f imttiotus? anh Wntic^ of 

a i^igii ConftaUe. 

The functions of a High Constable have become so important 
and interesting, not oiilv as they regard the peace and good order 
of sociel), bi*i also wiili luspect to his Majesty's army, aiarines^ 
and the militia, as well as other modern duties hereafter to be ex> 
plained^ that the Justices in Sessions^ to whom it is now for the 
most part assigned to choose this officer^ cannot be too select with 
respect to the person to whom this important trust is to be confided. 
He ought not only to be a man of some substance, but also a per* 
son of intelligence, and of an irreproachable character, poi^essing 
zeai, couragejJSmuusSf prudence f and discretien, 

Spetifie Duties ef a High OmsitiU. 

Respecting the Instruction and Discipline rf the Petty ComlabUs^ Ifcm 

I. The High Constable having the superintendance and direc- 
tion of the Petty Constables, Headboronghs, and other Peace 
Officers in his hundred or division, his first concern ought to be 
(after they are chosen) to possess himselt of a list of their names, 
places of abodcy and occupations, distinguishing with accuracy 
xha principals from the substitutes. — His next duty will be to in- 
form hims^elf with respect to the general character, powers, and 
abilities of each individual svrom into office, that in cases of 
Merg^ncy he may Itnow upon whom he can place the greatest 
dependence. It will be further necessary at the first meeting to 
explain to the body at large, not only the great outlines of the 
duty they have pledged themselves to perform, but to point out 
the means of further instruction, and to urge the necessity of their 
losing no time in acquiring the necessary information to enable 
them to execute the duties of their otiice with credit to themselves, 
and with advantage to the public. And above all, to ii7i press upon 
their minds that it is the peculiar and bounden duty of the High 
Constable to present all Petty Constables and other Peace Officers 
to the Court, who are remtss in their duty, ur other wise careless 
or inactive In repressing disorders, and in bringing to justice 
offenders within their respective districts, or ne^lectml with re* 
spect to the precepts of the High Constable, or immoral in their 
own conduct, or corrupt in the execution of any of the powers 
and duties which are assign^ them to perform. 

And that the public may know where to apply for a Constable 
on any emergency, it would be proper to instruct each Petty 
Constable, as soon as possible after he is sworn into office, to leave 
a card with his name and place of abode at every house within 
his constabievvick, ward, district, precinct^ or manor^ &c. 
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JDuty oflbt High Constabk as it relates to Offences Uoding to tbt 

Corruptioyi of Morals. 

II. It is the duty of the High Constable, and indeed he is par- 
ticularly required by his oath of office, t > fake cognizance of, and to 
present all offences within hi'-' hiindrc i or division which lead to 
the corruption of morals ; namely, breaches of the Lord's Da\^ dtS" 
orderly alehousfs^ druKlcmesSy prsfane cursing and swearin^t baivdy^ 
bouses and brothelSf lewiness and debauchery, venders of obsceru and 
indecent pictures and books, gaming houses and illegal htteries^ and 
disorderly bwses ftr music and dancings not licenced by tbe Magis* 
t rates. Also to apprehend, or cause to be apprehended* all per«« 
sons committing breaches of the peace, aqd also idle and disorderly 
persons, and rogues and vagabonds, as described in the Act of 
17 Geo. II. cap. 5, and other Acts ; and further, on receiving a 
warrant from two or more Justices, to issue hfs precepts re- 
qtjring the attendance of the Petty Constables and other Peace 

. Officers within his division, to make privy search for rogues and 
vagabonds so described, that they may be dealt with according to 
law.—- 4^/^ page i to 10 in this Treatise, 

Duty of tbe High Constable as if relates to tbe Prevention ^Crimes 

and the Apprehension of Offenders. 

III. It is further the duty of the HIl^Ii Constable to do his 
utmost to put the laws in force as they relate to the pr.venti'^in of 
crime Sy aiid the detection and apprehension of all persons ia a 
course of criminal delinquency \ and with this view to enforce* 
both by precept and example, the necessity of vigilance and acti- 
vity on the part of the Petty Constables and other Peace Officers 
within his division ; and also to instruct them as to the means of 
rendering their exertions in this respect efficient and beneficial to 
tbe public— page ti totj in this Treatise* 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to Punishments. 

IV. The High Constable* on receiving a precept from the 

Sheriff of the county, to as?;emb!e the Petty Conatables for the 
purpose of preserving the peace, and maintaining decency and 
good order during the execution of malefactors or the punishment 
of offenders, is bound to bring forward snch civil force as the pre- 
cept directs, and on most occasions it will be proper that he 
attends in person, to see that the Peace Officeia do their duty.— 
Seepage 18 in this Treatise. 

Jiuty of the High Constable as it relate^ to Courts o/yusticom 

V. The High Constable, on receiving the Sheriff 's precept, is 
bound to summon such a number of Petty Constables and other • 
Peace Officers as the said precept shall mention, to keep order* 
^lecency* and' science in the Cofurts of Justice;, and also to attend 

ft 
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occafionally in person to sec that they do iheir du|y ; takipg ca»te 
howfver to issue precepts in regular rotation, that each Petty 
Constable may haye an ^c^ual shafc of ths df^y. — Sf£ pugf i$ qnd 

pufjf tf(h€ Higk C$»^(0ib!9 g$ if rehtUt U Jitr^r^* 

VT. In like manner it is the duty of the Ifigh Conitablp* 

Sphere this dut}^ i$ not performed if himself) to see that the Petty 
onstables tn his division are punctual and regular in delivering 
in to the Coi<rt, at the l^fichaeinias Sessions yearly, tru^ Lists of 
iSersons qualified to serve as Jurymen.-^j«r pitfe 19 in tbir 
Treatise* 

Duty ^ the Higl Const^hh at if r^htte^ tp Coroners yfiries, 

VI T. It is further the duty of the High Constable, where the 
precept ot ihc Coroner within his hundred or division is directed 
to him for the purpose of returning a Jury of Inquest, to ob^ the 
tame punctually » according to the directions in fnge 19 in this 
Treatise. 

i)uty 0/ High Constables as ii relates io Elections * 

VIII. I a the evt nt of ckcthnSy or county or other pifefings 
called by the Shcriil, it is tlie duty of the High Constable punc- 
tually to obey his precept, and to assemble the whole of the Peace 
Officers in his hun<lred or ciivision, or such number as may be re- 
quired, and to attend with the said ofBcers at the time and plac^ 
appointed, for t'.e purpose of preserving peace and good order.—- 
^ee page 10 in this Treatise. 

Duty of the High Cii^stabU as it relates to Moh, "lumults^ and 

Riots, 

IX. In cases where tumults or riots are apprehended, or have 
actually taken place within the hundred or division, it is the 
bounden duty of the High Constable instantly to assemble tlic 
Peace Officers, for the purpose of preserving the peace,* and ap- 
prehending the rioters; and on receiving a precept from the 
Sheriff or from two Magistrates, requiring the assistance of the 
High Constable ai^d other Peace Officers to quell riots and tumults 

, in any neighbouring division, he is bound to pay due obedience, 
and to proceed with his Petty Constables and other Peace OfTicers 
to the pKice mentioned, and there to do his uttr.ost (by a proper 
arrangement of the trjrce under his chaige) to suppress the said 
riots, actjng iindir the dirccti'^n of such Magistrates as may be 
*j>re£ent, in apprchcnuiiig ciicnders,* — See page 20 in this Treatise, 

* 0/40 Geo. in. cap. 7$. Ao allowance is to be made to the High Con* 

stable out of the county rates for extraordinary expense? incurred in tfic 
execution ot his 4uty, in case$ of tumuitf or riot, or ieioay^-^Ste page ^ m 
tthkT-reatia. 
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J^ff 4 the Wth as it rfiatis t§ fsm. 

. On {he firit mltc df th« fcalKmity of fird nvirhin the hltri- 
d>t^ 6f 49ivis2f)fj, h is ihh dbtt af iht High Consttbte to issiemblej 
aOf soon as possible, the Pea<(e Officii l^Iihin his jt rilsdicttnn, and 
t6 t«pdr hiini^if i6 the ijioti i^rid follow the direcdoni ia 

iiuiy cjf th$ tiigk &fnii^ as it rielafes tp Pire -works and tjfun' 

povffler, 

XI. On those occasions, where fire-works, rqckets^.and sqfiibs 
«re thrown in ttje streets* to the jtiinoyance of the inhabi- 
tant^ <if £ttt«s and townsy-it is the duty of the High Const;:b!6 to 
instruct the Peace Officers in his divfsidri to protect the public 
against the danger arising frOm such nmsancH» and to b ing the 
offenders to jnstice. Also to proceed against persons who Iccep a 
larc:' r q'J entity nf gunpowder than the law alidws.— -4^^/ fagi 21 
and 22 fit this Treatise^ 

Duty of High Constables at it rtkteS to the Public Safdy. 

XII. The High Constable, among other duties, ha^ it assigned 
to Mm to pay aticniion to whatever may relate to j^eciirity of 
the pnbli ' ngainst i^ywry or danger; for this purpose it is incumbent 
upon him, when mad or furi 'US persons, or lunatics, are wan- 
dering in he streets, (see 17 Gtro. II. cap. 5, s'-c. 2o,j or when 
idle and disorderly persons arc driving cattle furiously, or him'inij 
bullocks, or where offences are committed hy persons driving 
carts or other carriages, or whire nuijiance^ exist in any sha^e 
i^ithth his division, to take itieastire^, with the a^'Sistatice 'f the. 
Peace {Officers, for the purpose of r^fnbving the danger, ei.her by 
apprehending the- pier^ons^ or prosecuting or presenting the .oN 
fender^.— page 2yf9 27 ineiusive in this Treatise, 

liutf of the High Constable as It relates h univholesoitie Pnvisiotts^ 

and fi'ti^hts and Measuies. 

XI II. It is the duty of the High Const .bl?; to present all per- 
sons exposing to sale unwholesome wr^7/,_yf J A, butter^ cheese^ hrejd^ 
or fi'.hcr pr! -visions wiinin his hundred or divi i^M, o. to pr<)Cee(l 
against the off. t ders in a summaiy Wtjy, in all casts wiiere the 
Justices have legal juri^dict^o^. It is further his duty to take c 
niz.ance ot false or dctici.nt wei^iits and measures ; and to 
instruct the Petty Cotisiablcs in .their subdivisi ms to kcip a 
watchful eye on all frauds of this nature committed on the public, 
with a view to bring the otfendcrs to justice— ~<^V^ page 2B, 29, 
a»i 30 in this T reattse. 

Duty of the High Constable as it relates to the Public Rt venue. 

l"hc Jligh Constable, ahhur^h nut .'pccialiy called upon (ex- 
cepting in sume speci^c insiaiicesj to give his pcrsoudi attendance 
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in ptitting the laws in force, as they relate to the public revenue. 
Yet he is bound to inforcc the due execution of the same, on the 
part of the Constables under his direction. Where gangs of 
smu^^lcr*. infest the sea-coast, or any pari of the countjy, or 
are round lurking or passing ihroiieh hh hundred, ors'ivision, he is 
bound to assist the Officers of His Majesty' Revenue, with the 
whole civil force of his district, and to attend in person when re- 
quircdy for the purpose of securing the oi!enders and the contraband 
articles in their possession.*— pagf 30 to 32 in the Treatise* 

Duty cf the High Com table as is relates to His Majesty's Forces, 

XIV. Various Acts of the Lei^islature assign a particular duty 
to be performed by the I li^b Con' table, and inflict penalties where 
default is made with rc^^pcci to the precepts to be issued to 
Petty Constables, as diitcted by the lau relative to the Militia, 
(see p. 33) ; or as it relates to the qiiarteving of soldiers, or to the 
provision of carriages for His Majesty 's Forces on their marches, 
ivhich makes it indispensably necessary, that as a greater degree of 
responsibility attaches to the High Constables with respect \o the 
armyi than to many otl;er functions reqittred to be performed by 
Constables, he should make himself master of the whole of the detail 
of these duties, that his superintendence may be rendered effectual 
in executing this important branch of the public service, as it may 
'relate to those under his direction. 

There is however one important duty as it respects tl.e billeting 
of officers, soldiers, and marines, which rests with the High Con- 
stable alone \ and which ret^uircs, on his part, great accuracy and 
attention, that the burthen may fall as equally as possible on those* 
"who are subject to quarter the military* As all orders for this 
purpose, at least in great cities and towns and populous districts, are 
addressed by the commanding oHlcer to the High Constable, who 
usually sends his precepts to the Petty Constables, directing them 
to issue billets for a certrjin number of men to he quartered in 
each Constablewick : in order to do this with accuracy, the High 
Constable ought to have in his possession a correct list of all pub- 
licans and others, subject to quarter soldiers in each Petty Con- 
stables ward or district \ and before he issues his preceuis, he 
ought to apportion the whole equally throughout his hunared or 
division, unless some peculiar circumstances should render it ne* 
ces!,ary, in Consequence of a representation frotn the commanding 
officer for reasons beneficial to the public service, to depart for a 
short time from the rule prescribed by law ; which is, to ** Billet the 
** Officers a fid Sohirers equally mid prop'rtionallyy according to the 
** nutnber to be quartered^ and of the houses subject to receive them;** 
and particularly, that no precepts shall be issued **/or the delivery 
'* of Billets for more men tban are ejfective and present to be quartered,** 
With a view to further information with respect 10 this branch of 
dutyi and other directions , respecting His Majesty's Forces la 
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general, all High Constables are particularly referred to page 33, / 
34> 35» 37> 39» 4°» 4-^' Treatise. ' » 

///^A Constable as it relates to Seditious an4 Traitorous 

XV. Every High Constable having in the course of his duty*' 
frequent communications with the Petty Constables and other 
Peace Officers under his directton> itjs absolutely necessary that 
he should urge them to be vigilant and attentive in discovering 
'whether meetings for seditious rOr traitorous (yurposes ^re held in 
any house or place within tlieir respective districts; and where a 
suspicion is excited, it is incumbent on every Hi^h Constable to 
exert himself (exercising all possible discretioii and prudence) for 
the puipo<;e of developing the whole circumstances upon which 
such suspicion is founded ; and where there are just grounds lobe 
apprehensive of ai:y criminal design, no time should be lost in dis- ]^ 
dosing the whole to the acting Magistrates of the district, whose 
directions must afterwards be followed.— pa^e 42 ami im 

this Treatise, 

Various Functions peculiar to Petty Constables explained in this 

XVI. It will be at least useful to every High Constable to 
know the various duties which are assigned in a more especial 
degree, to the Petty Constables and other Peace Officers, as they 
relate to distresses and sale of goodsy the execution of common and 
search warrantSy ahus^ of powe/ ^ ciLajn-Sf and ihc precautions which 
are necessary in serving summonses; and the more particularly, as 
all High Constables (if they will) are authorized to perform these 
functions: for an explanation of which^ and also the duties assigned 
to Petty Constables who watch at the Watch-houses in rotation, 
soe page 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49> 5^* S^f ^»<^53 Treatise, 

Licencing Alehouses, 

XVII. It is the duty of the High Constable, on receiving an 
order from the Justices at the special meetings for Licencing Ale- 
houses, to issue his precepts 10 the Petty Constables and other 

Peace Officers, requiring them to attend the Justices at the time » 
and place appointed for Licencing* the Alehouses, situated and 
being in his hundred or division, with a true list of all persons ' 
who have sold ale, beer, or other liquors, at any time during the 
preceding year in the said division ; and also, such observations as 
a regard to truth, a Justice warrants such Petty Constables, Scc» to 
make with respect to the conduct of the said publicans, as it may 
relate to keeping good rule and order in their houses during the 
year,* and how far they have conformed to the terms and con- 
ditions ot their respective recognizances. And it is incumbent on 
the liigh Constable^ personally to attend such special meetings of 

» * See Appendixj No» I. 
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the Justices. for Licensing Public Houses, not only to notice and 
to report such petty Constables, &c. as may be deficient in duty» 
or absent i but also to preserve regularity by bringing forwani the 

J}ublicans according to their parishes, that when approved by the 
[unices, they may entfer Into recognlzancb and feceiVe ^helr 
icences. And further, with a view to general siiperiiitehdali^ei 
It is ht that every High Constable should possess himself of a list 
of all alehouse-keepers, their stgntf &c. within his division. And 
"when any disorderly conduct on the part of any of the said pub- 
licans falls within the view of the High Constable, or comes to 
his knowledge, it is also Ht that h€ should make inquiry into the 
nature of the same ; and when any thing tending to seditious or 
traitorous designs, or other ofFcuccs against taw is discovered, to 
lose no time in communicating such information as he may obuiu 
to the Magistrates, that proper measures may be pursued for the 
purpose of averting the evil. In this as in all other respects, great ' 
caution and circumspection are necessary ; and it ought eter to 
kept in view by all chief Constables, that most of the evils, which 
the law requires them to watch over and to repress, have their 
origin in ill- regulated public houses, conducted by profligate 
worthless alehouse-keepers, who by resorting to various devices 
(against which, in large soeiciies, it is difhcult to guard Magis- 
trates) obtain licences for the worst and mow mischievous purposes. 
See page 3 in this Treatue, 

hnnd-Tax* 

XVIII. It is the duty of ihe High Constable to obtain the 
duplicates of the assessments ot the 1 and-Tax trom the assessors, 
and to deliver in the same upon oath toihe Justices assembled in 
Quarter Sessions. 

Highways and Brlr/rf, Nuisances, Gfr. 

XIX. It is the duty of the High Constable to present all defects 
of highways and bridges, and the names ot thohc vN ho ought to 
repair them: also the common nuisances in the streets or high- 
ways> and likewise forestallers, regraters, and ingrossers, dec. 

Couniy Rate, 

XX* The Hl^ Constable is required to collect the ratte laid 
bv the Justices in Sessions, commonly called the County Raik^ 'within 
his hundred or division ; and every Qi'^^^^'' Sessions, or oftener If 
required, to pay the sums so collected to the County 1 reasuter, 
whose receipts shall be sufficient. 

The Act ot the 12 Geo. 11. cap. 29, sec. 2. Requires the 
High Constable, at si.ch tiuie as the Justices by their order in 
Sessions shall direct, to receive tr< in the Church-Wardens and 
Overseers, the rales assessed by the ^aili Jucticcs on eacii parish or 
pisce, and to demand the same in ^litiiig, according to thfe follow* 
SDgform; 
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{To the Church- Wardens and Overseers of the Poor 
of the Hundred y T<fwnship, Parish^ Hamlet ^ 
Mf^noTy Frec:nct or Place (as the case mav be.) 
** By virtue of an Order from His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
** in and for the said County, on their Gfiierul Quarter Ssssioiis 
♦* assembled, you are hereby required in thirty days time from 
** your receipt ot liiis precept, to pay to me out ot ihe money by 
** you collected, or to be collected^ for the relief of the poor, the 
** wm of £ . being your proportion towards the general County 
** rate, for repairing Bridges and Gaols, the relief of prisoners 
«* therein, and in the King's Bench and Marshalsea ; for repairing 
** the Shire Hall, fcpairing and furnishing the House of Cor- 
** rection with the silr'.ry of the Keeper thereof, the Treasurers 
** salary,, tlie Coroners tees, the charges concerning Vngrants, 
*• Soldiers Carriages, conviccing Tiid transporting Felons and other 
County charges, and licreio you arc not to fail at the peril that 
*• shall casuc.'** 

Given under my hand this day of 

A. B. High Constable. 

N. B. In the Counties of ITorkf Derby ^ Durham, LancastiTp 
Cbeifer, M^estmarthndf Cumberland and Northumberland, by the 
12 Geo. 11. csp. 29, sec* 4. The Justices in Sessions ifiay, if 
they think fit, order the sums arscsscd in name of County rate to 
be levycd by the Petty Coi'.stablc, as above directed in such cases 
where no rate is made tor thf poor, and then such Petty Constables 
are to pay the money so collected by them, to the High Constable 
of the hundred or division, upon an order similar to the above. 

By the same Act, the High Constable is required to deliver in 
a true account on oath (if required) before the Justices in Sessions 
of the money received by him ; and if he neglects or refuses to de- 
mand or levy the said rates, or to account to the Justices, they ' 
may commit him to the common gaol until be shall cause such 
rates to be levieil, and until he rende rs a true account ; and if he 
retains money in his liands what oii^ht to be paid over to the 
Treasurer, he may be committed until paii. 

Expenses Vagrants* 

By the Act of the 17 Geo. II. cap. 5. The High Constable is 
to pay the Petty Constables, on an order from a Justice, the re- 
wards for apprehending Vagrants, and on refusal, «; fine of apx, ' 
may be inflicted. But a subs quent Act of the 26 Geo. II. directs 
that the Treasurer of the C'Mintv sIkiH pay the same to the Petty 
Constables in all ca5cs, where the \\\A\ Constable has not suf- 
ficient money in his hands to pay the expenses of maintaining and^ 
conveying Vagrants, £ic. • 

Levying Penoltki. 

XXIL By the 41 Geo. III. cap. 85. The High Constable, 
on lecclvingsa account of fines or lorfeituxes inflicted by Justices^ 



»xiv EXPLANATION OF THE WTIES OF 



shnl! transmit an account thereof to the Petty Constables, for the 
informati m of persons within their Constab'cwicks who may be 
intitled to receive the same, that they may, on having due notice, 
apply to the resident Justice for the share, or shares, to which they 
may be intitled* 

Expenses of the High Con it able* 

XXIII. The High Constable, it would seem, has the same 
claim to he reimbursed for his expenses as the Petty Constables" 
2nd other Peace Officers in all cases, where they fall within any 
of the Legislative provisions detailed in the 53d, and 54th pages of 
this Treatise, (except the reimbursement of such expenses as are 
otherwise provided for by iaw.)— And as the. duty performed, is 
arduous and gratuitous, they owe it to themselves to bring forward 
sef^ularly all ^tfur^/'Jir disbursements on account of the publfCt ac- 
cording to the circumstances of the case, with a view to such 
xeimbursement of actual expenses as the law allows. 

Abuse of Power* ' 

XXIV. It is of the greatest importance (hat every High Con- 
stal)1e shi>uld well understand the extent of the powers (.•on^rniitcd 
to liim by law , that he may not, through ignorance or inadvcricnev, 
licence acts of Vagrancy, or sanction abuses which he is parti- 
cularly called upon to suppress. 

Wnerever vulgar opinion, or erroneous practice in former 
cases, have led High Constables to suppose they may permit 
booths to be erected, or stages for mountebanks, or places to be 
opened for the theatrical representation of strolling players, they' 
are now told that such permission is not only illegal and highly 
reprehensible in them; but that it is a permission which no Ma* 
gistale has a power to grant, far less an inferior officer. 

A High Constable therefore, who values his own character, 
and wishes to execute his office with reputation, and to screen 
himself from penalties, will carefully avoid every act tending to 
mn abuse of power* 

Conclusran. 

If prudence, dii>cretion, and a knowledge of the duty assigned 
is necessary with respect to the Petty Constables, it is still more 
sc>, if possible, as it relates to the High Constable, to whom they 
are taught to look up for advice and assistance. He ought, there* 
^ fore, not only to show a good example, by a conduct exhibiting on 
every occasion the utmost prudence and discretion, but also, by a 
proper degree of zeal and activity in executing the important trust 
leposed in him. 

It is thus that the public interest is to be promoted, and credit and 
lionour acquired by meritorious and discreet officers, in accom- 
plishing objects of ihe greatest importance to the peace ^ad good 
Otder of Society. 
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High ConstabUf^Oatbf of OjgUf. 

By the Act of the i Geo. I. stat. a, cap. 13. High Constables 
are tequired to take* the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abju* 
ration.— Original} , the oath of office specified all the ancient 
functioii^ assigned to High Constables to perform ; but while some 
•of these have fallen into disuse, and are become obsolete, while 
new duties have been imposed in the progress of Society, it is 
not usual to comprehend the whole in au oath expressed in 
e^nerai terms, similar to that which is administered to the Petty 
Constables. 

Qath of Office generally administered to all Petty Constailes and Peaci 
Officers^ on their entering upon their Office, 

*^aa shall swear that you will well and truly serve our Sove^ 
-reign Lord the King:, in the Office of Constable for the (here 
** mention the Constablewick), for the Year next ensuing, or until 
you shall be thereof discharged by due course of law :— You 
*^ shall see the King's peace kept, and keep all such Watch and 
** Ward as are ii^uaTly accustomed and ought to be kept; and you 
shall well and truly do and execute all other things belonging 
to the said Office^ according to the best of your^skili and 
knowledge.'* 

So help you God. 

Appointment of a Deputy Constable for some specific Duty* 

It A B, Constable of C, in the County of D, do hereby make 
substitute and appoint E F, Yeoman, my true and lawful deputy, 
during my will and pleasure, for,'^(here state the particular 
ptnrpose.) 

Given under my hand this day of 

1803. A* B* 



• INTRODUCTION. 

T 

L HE present state ot morals, and of criminal delinquency, rencTer- 
ing it of great importance that not only the laws now' in being 
for^ the prcvcniion and suppression of all offences injurious to 
society^ and the penalties which attach to Constables and Peace- 
Officers for neglecting to put these laws into execution, shouIJ be 
generaHy hoztm,* but also that Directions particularly adapted to 
the metropolis and its vicinity (and applicable for the most fart 
to the nation in general] should be published and circulated for the 
instruction of Officers of Justice that they may not pretend igno- • 
ranee with respect to the important duties assigned them. There- 
fore, for their guidance and information in all matters, as they relate 
to the security of the public against moral, penal, and criminal 
offences, the following details are given of the specific duties incuoi- 
bcnt on all Constablcb, licadboioyghs, &c. to perform, 

-> : 

■ 

PART I. 

Explafning the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
Offences leading to the Corruption of Morals. 

SECTION I. 
€on^tMt$ to pcramfiulatc tt^cit Waxb$ aiiti 

It is the duty of every Constable regularly to perambulate his 
vatd or district^ once at least in every twenty-four hours* to see 
that th» laws are carried into effect, and that the Watchmen and 
Patroles perform their duty in the night time, for the purpose of 
preventing the commission of the offences hereinafter mentioned, 
and of protecting the peaceable inhabitants at all times against 
every species of injury, traud, or depredation, and of checking and 
preventing those offences in particular which lead to the corruption 
of morals, and to the commission of acts of violence and crimes (i ). 
(1) 13 EUz. cap.-i. Constables in every town arc to cause a night . 

witch to he kqft to apprehend night vmlken^ andsuspicicut 

and dmrdtfhf perwnsy Spc, 
Bp 14 Geo, III. cap. go. Constables i» Westminster shall watch in the 
• tvatch-huusc by turns alfcrnntcftf, according to a rota to be 

settled h\j the trmtecs^ and shall dispose of y according to lanif 

aU (itch persons as sJtali be brought before Ihem, 
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SECTION II. 
23rcacl)c?3? of t!jc Da?. 

It being too evident that many persons, destitute of all sense of 
relii;ious duty, and for^cttincj the laws now in force for breaches 
of the Lord's Day, areVound in a state of intoxication, or engaged 
in idle games and pastimes, or in keeping open shops, and work- 
ing at their ordinary callings and trades, by the sale of hr^a^/, 
butcher s vient^ provisions, wearing appareJy and other articles \ and 
also work at mechanical employments on Sunday : It is the duty of 
Constables civilly to admonish all persons resident in their wards 
or districts, who have recently offended in this respect, to abstain 
from such practices in future ; and in case they shall persevere, after 
a temperate admonition in the name and by the authority or the 
Magistrates, they are strictly enjoined to lodge informations against 
all offenders, and to be prepared with proper evidence to prove 
the offence, that the penalties of the law may be i^jflicted upon all 
■who shall be legally convicted before the Justices (i). And further 
they are to lodge informations against all persons who shall be 
d'lscowertd gnmingjZvrestJingy dancings shoot ingy bowUngy or amusing 
themselves in idle sports and pastimes on Sunday. (2) Also all 
carriers, or others, going with horses, waggons, or other carnages, 
and likewise drovers w ith cattle (3), butchers, higlers, or their 
servants, travelling on the Lord's *Day ; or boats or wherrys on 
the river Thames, save and except those allowed by act of Parlia- 
ment, or by two Justices (4) ; or houses in Westminster open 
for public entertainment or amusement, where money is paid 
for admittance. (5) 

{\) By 29 Cha. II. cap. 7. 1 All laws in force relative to the Lord's 
% 10 1 1 Jf^fii. cap. 24. 5 Day shall be put in execution. Persons 
exercising their ui flinari/ calling on that daij, ( except dressing 
and selling meat in victualling-huuses and cook-shops, i^ c. 
and except uorks of nccessiti) and charity, and the sale of 
Quilk and mackarei before divine service ; excepting also 40 
uatennen, who 7nay ply on the Thames betwixt Vuuxhall 
and Limehouse.) Penalty 20s. and 5s. according to the 
offence committed; one-third to the i? former. 

{2) By 1 Cha.' I. cap. 1. There shall be no concourse of people on the 
lord's Day for any sport or pastimes, ^^c. Penalty 3s. 4d. 
for every 0 fence, or the offender to be put in the stocks for 
three hours. 

(3) By 3 Cha. I. cap. 1. No carrier, waggoner, carman, nor drover with 

cattle, shall travel on the ^Lord's Day pursuing their ordi- 
nary calling, under tlie penalty of 20s. for each offence. 

(4) By 29 Cha. II. cap. J, No drover, horse-courser, waggoner, butcher, 

higler, or their servants, shall travel or came to an inn or 
lodging on the Lord's Day, under the penalty of 20s. for 
6adt offence, . 
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(5) Jji/ 21 Ceo. III. cap, 29- Jf 'if^in the limits of JFeslmrnsfrr or the 
neighbourhood^ aivj house opened upon the Lord 's Day J or 
public enteriflinmettt or amusement^ dtall he deemed disor- * 
der^^f: and the keeper shall forfeit 200 1; the conductor ef 
ike entertainment 100 1.; and the door'keepers or servants 
who shall deliver tickets or collect monejf shall forfeit 50 1. 



SECTION III. 

It is the duty of eveiy Constable regularly to visit the respective 
alehouses within his ward or district once, for oftener if found neces** 
sary,) in every week> to see that good rule and order are kept in 
the said houses ; and particularly that the printed Rules and Orders 

to the diflcrent publicans arc posted up m their respective bars, 
and that all that is enjoined in the same is strictly obeyed by 
them ; that no unlawful games are permitted ; that the labouring 
people are not suffered to lounge and tipple until they are in- 
toxicated i that pro.stiuitcs and idle and disorderly persons are not 
harboured in such houses ; that they are not kept open later than 
eleven o'clock at night ; and particulars^ that no public house 
shall be kept open, or apy tippling or drinking permitted^ during' * 
divine service in the parish church on Sunday, Christmas Day, or 
Giod Friday ; but that the utmost decency shall be preserved on 
these days. And for the purpose of bringmg all offl-nces of this 
nature correctly before the Magistrate'^, every Constable should, ia 
• a book to be kept foj_ the purpose, regularly note down all in- 
stances of disobedience to the Rules and Orders of the ?^fagistrates 
on the part of any publicaa witliiu hi:i ward, with the day aiid date 
when the offence was conimitted, and he should produce the said 
book to the Justices at their Special Meetings held every six weeks 
for transferring licences) and ^sq to the Magistrates sitting at t|ic 
nearest Piiblic-OfHce, once in every mont^^ or oftener if the nature 
of the case shall require it. And that nQ Officer ot Justice may 
pretend ignorance of the laws as they relate to his duty with 
respect to alehouses, and offences likely to be committed therein, of 
wiiicfi ii will be liis business to takf: cognizance, ar.d the* penalties 
whicli may be inlHrted upon him ior neglect of duty, an abstract 
of the laws now in being, as they apply to orienccs ot this nature, 
are here detailed (i). 

(1 ) % 1 4 Geo, III. cap. po. Jf a publican harbours a v^chman or patrols ' 
vdule on dutyj he forfeits 206. for the ^rst^ 40s. for (ha 
second, and 5 hfor the third qfencc. 

Bjf Z Cha.l. cap. 3. Constables re fusing to rvrcufe their (htfji hi in- 
foDvintf against offenders hcrpiu'j alclwvscs rvithout (t licence, 
shall Jurfcit 40s. or be impnsoiad until pnU^. 

J}y Z6 Gio. II. cap, 31. If a pM.can docs anjf act io forfeit hi$ recog-' 
nizance, his Hcaiee becomes void, > 
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By 1 J/imrs I. cap. 7.1 Jf a pMcan permits tippling in hit kouse, he 

Jill 1 Cha, I. cap. 4. 1 forfeits 10s. /or each offence. 

hy ^ JamvsX, cap,5.\l*ersons continuin!]^ in alehouses tippling find 

Btf 21 James I. cap. J. ) drinking, and ■iniprovidaitli/ -wasting their 

time, JorJ'eit for each ojfence 3s. 4cl, on tlie oath of one 

miness. 

Idem. Persons convicted of being drunk shall forfeit 5s., m tke oeUk 
of one witness f or shall be put in the stocks ; and constables 
negkclmg their duty therein shall forfeit 10 s. for each 
offence; and for a second qffence be botmd to their good 

behaiiour. 

Jij/ J James I. cap. 10. Akhouse-keepcrs getting drunks besides the pe- 
nalties above mentioned, shall be entinlj/ disabled from hejh- 
ing an alehouse for three years* 

By 26 Geo. II. cap. 31. Alehouse' keepers suffering gaming. Of any dis^ 
order in their houses, shall forfeit their recognizances, and be 
disabled fr&rn keeping a public house for three years. 

By 30 Geo. II. cup. 24. Every alehouse-keeper suffering any kind of gam- 
ing in his house, out-housc, or premises, by any journeyman, 
labourer, servant, or apprentice, shall forfeit on conmction, 
on the oath of one vainest, 40s.^or fhe^rst c^encet and lOL 
for eoery subsequent offence; one^ourth part to the tr^ormen 

By 11 Sr 12 TFill, cap. 15. Alehouse' heaters not selling liquors by the 
legal standard measures, shall foffeit from 10 to 4X)&. for 
every off ence; one-half to ttie informer, 

\ fl^ Constables an bound to carry into execution and to enforce all the, 

laws relative to alehouses, 

SECTION IV. 

As the too prevalent habit of drunkenness among the lower 
classes of the people produce much misery and distress, both to 
themselves and families, exhibiting an evil example highly inju^ 
rioiis to^the rising generation, while this vice tends not only to the 
* corruption of morals, btit to the commission of many criminal 
offciiices, ft Is the bounden duty of all Constables to take every 
favourable opportunitv of admonishing those persons who are par- 
- ticulariy addicted to this evil habit ; and to make known to them 
the punishment which, may be inflicted on persons 'convicted of 
drunkenness. And also occasionally to make examples, by lodging 
informations against such as are incorrigible. Acting in this 
respect wiih all possible discretion (i). 

Laws now In force respecting Drunkenness. 

(I) By 4 James I. cap. 5. All Constables, l^c. shall be smom to present 
the offence of Drunkenness: and if f hey neglect to punish 
the Render ( when convicted J they shall fotfiit 10s. 
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Bj( 21 James I. cap. 2. Evrri/ persnn who shall he dnmh, and thereof 
be convicted before one Justice ^ on view., confession, or oatk 
of^ne witness, shall forfeit 5s. for the first offence, and if 
noi paid, skftU be put m the stocks. Ale^usckeepers getting 
drunk forfeit their license for three years. 



SECTION V. 

Profane oaths and swearing being a very jirevalent vice highly 
injurious to good morals, while the practice holds out a shocking 
example to the youth of both sexes, it is the duty of ^ery Con- 
stable to admonish those who are principally addicted to this vtce» 
of the determination of the Magistrates to put /he laws in force 
against them ; and for the purpose of example, and without ma- 
lice or partiality, where admonition fails, Constables ought to lay 
occassional informations against incorrigible ofFendexSy using all 
» possible discretion in this rpspect (i). 

Laws now In force relative to Profane Swearing* 

^1) By the 19 ^«>» 1I» cap. 21. Persons convicted of prufandy curnwg 

or sivcfTving shall forfeit Is : fa laboured, soldier, or seaman, 
2s.; if under the _> rrr of a gcntianan, or above the degree 
of a genthnnon, [ys. 'I'iic second oiftnice douh/c ■penalties 
(after the coniiction of the first J, and the third and ttery 
subseqtmt q^ence trebk* Constables may^ aieze qfenders 
uttering pn^'ane vaths in their hearing, and carry than befon 
a Justice, in xohich case he is required to proseoUe; and if 
th^ iteglect their duty they forfeU 40f • 



SECTION VI. 

From the extensive and growing corruption of thorals arising 
from bawdy houses and brothels, where prostitutes and idle and 
disorderly persons assemble, it is the indispensable duty of every - 

Constable to prosecute all such nuisances as may at any time be 
found in his ward or district: and it is proper that he should know 
that any neglect on his.part in this respect^ subjects him to a very 

severe penalty (ij. 
(1) By the 2v') Gco.W.ccp.tSG. '\Constahlcsnrghctingfoprosrcute persons 
2^ Ceo. 11. cap. / keepi».g bawdij houses on notice in u rit' 
i^o inhabitants, paying scot and lot, shall forjeit 201. 

Ail reasonable expences of the prosecution shall be paid by the 
overseers of the parish, ascertained by two Justices^ 
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SECTION VII. 
2ctobnc.c5'^ auD Ccbaiicijcrp. 

h is the duly of every Constable to suppress lewdness, as tend- 
ing in i) t; greatest possible degree to the corruption of morals. A 
ConsNiblc may with a search warrant enter any bawdy house, and 
arrest persons with lewd and disf)rderly women, who are to be car- 
ried before a justice to be bound to their good behaviour ; and on 
information that men are gone to suspected houses with women of 
evil fame, in the night. Constables are authorized to follow them 
and carry them before a Justice, to find sureties for good behaviour. 
They are also authorized by the common law, to take up night 
walkers, and to carry them before a Justice to be bound to their 
good behaviour: but it has been held that they must be found, in 
some resj)ect or other, guilty of a breach of the peace (i). 

(1) 5 Ed. HI. cap. 13 Jfcnri/ yil. cup. 10. 



SECTION VIII. 

rntn of ConftflBIcjtf it vclatc^ to Ictob anb oifrrne 
25oote, panipl)Ict«9f, 23a!Iab^, printjaf, anb picturesf. 

As nothing can tend in so great a degree to corrupt the morals 
of all classes of the commimity, but particularly the youth of both 
sexes, as Icivdayid obscene books, pamphlets, pictures, prints, and other 
articles, sold with a view to lewdness and debauchery, it is the 
bounden duty of every Constable to keep a watchful eye on foreigners 
and others exposing pictures on walls, and all other persons suspected 
of secretly disposing of any thing whatsoever, calculated to promote 
orencour;ige in any respect thecorruption of morals within his ward, 
district, or constablewick, and when discovered, to give informa- 
tion thereof immediately to the Magistrate of the division or dis- 
trict, that measures may be pursued for bringing the offenders to 
conviction. — And it is further the duty of every Constable to 
detect and apprehend ballad-singers, in particular such as sing in- 
decent, lewd, and seditious songs, in the public streets. — The 
mode of proceeding in, all cases of indecent books, prints, &c. is 
by apprehending the parties on a warrant, to give bail to answer 
w hat shall be objected against them on a bill of indictment, which 
should be preferred at the Sessions. — The punishment for such 
offences h jine, imprisonment, and the pillory. 



Digitized by Google 



c:73 

SECTION ix:. 

The evils to society arising from excessive gatmingy particularly 

among the lower orders of the community, render it necessary that 
the attention of every Constal^'c siiould be particularly direcied to 
the detection of persons keepini^; ^rtr;w/«g- houses^ unlawful httery 
ofjict s for insuring tickets^ and tiitle goe^ and club lottcriesy raffles, 
&ic. by which the poor are cheated and plundered to an enormous 
extent. It becomes his duty to detect and bring to Ju:»ucc all these 
nuisances in society) by employing every means for the purpose of 
discovering their Iiaunts ; and particularly those who may open 
houses or rooms for such illegal and mischievous objects, in his 
ward or district ; and as often as he obtains any information in this 
respect, it is his bounden duty to communicate the same imme<- 
diately to the Magistrates, that measures may be pursued for the 
apprehension, conviction, and punishment of the offenders (i). 

(1) By the 12 G&>. IL cap, 23. Every person hewing a common gaming 
house forfeits ZOOX, onc'tiird to the informer. Evert/ person 
plai/i/ig ( except he becomes an evidence) forfeits 50). Evertf 
n fdrnce refusing to appear when mimmoned forfeits 501. 

jBy the 30 Geo. IF. cap. 24. Card^^ dice^ and exert/ unlawful game is 
prohibited in licenced public houses. 

Bjf the 9 of Anne, cap, 14, Persons havmg no risible estate, pro- 
Jcssion, or callings but who pnncipallj/ support themsdves by 
gamu^f may be bound (o ilicir gftod behaviour for twelve 
months, or comjnitted to prison for want of sureties. 

By various Statutes. Lottery nfi-ndrrs are punished at rognes and 
ragabufids, and also by ti;!r nnd inipri-sountcnt. 

By the 42 Geo. III. cap. ] IQ. rusoHs .sc/ting up ruldoi or little goc 
lotteries, may be convicted in a penalty of 50 1. 

By the 25 Geo, II. cap. 35. ConsttAles prosecuting gaming houses and 
other disorderly Jkouses, on the requisition of two Aousekeepera 
paying scot and lot, are indemnified 6y the parish, and if theg 
refuse, they forfeit 201* 



SECTION X. 
iBA^tixSial^ ^m$t$ for ^\x^it anti SPoiums. 

Every house, room, garden, or other place, kept for publi* 
dancing, music, or other entertainment of the like kind in London, 
or within twenty miles thereof, without legal authority, is declared 
"to be a disorderly house. As such houses are, however, too fre- 
quently opened, nnd become the haunts of idle and debauched 
characters of both sexes, where much vice and v/ickedness prevail, 
and where youth and innocence are fxccjuently ensnared and cor- 
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nipted; it becomesthe duty of every Constable where he discovers 
any such assemblies x)f idle and disorderly people in his ward or 
district, to give immediate information thereof to the Magistrates, 
that they may be dealt with as the law directs, (i) 

(1) Bif 25 Geo. II. cap. 25. The keeper of any unliccnccd house., room, 
gardefif or place, kept fur public dancing, muaic, or other* 
entertainment m London^ or within twenty miles thereof, 
shall forfeit lOOh to him who shaU sue in m month. And 
theconsfabk ii hound -under a penalty fltf 20 k to pro8ecnte,iJ* 
required so to do by two housekeepers pairing scot and lot ^ 
but he shall be allowed ail reasonable expenses. 



PART II. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables relating to Of~ 

fences constituting Vagrancy y producing Idleness 
and Crimes. 

SECTION XL 
ZnilV of €tsxitisiSAt$ 00 it relate^ to Mt dxtb IxiSaH^tlp 

By the Act of the i James I. cap. 4. Idle and disorderly per<- 

sons are to be sent to ^he house of correction ; and by the Act of 
the 17 Geo. II. cap. 5, and the 32 Geo. II L cap. 45 and 561 they 
are thus described 

1st, All persons who threaten to run atvgy and leave their •wives and 

children to the parish, or who spend their money in alchuu^es, SfC. 
. and do nut allow sufficient J'or their JanUUeS, by which they become 

chargeable to the parish. 
2d. All persons who shall return to. the parish from whence they have 

been remacedf without a cert^ate* 
3<f. Jll persons who have not wherewith to maintain them, lice idly 

without en^ymentf mid ref use to, work for the wages given to 

other labourers. 

^h. All persons beggina: or asking alms in the public streets, lanes, 

passages^ or highxi.aysj S^ c. 

AU suck persons ?nay be punished with imprisomnent,fir any pe^ 
riod ma esxeeding one moiUhs and the Justice, By a warrant 
under his hand, mm/ order any (herseer where svch disorderly per- 
sons are oppreltended to pay 5s. to the Constable for his trouble 
in apprthinding each. — In executing this duty, however , it will be 
prudaii to admonish the parties before the Ian i.s put in exrndion, 
and where this Jias no ejfeat, io curry the ddut^itcnin before .4 
Magistrate. * 
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SECTION XIL 

SDUtp of €onftabIeir aie? it tclateji to JDcrfoiua^ teciarcb 
to bt Hcsat^ antx maga&onti^* 

The Act of 17 Geo. II. p^p. 5."| Declares the following de- 
33 Geo. II Leap. 88. Ascription of. persons to be 
42 Geo. in. cnp. T19.J rogues and vagabonds wilhift 

the intent and meaning oft these respective statittes^ viz. 

1st. Persons going about as patent-gatherers, or gatherers tf afmSf 

vndcr a pretence qftossvx hi/ five or other casualfj/. 

Pcrsuns going about ofi colkctors J'or prisons, gaols, and hospitals^ 
Od, Fencers, 
4tA, Bearwards. 

5lA. Common players of ijiterivdeSt w siags playtrt noi tmthomtd by 
law, 

M. Minstrels Cexapi those Ucenced kg the Lord of Dutten in 

Chtshire.) 
7 th. Juggkrs\ 

nth. a lapsus, zLandcrlng in (he hahit and furm of gypsies, 

^th. Ptr6on6 prctmduig iu haie skili m any crafty science, or fortune" 

ieUers, or using any siAik crefi to deceive, 
lOtk, Persons playing^ or betting at any vnlawfut garnet or plays . 
1 Ith. Persons running fvoay, and Uaving their fa >» Hies to the parisK 
IQth. Petty chapmrn and pedlars, tvandering abroad -without a licence, 
i3M. Persons icandering abroad, lodging hi hams, outhouses, and in 

the open air^ and not giving a good uccu/int of themselves. 
\^h. Persons prttcitdiiig to be soldiers and stamen, wandering and 

^^gg^g vkkcmt proper certificates^ or some tesOmoiiial Jrom tbo 

War-Ofiic^, Admimlty, or a Magtstrate. 
15#i. AU persons having any imptemeni of kousebrwoking «r qfenaioe 

ipeapon, pntk a fehniaav intent, 
l6th. All persons of ecU fame, or reputed thieves, in the avenues of 

places of pitiiic resort, or iu the strata or AigkwaySf witk an in" 

tent to commit felony. 

It is the duty of all Constables to keep a watchful eye nn the 
above description of persons, and to bring them before tr>c Ma- 
gistrates, to be dealt with according to law ; but when the case 
{except in the two last) will admit of a delay without the hazard 
ot escape, it may be prudent previously to apply to the Magistrate 
acting for the district, and to receive hi$ instructions. 

ff 

incorrigible Ao0uc^ antt ^jal^onti^* 

ThiiA U considered a$ k higher and more atrocious apedeft of 
vagrancy, and the offerees are thus described 

Ist, Persons offeniing against ike iStk Oto, It oap, 5, eaUei End 

Oatbdrers. 

2d. Persons apprehended as rogues who have escaped from jyer^ 
iom iqtpnieiidug iim^ or who refuse to ga b^orc a J Uitice to fre 

C 
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txemmeit or uho give a fahe aecotmi tkemsdves (fitr warning 

given vf tketr punishment, 
Sd, Rogun and vagabonds wfio escape from prison. 
4tk, Hugucs anxl x iigaboinU rvkOf a/ter being tmce punithed, shall agam 

commit the same offence. • 

The reward fof apprehending rogue« and vagabonds is lox. by 
an order of a Magistrate on the High Constable \ and if a Con<* 
stable shall refuse or neglect to do his duty by apprehending fticH 
ofTenders on being charged by any Justice so to do, he shall forfeit 

lOJ. for every retiisal or neglect. 

It is the duty ot Constables also, when they receive a pass and 
certificate for any vagrant, to convey the person according to the 
direction of the pass which shall accompany the said vagrant* 

- ■ .- 

PART ill. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
Assaults, Affrays, and Breaches of the Peace, 

SECTION XIII. 

It Is the indispensable di?ty of every Constable, where his ser- 
vices and authority are required, to quell affrays, and to preserve 
tlic peace, to repair immediately to the spot and to apprehend the 
atirayers. — In such situations, however, great presence of mind 
and discretion are neccsiary. 

£y the common law, all Constables are authorised to command 

affrayers to keep the peace, and to depart/* — ^They may even 
break into a house where there is an affray> to keep the peace.~^In 
Ihis respect the law has armed Constables and officers of justice 
with great powers, as well for their assistance as for their own 
safety and protection. 

Constables may command all persons to assist them to prevent 
a breach of the peace, and they will be jusiihed in repelling force 
by torce, although sharp weapons ought never to be used except- 
ing in cases of deiexiu:, and gentle means are always lo be pre- 
f erred to violence. 

Opposition to a Constable in the execution of his duty is always 
severely punished). and what the law would deem manslaughter 
vrhen committed on another person^ would be consider«l as 
murder in. case of the death oi a constable in the execution of 
his duty. 

Constables are authorised to arrest any person without a war« 
rant, committing a breach of the peace by striking or wounding 

another in hi<; presence. 

When 4 Cuu&ubk hs^ iiifujn^uoa of any intended fight or 
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boxing match within his cMSfailnoick or partshf or ini the netgh* 
hourhMd, it is his bounden duty to inform the nearest Magistrate 
thereof^ and to obey the directions given to himself and^he others, 
to repair to the spot for the purpose of preventing affrays, and 

apprehending all persons committing breaclies of the peace; and 
of conveying the offenders and their abettors as soon as may be^ 
before a Magistrate, to be dealt with according to law. 



PART IV. 

Explanation of the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
the Prevention of Crimes^ and the Detection, Appre* 

hension, Prosecution, and Conviction of criminal 
Off enders ; with a Detail of the Rewards granted in 
certain Cases of Conviction^ and also with respect 
to Punishments, 

SECTION XIV- ;, . 

EDittp af CottrtabifiS^ it ttltxtt^ to tl^c ^tetontion 
anti SDctcmou of ccmmial <0fGm(ei0?* 

All Constables are bound to exercise every possible degree of 
vigilance and attention in puttinc^ the laws in force, as they relate 
to the prevention and detection criminal offences.— With this 
view, they ought to use their utmost endeavours to discover whe- 
ther any reputed thieves, or idle or disorderly or suspicious cha- 
racters are residing in, or lurking about, their wards or districts ; 
j|nd not only to keep a watchful eye upon their conduct and pro* 
ceedings, hut to give notice to the Magistrates of the division of 
the names of the persons, and the ground of their suspicions* 

It is particularly the duty of all Constables to keep an eye on 
the houses of known or suspected receivers of stolen goods^ old iron 
^hopSj dealers in old cloaths, ragSy and sec&nd-hand furniture and old 
ship's stores, hand stuff', old book shops, [i) &c. ; and also all 
Others who are suspected to derive the whole or any part of 
their living by acts of criminality; and with this view to per- 
ambulate the ward or district after dark, and to stop, appre^^ . 
* heady search* and secure all suspicious persons carrying loadf^ 
kundietp and pmrceh^ or conveying goods in carts or carriages 
at late hours in the night ; and where a satisfactory account ia 
not given of such goods being fairly obtained, and a strong sus- 
picion is excited that they were unlawfully obtained, then to detain 
sych suspicious persons and goods imti! they can be brought bcforQ 
a Magistrate. Among others, itinerant Jews crying had shiiiingt 

(J) Clfefsemongers and olhcrs hnyni; old books far wrapping p^per^ 
thoiUd he cantioiu d against receiving mutilated books from unkno'^n pcr^ 
mns^ as manij lih\-aj:m ijnc ^Ulage^. and vtUuaffk tutuU sfuiea and ioid ^ 
yiti^Itt/uc a tri/ie^ \ 
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•^ht to b6 •ppfehcnded) and a watchful eve kej>t on t^Htt*. 
mongers, jack-ass drhiers^ atdpnt^tn trying rabbits and wild fiwip 
who fre^ttehtly utter base moneys as Mrell as Jew boys exposiii|g 
Granges, prawns^ and fnnkets for sale in the public streets ; ako 
duffers \vho pretend to sell cheap waistcoats, eCC. With a vifew tO 
commit frauds on the ignorant and unwary. 

Suspicions persons lurking about inn yards on the arrival of* 
coaches, and about areas after dark, or lounging in squares, streets, 
lanes, er passages, &c. apparently with a view lo steal the iron 
rail^^ or to break into houses, oi^jht to be apprehended and in. 
stantly searched, to discover whether they have any pick-ioei hys, 
tfTMcri, or 9ther -implements of housebreaking f and th all cases suck 
suspicious persons are to he apprehendod, and the articie;^ found 
upon them secured, ./^r the purpose of being dealt with according 

to law. 

In like manner, with a view to the prevention of crimes, Con- 
stables are authorised {as before mentioned) to apprehend all 
reputed thieves in the avenues t*) public places, or in the public 
streets or highways, with an intent to commit felonies. — And 
where suspicious characters, although not immediately Icnown to 
be of evil faftte, MtteBopt to hustle i«i the stieets. Or t6 do some act 
whereby a crowd may be collected, it is the duty of every Con- 
Stable who may be pas^dng at the time to demand the assistance of 
the well-disposed by-standers^ and appnehend the subjected per- 
sonsi — On such occasions, a Constable must not be deterred al- 
though he is alone, because every person who refused assistance is 
liable to be indicted and punished, alter he makes it kn0Wn that 
he is an officer of justice, and demands assistance, 

• No dealer in oU iron or metals can legally keep their doors or 
windows Open after sun set or before sun-rise, for the purchase of 
iiny article in their trade.-^It will be of great kmice to the 
public, virith a view to the prevention of criminal oflwodSH, if 
Constables in their respective wards and districts would frequently 
admonish the respective dealers in old metals, old cloathSf tags, 
furniture, $cc. of the extreme peril of purchasing goods from un- 
known or suspected persons, and of the certainty of tr:in?portation 
for 14 years if they are detected and convicted. — In this way 
thieVts are embarrassed, the umua?-y are to be forewarnedy the hands 
9f evil doers arrested, and criminal offences thereby prevented. 

, Persons letting out lodgings should also be frequently cautioned 
to mark their beds, linen, &c. with their names, by using a liquid 
that wilt not v^ash out, to prevent profligate lodgers from pawn- 
ing and selling the same; and to put pawnbrokers and others 
upon their guard against receiving such articles. 

^ITTY OF WATCHMCH EXFXAINEO, AS IT &CLATSS tO TRE 

DETECTION OF OFTENDERS. 

A5 a further means of preventing, and particularly in detecting 
crimes, it is fit that all Constables should obtain from the clerk 
the watch trust of the* parish by aa application to the trustees, a 
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copy of the printed instructions to watchmen, and thdt they 
should, at least occasionally, see thai they perform their duty 
according to those instructions. — ^That they do not lounge in 
public houses. — That publicans who serve them with liquor 
should be prosecuted to conviction by the Constables before the 
Mflgiltrates ; and above all, that watchmen are admomshed to 
keep an. eye (within their beats) on all hackney coaches or cams, 
loading or removing gpoda under suspicious circumstances in the 
night; and that foot passengers with loads or bundles (i) be 
searched and carried before the Constrible of the Night for exa- 
mination, and to be detained, if there is any suspicion ot such goods 
"being stolen or unlawfully obtained, until the persons and the ar- 
ticles detained can be brought before a Magistrate in the morning. 
Watchmen should be cautioned also to keep an eye on all suspi. 
ctous peisons luffcing about houses or aieas, Sec. during the hour* 
when they are on duty ; and it is als6 the duty of the officer of the 
Aight frequently to call their attention to such suspicious persons, 
who ought to be apprehendfedy and inttantly searched^ to discover 
whether they have fire-arms^ cutlasses^ dark hm/trnx, crows, pick-' 
htk keys, or other implements of housebreahin(!; : and all such suspi- 
cious persons ought to be conveyed to the watch-house to be exa- 
mined by the officer of the night, and detained for a hearing before 
the Magistrates, unless the clearest proof is brought forward that 
the parties apprehended had no evil intention, aiui ihiit no imple- 
menta w found upon then», or dropt near where they were appre* 
hended, or in the courlse of pursuit, in catei where they attempt to 
escape, 

1(1) TV Ael the 1l2d Gto, 111, md othet suUegueni Jefs^ mi' 
. thoriscs all peace officers ond also watcfatnen while on duty, to stop and 
tmreh ttM suspicious persons convcjfing goods afttr dark, and to dttain 
the persotf ^ and floods, (if the suspicion is not cotnpietely remooed,J u$UU 
ikvjf can be brought before a Magistrate^ 

■ ■ ■ I ■ I I ■ 11. ■■ ■ I ... i i I ■ m i ■ „ 

SECTION XV. 

jDutp 0f CouftaWcflf .15? it relates to tlicjDctectioii anh 
^TpprcUmiion of ^erfouje^ tuho (jtibe tomtnittelk 

When a Constable is called upon by any person to search for 
ynd apprehend any delinquent charged with a felony, it it his 
duty imaiediately to obey, and to use his utmost endeavours to 
apprehend the party or parties suspected, without waiting for the 
warrant of a J ustice, and if necessary he may command the as* 
riittance of ail by-^anders, and make hue and cry after the fcrlon 
—for my ftrssn may seize a felon. — And if a prisoner resists and 
Icfuses to yicldi those who arreat will be juatincd ioi beating him. 
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o? even Icillinir him ; but no pnidcnt Constable will go beyond 
that point of discretion which is necessary to secure the person 
accused. — In pursuit of a tclon, a Constable (having previ uslv 
dcciartd his amhority} is authorised to break open doors. By the 
Sth Geo. IL cap. lo, a Constable who negleets making hue and 
cry when necessary tathe apprehension of a felon, forfeits Z^**— 
In this pursuit Constables may search suspected houses, if the 
doors be open ; btit unless the felon: is actually in the house^ it 
will not be justihable to use force, nor even tnen> except when 
admittance ha? been demanded and refused. 

Tn the execution of t!ic v nnaiit at a Magistrntf , tlie Constable 
is ccrlainly authorise-d to break open the doors ot the teion, or the 
bouse of any person where he is concealed. — The first is lawful, 
under all circumstances ; but forcibly entering tlie house of a 
Stranger may be considered as a trespass, il the felon should not 
be there. 

It is the duty of all Constables to search every person charged 
with felony the moment he, she, or they are secured, and to de^ 
tain mMty, watchnj' pawnbrokers' duplicates, and every other 
article, until the prisoners can be brought befoje a Magistrate^ 
when the artiv lts so detained are to be produced. 

It is also their duty 'v%hcrever any clue can be discovered for 
the recovery ot the property stolen, to lose no time in obtaining 
posse&biun ot it, and wiicrc thii cannot be legally effected without 
a search warrant, application should be madb to a Magistrate for 
proper authority to search in the daf tiow.—- Much depends in 
cases of this nature on the prudence, vigilance, and activity of the 
Constable to whom such duties are assigned— a Icnowledge of tli& 
bouse or lodging of the felon, or the^/r7or woman with whom he 
cohabits should be obtained, and her residence should be searched^ 
and her pawning duplicates secured. — The residence of the person 
who washes for the delinquent, and the houses of his relations 
aiid intimates shonld also be known, and the public houses like- 
wise where he chiefly resorts, wtih a view to the discovery ol th« 
articles stolen, and of his associates in criminality, and particularly 
•oy known receiver of stolen goods who may have at any time 
been seen In his company. 

An active and iHteltigent offi€er» on apprehending a delinquent, 
wUl look forward to every means of obtaining a conviction, by 
tendering the evidence as complete as the nature of the case \vill 
admit — and he will be zealous and iadefatigablet uotil such evi- 
dence is obtained. 

In detecting and apprehending persons charged with coining 
base money, aiid oihcr otFences against ihe Mint laws, great cau- 
ticA is necessary ; and where informations are received which 
will admit of a short delay, it is safest to act under the immediate 
instruction and authority of a Magistr3te]r-*or to apply to the 
Solicit or to the Mint. 

U&dcr the word Felony is C€mpKebieiidcd.(aiQOiig.oU^er criknes) 
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the various offences ofmurdn, rate^ sodomy^ hestlaltty^ ^ig^j, sfNtU 
ing an beiresSy arson or hunting houtts^ dtstroytng or burning ^hl^i<^ 
piracy i burglary^ or bousiireaking, bouseSreaking In tbe -day ttm 
Kbww 51. sbopJtfitng above $s. highway robbery, robbery of the imM^, 
picking pockets above \$, value, steafing above 4oi, in any bousey tteai^ 
ifig above 40s, In any river or a ship In dlsiress, siealing goods from 
bleach or tenter ?roun/is, stealing h^rseSy cattle , or ^heep ; stealing 
bonds y bills y or bank notes ; stealing bills and bank notes from letters^ 
forgery of deeds , bondu hills y notes ^ ^c. bankrupts not surrendering^ 
shooting at a revenue ojicery stabbing a person unarmed y if he die Im 
six months; maiming or killing cattle maliciously, concealing the 
death of a bastard child, maiming or disfiguring any person maHet- 
eusly, sending threatening letters, rioters not dispersing in am how 
after proclamation, pulling down houses and churches, breaking doum 
fah-ponds, rutting down trees in avenues and gardens, tutting d»wm 
river or sea banks, cutting hop-bands, setting fire to coal mineSp 
counterfeiting the geld and silver coin, uttering counterfeit money, 
third offerice; taking a reward for helping another to stolen goods In 
certain cases y returning from transportation, enJfezzllng government 
stores, servants purloining their masters gouds ab'jve 40J". sm-ug-^ 
gllng by persons armed, destroying turnpikes, bridges, gates, iSc* 
mutiny and desertion, soldiers enltstlng Into foreign service, sacri^ 
Uge, ufr. He* C^r.— All these •fFences are called Double Felontet^ 
and subjecting the delinquents to the punishment of death whedt 
convicted. 

Under the word Single felony, not subject to the punishment cf 
death, is comprehended (among other crimes] the various offences 
cf stealing, not otherwise distinguished ; receiving or buying stolen 
goods, ripping and stealing lead and other metals, or receiving the 
Same; stealing Jrom Jurnished lodgings, stealing letters, iffc. stealing 
roots, trees, or plants ; Stealing Jlsh from a pond or river, iiealing 
children with their cloaths,' stealing a shroud out of 0 grave, embez* 
%ling naval stores in certain cases, assaulting with an intent to rub^ 
assaulting and cutting or burning eloaths, setting fire to undermmd^ 
cutting and stealing timber trees, counterfeiting copper coin, bigamy, 
or marrying more wives or husbands than one ; marriage solemnized 
clandestinely, manslaughter, or killing another without malice^ water- 
men carrying tco niany j)r:ssengers on the Thames, If any drowned^ 
t^c* i^c. ^c. — which ( Ifcnres having the benefit of clergy, are 
Bunishable by transportation, whipping, imprisonmeat, the pil« 
lory» or hard labour in houses of correction. 

There aro other offences denominated Misdemeanors, where the 
delinquent charged cannot be apprehended safely by a Constable 
unless he holds a warrant from a Justice. The principal of these 
are> conspiracies, cheating, swindling, robbing orchards and gardens^ 
stealing cabbages, turnips, ^c. stealing deer in forests, stealing dogs, 
cutting and stealing wood and trees, embezzling goods In the woollen 
and silk manufacture, 4jfr, combinations and conspiracies for raising 
wages, offcjKcs by artificers and servants in various trades, setting 
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fre to a house to defraud the insurers^ mahtng and selling fire-work f 
mnd squibsi uttering bast momjft and selling it under its demmlnated 
mahug smugglings and frauds w the revemtt; keeping gaming 
koMses, hanudy houses^ 'iSc, assaulis and hatttry^ and brfoihes tf tk€ 
feattf sieaisag dead MieSf ^c, {%) 

( 1 ) In cata wkere a gaokr rrfum fa receive a fihn, or one euspeciad 
^fibn^t *ke Constable M«|r saat 're ike prisoner m iw oum imuet and tie 

town or place xokere he teas apprehended shall be chargeable for keeping kia^ 
aU the gaU deSoeryi and the gaotw shall he pmushad, 3 James I. cap, i o. 

^£d.JU.eaif. IQ. 




SECTION XVL 
SDutp of Conftaikia^ it relate^ to t^c ^^ktuUim 

After a Magistrate has committed an offender for trial, and 
bound over the parlies to prosecute, and give evidence, it is the 
duty of the Constable who apprehended the delinquent to give his 
utmost assistance to the prosecutor vi'ith respect to /he mode of lay- 
ing the indictment, the proceedings before the Grand Jury, and in 
bringing forward the witnesses to find a Bill ; and also to ap- 
pear at the trial, that the offender may not escape justice for "want 
of a due attention to the requisite forms, or by the want of pnxkf 
necessary to Conviction. As prosecutors in many instances are un- 
able to employ attornies, and are ignorant of the mode of comply, 
ing V ith the conditions of their recognizances, and of the time 
when they ought to prefer an indictment and go before a Grand 
Jury, and afterwards to prosecute the same with effect, it is usual 
for the Constable who apprehended the prisoner to give the proper 
notices, and to attend the prosecutor and the witnesses, that the 
recognizances may not be estreated, and public justice defeated. 

SECTION XVII, 

SDtibxantejB? dia» Martiir to Cotiftableir anti ot|)crj^. 

In all catts whcic the circumstances of the parties prosecuting 
or giving evidence are such as not to enable them to defray their 
own eipenses^ on an application to the Judge (except at the Ge- 
neral or Quarter Sessions) they are not onlv, in moat cases, aUowed 
their actual expenses ; but a further sum for tiont lost ibi atte»fing 
the trials, whether there be a conviction or not. — And bfsldea 
this, certain rewards are allowed by various acts of parKament, 
where convictions take place, to those who have prosecuted and 
contrihuted to the same, of which, for the information of all pro- 
secutors, witnesses^ Constables, the following is a SBccifi* 
cation, ' 
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SECTION XVIII. 
]BDtttp of Ci^nfra&Icisr it tdatc^ ta t^t ^untiguumt of 

All petty Constables, on the precept 'ofth^ Sheriff directed to 
tht Constable^ are bound to obey his summons to attend execu^ 
thns, the piUory^ or the whipping of offenders, according to the 

punishment they may be adjudged to sufier. 

When called forth to attend the last moments of expiring cri- 
minals, it is the peculiar duty of every Constable or pence officer 
to keep up the solemnity of the awful scene, by endeavouring to 
Sfippress all indecent behavionr in the spectators, tliat the example 
may operate according to the intentioH of the law, by exciting a 
dread of, and thcrcbv prevciuiiig and lessening atrocious crimes, 
and not merely to gratify idle curiosity. 

It is further the dtrty of every Constable, summoned to attend 
while an offender is standing in the pillory, to do his utmost to 
preserve the peace, and to prevent all outrage or violence towards 
the offender from taking place, and to keep in view that the pil- 
lory is a punishment or ^reat and lasting infamy, by the ignomi- 
nious exposure of the delinquent, and not intended for personal 
5 tiff ring, a|pordtng to the will Of unrestrained licence of a tur* 
bulent populace. 

By inflicting the punishment of whipping publicly, the Con- 
stable should ever keep in view that the law is executed in this, 
as in all othtrr chastisements, as an example to others to abstain 
Irom Ciiaiiiial offences, and not out of resentment to the delin- 
quent who suffers. — ^This unpleasant duty should therefore be 
executed so as to make a proper impression on those who witness 
the punishment, without exercising a greater degree of severity 
than i& necessary to obtain that object. 



PART V. 

Expldining the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
^ Courts oj Justice^ and to Juries^ — and to tbe Coroner^ 

SECTION XIX. 

S^utp 01 Canfttifeks? tfjcp relate to tfte Cauirti^ of 
<j&efrion anD %triit, mxtx to ;^iirigi$* 

It is the duty of every petty Constable to attend the Courts of 
Session and Assize, on the summons or precept of the High Cod* 
stable or Bailiff of the hundred, to preserve order, decency, and 
silpnce in the Courts of Justice, so that the proceedings may not 
interrupted or disturbed j bui that the utmost quietness may 
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prevail at nil times, and tliat all due respect may be shewn to the 

Ji)(l:^e<; arul Magistrates, who in cases of tifglii^cncc or inattention 
whcrebv any obstruction to the proceedings of the Court takes 
place, may punish all Constables at their discretion who are care- 
less or inattenTive to their duty, or who absent themselves and 
frequent public houses wiicu lUeir duty ie«^uiici> their aLieadaucc 
, In the Justice Hall. 

SECTION XX. 

Watp of €mdiiSAtfi tt^ep relate to %nm0. 

By the Act of 7 and 8 William, cap. 32, every Constable is 
bound at ihe Michaelmas Sessions yearly, (if not done by the 
Constable of the hundred,) to deliver in, in. open Court, a true 
list in writing, containing the names and places of abode, with 
the designation or titles of ail persons within his constablewick 
between 21 and 70 years of age qualified to serve as Jurymen*—" 
Namely, such persons as have in their own names or in trust for 
them, w ithin ihe same county where the issue is to be tried, £10* 
a year, ot trcchold or copyhold lands, or £20. a year leasehold.-— 
Which list must be signed in the presence and verified upon oath 
before a Justice, who must attest the same before it is produced in 
Court ; and the Constable is further required to put up a copy 
of the said list on the church door of his parish. 

In executing this trust, every Constable ought to recollect that 
he swears that it is a trut return all persons eligible te ferve*** 
It becomes therefore a sacred duty on his part to omit no person 
from favour or affection, or from any unjustifiable or corrupt mo* 
tive, that the best and fittest men may be selected for Juries. 



SECTION XXL 
jDutp of <0ttlJtoBIe# asf it tclatei^ toCoroneje is^ %\xm^. 

It is the duty of every Con55table, in cases of murder, man- 
slaughter, or sudden death, rendering an Inquisition necessary, to 
give notice oi the same to the Coroner as soon as it comes tu his 
knowledge, and also on receiving his precept to return a compe- 
tent number of lawful men, within the constablewick or district^ 
to appear before him, at the time and place stated in the said pre* 
cept, for the purpose of making an Inquisition touching the 
matter respecting which the Jury is assembled. (1) 

'It is further the duly of all Constables to execute any warrant 
or warrants of the Coroner, issued by virtue of his office, for ap- 
prehending persons charged on suspicion of murder, or other 
oflTences, as they may relate the deceased person respecting whom 
In^uisiiioa is laken* 

(1) 4 1 > st^Uit 2. 



PART VI. 

Explaining the Duty of Con stables as it re laics to 
the Security of the Public against Danger, Calamity^ 
and Injury to the Property or the Person of Indi^ 
viduals. 

SECTION XXII. 
jBDutp af <ConCtablc0 at it rdatci^ ta <CIectioit^ w 

On being required by a precept from the High Constable to 
attend any Election or popular meeting, it is the duty of every 
Constable to attend at the place, and punctually at the hour men- 
tioned in the said precept, and to do his utmost to preserve peace 
:ind good order. — In cases of election the voters, without parti* 
ality, are to be assisted and protected in proceeding to the poll, and 
also in their return from the hustings. — At every popular meet- 
ing legally assembled, every exertion must be used to prevent 
aftVays and breaches of the peace, and all offenders in this respect 
are to be apprehended and carried before a Justice, to be dealt 
with according to law. 

^■11? I - .i^^— t ill I >»m " ' V ■ 

Section xxiii. 

or^otiert 

The instant a Constable hears of any unlauful assmhh, mohp 
or concourse of people being assembled for any purpose liKely to 
produce danger or mischtefwlthin or near his district or constable* 
wick, it is his bounden duty to giy^ notice thereof to the nearest 
Justice, and to repair instantly to the spot with his long or sliort 
stave, and there to put himself under the direction of such Ma- 
gistrate or Magistrates as may be in attendance. — He is to do his 
uliiiost to assist and protect the Justices in dispersing the said mob 
or unUwiul assembly, and instantly to secure and apprehend all 
pcfbons guilty of breaches of the Deacc, or of felonies by pulling 
down, or injuring the property oi any of his Majesty's subjects, 
an$I all p|hp|* persons who commit acts of felony, by ripmaining 
(to the numbef of twelve or more)(i) one hour after proclamation 
to disperse, by reading or pronouncmg the charge contained in the 
Riot Act, and the offenders so secured are to be carried before a 
Magistrate, to be dealt with according to law.^ — Non-attendance, 
wi^hoyt a lawful expuse, on the part of Constables in cases of 
public tumult and danger, subjects them to fine or imprisonme(l| 
on conviction, according to the sentence of the Cq^rt* 

(1) St« 1 Gei)» L Uat^ 2. 9» 
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SECTION XXIV. 

S^tp of Confta&Iejs? 0f it tiiattt to fm^^ 

On the first notice, either by day or in the night time, of a fire 
or fires breaking out in any house, building, or place within the 
district, division, or constablewick where any Constable serves, it 
is his indispensable dnty, and also the duty of the Beadles, and 
they are required by the Act of 14 Geo. III. cap. 78, to repair 
to the spot with their staves, and to give their utmost assistance 
towards extinguishing the fire by exciting others to work, and 
likewise to prevent the depredations which are most inhumanly 
committed in such seasons of distress. — And further, it is the duty 
of all Constables and Beadles, where offenders are detected in fe- 
loniously removing property unavoidably exposed, to apprehend 
and secure them, nnd to carry them before a M;igistrate with the 
goods found in their possession, with a view to their being prose* 
cuted to conviction. 

On such occasions, the vigilance, activity, and good conduct of 
officers of justice seldom tail to meet with a due reward, inde- 
pendent of the satisfaction arising from a good and praise worthy 
action ; while negligence, inactivity, or connivance at plundert 
when discovered, must produce infamy, disgrace, and punishment* 



SECTION XXV. 
g)utp of tfonfta&Ici^ tcrprrtins fixc^mtkg, tia<ktt0, 

As 'infinite danger arises from Ictiing off squibs, rockets, and 
other fire> works, and also by firing guns, pistols, and other fire- 
arms in the public streets, and likewise of late by letting ofF fire 
balloons, it is fit that all Constables should be apprised that it Is 
their indispensable duty to apprehend all delinquents ofiending ia 
this respect on any pre fence whatsoever^ 

To prevent such nuisances so hazardous with respect to fires, 
and also with respect to personal ii'ij'iiry by throwing squibs and 
other fire-works into houses, shops, coaches, and among crowds 
of persons assembled in the streets, the legislature by the Act of 
the 9th and 10 of William, cap. 7, has subjected the makers and 
sellers of fire-works to a penalty of ^5. — Persons permitting the 
same to be cast or fired from their houses or places into any public 
Street, road, or other place, forfeit ao/* for each offence ; also all 
perscms who cast or fire squibs or other fire-works into any pubHc 
street, road, lane, court, passage, or house, &c. forfeit the like 
spm of ^ou and if the ofienders (throwing in the strcetsj do not 



immediately pay the penalty, ihcy are to be committed to the 
house of correction. 

On all rejoicing nights, it ?s the duty of every Constable to be 
vigilant and active in apprehending delinquents offending within 
his ward or division, and thereby to secure the peaceable inha- 
bitants, and others passing in the streets from the danger ^risin^ 
from such nuisances. 



SECTION XXVI. 

JDtttp. of Conftnlilf.sf it relates? to i5unpototrcr 
loi>'(tcD m Ijcitfc^ {tnij ^Ijops, airXx in greater <Qum^ 

As considerable danger is to be apprehended, especially in large 
cities, where gunpowder is lodged in hjusesj ihopSt or places where, 
from the quantity deposited, a conflagration might be fatal to the 
surrounding premises, and dangerous to the inhabitants, the Le* 
gislature has wisely provided by the Act of 12 Geo* III* cap. 6c » 
that no person being a dealer in gunpowder shall keep more than 
900 pounds, and not being a dealer, more than 50 pounds, in 
London and Westminster, or within three miles thereof, in any 
house, warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, ©r place, or in ves- 
sels or boats in the river, (not in transit, and covered according to 
law,) on pain of forteiting the gunpowder beyond the quanity 
allowed to be kept, and 2j. for every pound beyond such allowed 
quantity: and Justices arc authorised, on a reasonable cause as- 
signed, to issue warrants to search and to convict oiienders,— pe- 
nalties half to the King and half to the informer or party contri- 
buting to the conviction, besides the whole of forfeited powder. 

It is the duty of ever^ Constable to warn all deders in gun- 
powder in liis ward or district of the penalties which they incur 
by keeping a larger quantity than the law allows; and where the 
public safety is endangered by olTences of this nature, it is of im- 
jK>rtance that the party or parries persevering in a line of conduct 
so hazardous to theinsclves and their neighbours should be prose* 
cuted, — ^The offence is cognii^abie by two Justices. 
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SECTION XXVII. 

: jfciMt',: of ConftaMc.^ as? it relates? to tftc piiBlic ^afttp 
iuuli ilcfpeet to Hunatie.i^ mib tui:iou.^ anU iuione 
5?erran.\3! tuanticnng afamft* 

By the Act of 17 Geo« II. cap. 5. Furious persons^ and Iuna« 
tics wandering abroad are tu be apprehended by the Constables^ 
churchwarden?;, or overseers, and may be confined by a warraat 
of two Justices, and delivered over to the relations, it a person of 
rank or condition ; but it a vagabond lunatic, to be sent to the last 
legal settlement by a pass, (properly guarded,) and there to be 
locked up, by a wai laiit two Justices acting for the district or 
place where the said lunatic shall be settled. 

It is thefcfore the duty of Constables to secure all mad, furious, 
or insane persons, wandering abroad within their wards or dis* 
tricts ; and humanity, not less than the public safety, require that 
this duty should be executed in the most prompt and speedy man- 
ner, and with every attention to humanity^ as it respects the ia« 
sane person. 



SECTION XXVIII. 

JDutp of Coiiriatk.a a?^ it vcUtc^ to tftc pu&Iic J§>akt\i 
totti^ refpcct to ti)c ftiiiitiiig of 25ullocftsf, anti furi^ . 
oxi.sln tinbintT Cattle in tlje public ^treet^, anti on 

The evil propensity discovered by idle and disorderly persons 
in hunting bulls and bullocks in the streets of the metropolis, to 

the great annoyance and imminent danger of the inhabitants, ex- 
cited the attention of the Legislature in the year 1774, who, with 
a view to prevent this dangerous nuisance. Enacted, 

By H Geo. cap. 87." T/taf crerp person who by negligence or ill nsagc 
in dnuiiLj; catfk n ithin the bills of mortalitj/f tSj-c. and tlunbg 
occasiuniiig inischiefi shaitjorfeit 20s. and not less than 5s.; 
a/id w/wtvtr Jiall misbehave in the care, or drivins ofaUHc 
at aforesaid, it shall be laufiil for any Constable upon view, 
or the information of any one 'who shall declare the cff'ender*s 
name and place of abode, to setze^ secure, and without a var"' 
rant, to carry such afender before tome Justice, -who, if the 
penalty is not paid on vonriction, may. </rder him to be pub' 
iicly "whipped, or committed to hard labt^ur in the house iif 
correction for one month. 

When a Constable has notice of any outrage of this nature go- 
ing forward, so danojerous to the public safety, it is ^lis duty to do 
his utmost to give etfect to this very salutary law, by calling for 
as6i:»taiKej uad pursuing aud apprehending all ofti^nders. 
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SECTION XXIX. 

Biitp of €tndtaHt$ afi it tdatetf to tt^t piMit JMttj^ 
iDitD rcfpett to Cartas?, Drapsi, mill nt^tt €actu\t^c^ 
padinff on tl)t ^ttttt^ antx I^igljtuapflf. 

The accidents which frequently happen in large cities, and 
particularly in the metropolis, from the carelessness and inatten- 
tion of carters, draymen, and others, having the charge of horses 
and carriages, demands the vigilant attention of every Gonstable 
•within his district, that by a due execution of the excellent laws 
now in force, the public may be in a greater degree secured 
against personal injury, (i j 

(1) By Acts of 30 Geo. II, cap. 22. and 13 Geo, III. cap. 78. 1st. If 
tke driver tf any cart, carriage, dni^, or waggon, C^oC 
guided by iome person kolding the remt) shall ride vpon 
tfifcA carriage many street or highway. — 2d. Or if the driver 
of any carriage whatson er shall •wilfully viisbchaxet or by 
negligence shall cause any hurt or damage to any person or 
tan iuge passing. — 3d. Or shall quit the high:cai/ and go on 
the other side of the hedgCf or fence inclosing the same. — 
4/^. Or shall wilfully be at such a dtstance from his carriage 
tnkHepamug that he cannot have the govenment of the ant- 
ntals drawing the same, — 5th, Or shall, by milful mi^ka^ 
tiour, prevent or mterrapt the free passage of any other car- 
Ttage or passengers on the said highways, or in any public 
street "within London or IFcstfninsftr, or in any highivay 
within the bills of mortality. — ()th. Or if the driver of an\j 
s empty waggon,, cart, SfC. shall not wake way for any coach^ 

chaise, chariot^ SfC, or loaden waggon or other carriage.-^ 
7 th, Or ^ any person shall drive any coach, chaise, or other 
carriage let far hire, or any waggon, ivain, or cart not having 
the owner's name painted thereon, or shall refuse to discover 
the real name of such owner. — For each «/' these several of- 
fences, if an owner, he shall forfeit 20s. ; if not the owner, 
10^.; and in default of payment, be committed to the house 
of correction fw one month. 

f Offenders may be apprehended without a warrant by any per- 
son who sees the offence committed, and may be delivered to a 
Constable to be carried before a Justice. (2) 

(2j By the same Acts. — If any driver, in any of the cases aforesaid, 
shall refuse to discover his name, the Justice may commit him 
to the house of correction for three months; and for tke 
better discovery of offenders, the owner of every waggon, wtun, 
or cart, and also of every coach, post-chaise, or other ear" 
i'iage let for hire, shall cause to be painted upon some conspi- 
cuous part, and upon the panncls of the doors of all such 
coaches, ciiaises, dfc. before the same ihall be uf,cd, his Cliris- 
tiaii and saniame and place of abode, in large legible lot- 
• i^ts, and to remain so t^e the carriage shall be med : and 
the owner of ecery stage uaggon, or cart shad, vocr and 



:.l^tjze<tJa^.^&k%ie 




C 3 

above the full name and place of ahotkf eaute to U ptmttd 
tki xBordi commoti stage waggon« or caM» at tkt ease majf 
he^^Permuu qfendmg in any of the above mttmittip or utmg 
any fctit 'um name or place of atwk, Ml M COiivkikilJwr* 
Jut £5. und not kn than S0«. 



SECTION XXX. 

JDutp of Confta&icie^ it ttiatc^ to pviblit ^nitamtg 
anH ^imopancc^ nojciouji; mU ^ntttui to t|e Coiu;^ 
vmdtp* 

Constables are required to ttiake presentment of all common 
nuisances within their districts. By the woid nuisance is to be uh« 
derstood afts cmmited which tend ta tbi annoyanci 9f ibt King*s 

suhjects : or acts omitted which the common good requires ^ such as 
the collection of Jilthj garbage, dung, or ordure in situations ren- 
dering it noxious, injurious, and offensive to the surrounding in- 
habitants i driving swine to feed in the streets of populous cities ; 
obstructions in the highways ; the residues of manufactures 
prejudicial to the health of a neighbourhood^ nesleciiag to pull 
down ruinous houses or buildings, in danger of niiling upon the 
King's subjects, and the like. The common law has provided a 
lemedy by a Bill of Indictment ; but on account of the necessity 
of a more prompt and less circuitous and expensive mode of cor- 
rectin|[ evils of this nature, some ancient and many modern statutes 
have given to Magistrates, and to Annoyance Juries, a summaiy 
jurisdiction in certain specific cases, i here are therefore three 
modes of procei'ding, for the purpose of removing nuisances. 1st* 
Ti^e ancient mode l>y presentment and indictmeyit , which emhraces 
all nuisances generaUy ; 2d. The summary mode of proceeding hy oil 
infor7mtion btfore a 'Justice ; and -^d. By Annoyance furies. 

But as presentments, unless followed up after a Bill of Indict* 
ment is found, produces no effect, it Is fit tnat all Constables should, 
if possible, obtain the sanction iH the parish, in order to enable 
them to prosecute to convicdon, by defraying the expenses which 
may be incurred. . 

The summary prosecutions before Magbtrates cost Httle or no^ 
diing, and almost every modern parish act (particularly in the 
metropolis) gives a power to Justices to take cognizance of cer- 
tain nuisances which arc either dangerous, otfcnsive, or inconve- 
nient to the inhabitants such as (in some parishes) keeping hog^ 
stalls ; allowing swine to feed in the streets ; coUectlng jilth, garbage^ 
or rubbtsh i obstructing the foot'-paths by wheeibarroius and other 
earriages; also by old furniture, timber, earthen ware, hogsheads ^ 
rasisf iarrels, afd tot like; all wiuch requira a prompt and 
5peedy remedy. * * 
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z. WilUam and Mary 9 st^t' cap* 8. Tbi inbahUaMh of Lond&n, 
QTtf. stall sweep the streets before Ibeir bous.'s iivicc a 
week, penalty ^s. 4</. No asbes or Jiltb, ^c, shall be laid 
in any street, &c or cooper^s casks, penalty 5s. to 20s. 
£y Act of 26 Geo. II. cap. 29. No ficrson sbjll put any ruhbich, 
earth, sand, ashes, diri,Jillb, or soil, in any street, lane, 
or passage, m Lmdots or HTesimmtar, aiber than sneh 
as are allowed by law to heap ^p and drain, nor sweep' 
or put any thing' ( as aforesaid ) into any kennel, exccpi 
what shall be srrrpt away by the occupiers of bouses be- 
fore ibeir babitatiOHS.^Fenalty on conviction before one 
jfusUce io«. 

By Act of 11 Geo. III. cap*,2z. Emptying any boe-house, takinff 
away any night soil in Westminsiert &e. oefbre twelve at 
nigbt or after its in the morning, or casting any soil in 
any street, square, lane, pa$sage,^c, poM^ fir ateb ^ 

fence 20s. 

Beadles, Constables, and Watchmen, cr any ofh?r person, may 
;ipprchend offenders, and carry them beiore a Justice. 

Sy Act of "^i Geo. TT. cap. 17. Nuisances within the city and liberty 
of IVeslminster are generally cognizable by the Annoy- 
ance Jury ( which the Constables within ibis district of 
tbe^ nutropaUs ara bound to obey, J — If a nuisance (by 
tbts Ad ) is not removed in fomrtaen days after notice 
given, the Jury may injlitt penalties, one haffioibe Higb 
Bailiff, and one half to the Court of Burgesses, 

Sy 30 Geo. III. cap. 53. To prevent nuisances, the Contractors for the 
city and liberty of W'istminster, and parts adjacent, shall, 
onC9 «very week> between seven in tbe morning and six in 
ibe evening, sweep tbe streets, squares, and places, and 
cleanse tbe same, by rising and collecting all tbe slush, 
mud, dirt, dust, rubbish, a^hes, filth, and soil found 
therein, keeping- such sweepings free from common sewers 
■ and drains, and ten feet from each of the grates, and shall 

remove and carry away tbe same, — and shall give notice 
io tbe Inspeetor, specifying tbe day they ara to attend in 
in cacb street, that tbe said Inspector may see thai tbe 
work is properly performed, — and the Contractors shall 
also, at the request of any of tbe inhabitants, remove any 
■| dust, ashes, or cinders, which may be coUeoted and depo- 
sited in bins, ^c. — Penalty for neglect or refusal los.for 
eaeb offence ^Fersons collecting dust witboui tbe auUHh 
rily of tbe Contractors to forfeit 10s. 

By tbe same Act. No person shall throw any asbes, dust, dirt, rub' 
bish, dung, soil, or other filtb or annoyance, or shall place 
any board, basket, wares, merchandize, casks, or goods 
wbatever, or sibuil wash, clean, or hoop, any cask or veS' 
sel upon any of tbe carriage or foot ways, or any car^ 
^ fiagesf except during tbe time of undeadiMg or setting 
down fares, ^c. Penalty for each offence los. and tbe car- 
Lt*i. ria^rs, ^c. to be detained till paid,-^r sold infaf$ d^t , 

tbe surplus returned 1$ tbe owner. 
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Any person who may see dust, or any annoyance thrown Inta 

the streets. Sec. may apprehend the offender, and may call others 
to his assistance if necessary, f without any warrant,) and may 
carry offenders before a justice for punishmeat, as the act directs. 

By the same Act . Persons who shall draw or roll on the fool pave^ 
< metii, any cask, wheel, sledge, brewer's pulley, rcbrrl^ 
barrvu.', or other carriage,' or wilfully ride or lead any 
borse or oiber cattle, or carriage of any kind, may be ap» 
prehended by any person without a warrant, for the pur* 
pose of being carried before a Jfistice, to be dealt with e$ 
the Act directs. 

By the same Act. No bonv windows, or other prcjections, shall he 
erected beyond the line of the street, (jSc i all signs shall 
be placed flat on the walls ; and the Commissioners are 
authorised to remove aU steps, cellar windows, and dung-' 
bins, or to alter the same in such manner as ibey shall 
think fif ; and shall cause all encroachments and annoy" 
ances to he removed and altered, at the expense of the 
owner or occupiers. 

By the same Act* The names of the streets shall be placed or wrote 
on each corner, itnd the lamp irons numbered i penalty 
for defacing names io5. 

Penalty icHfu !ly breaking lamps 20s, and the expense of 

renewing them. 
Persons accidentally breaking lamps to pay the expense <^ 
repairing, 
• Any person may seize offenders. ( i ) 

It is the duty of every Constable, where offences fall under his 
review cognizable by a summary process before the Justices, to 
proceed against the offenders; and also to give notice to the High 
Steward, or his deputy, or the Commissioners fo& paving and 
lighting, as the case may be, of all nuisances or encroachments*' 
&c. which may be assigned to them to remove, that in every case 
the public may suffer no injury, and that a good Police may be 

preserved. 

As the lower classes of the people are often ignorant of the pe- 
nalties of the la\v with respect to various nuisances, and are in 
some instances nut aware that ihey are committing penal offences, 
it would be of ereat use. If Constables in their ditterent <fistricts 
would admonish delinquents as often as they see offences com* 
mitted, and where mild measures fail, that they would make 
examples of those who repeat the ofienoe, after being wasned oC 
Che.consequences., ... 

(i) The Acts lo Geo. IL cap. 22. Contain regulations for the city 
1 1 Ceo. III. cap. 29. J of London simitar to those in 

hVestminSter and parts adjacent. 
The Acts zS Geo. n. c,ip.- (). \ Establish similar rr^^u/.itions for 
. 6 Ceo, Hi, cap* 2^. J Southwi^rk and purlii adjacent. 




PART Vll. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables, as it relates to 

Frauds commitied on the Public by the Sale ofun^ 
zuboiesome Provisions^ or Bread, Meaty Provisions 
in general, or any other Article adulterated or 
deficient in Wdght or Measure. 

SECTION XXXI. 
9atp of <onflabI^ at it tdattf to ttntii^oierotne 

It is the duty of every Constable to keep a watchful eye on tho 
butchers, and other persons selling unwholesome meat, fish, bread, 
butter, or other provisions within his ward or district, and to give 
notice to the Magiftrates of all uftcnccs of this nature, by which 
the healths of his Majesty's subjects may be endangered, (i.) 

By ibc Ordinances of\ Butchers selling swine's Jiesb measled or 
Henry IIL Xikad of the murrain, on coNvlcHm tball 
Edward I. (be amerced/or the first time — second, put 
EdvMOfd //. J in the pillory-^tbird, fined and imprU 
sorieef — and fo\trth, sballforsvrar the icnvn. 

By ibe common law. Butchers and others exposing to sale unwhole- 
some meat, or provisions of any kind, may be punisbei by 
fine or imprisonment^^ffeneet of tbit nniwre to be fre* 
senied and indieied iy ibe Constable, 

By Act of I ) and 1 Habere old and corrupt butter is put np wiib new 

l4^Cban II. cap. 26. J and sound, or whey butler with butter made of 
cream, the offender Jorfeits the v^li*( of tbe buiUr Jalsely 
packed ; and no person shall repack butter Jor sale on pain 
of forfeiting double the value. 

My J I G0O, lim cap* 19. Batert tisin^ alum or any ifUtir^m miX' 
ture9 i« $rea/l, arp subject to high penattUu 



SECTION XXXIL 

tMtp Of €efiBiStiSM Ojl it tdatf ir to ^roUfianir oi: 
ot^ %x^At$ fun bp teStient WnaW n 

The frauds upon the public committed by false weights and 
measures are very extensive. — It is therefore the duty of every 
Constable within waid or disirici to delect and bring to pu-> 
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Tiishment all persons offending in this respect, (i) Also bakers, (l) 
and dealers in salt, (3) selling these necessary articles contrary to 
the assize, regulated according to law for the time being. 
1 1) By II of Henry VIL cap. 4. No person wiibim any city or marM 
Ufwn Aall buy or sell with any w§^bt or measure 
le$s it be marked according to tbe standard in the £jeu 
cbequer, on pain of being fined and amerced^ according to 
tbe discretion oj two Juiticesi and weights and measures 
found deficient are to be immediately destroyed. 
By id Cbarles I. cap, 19. Whoever shall buy or keep any otbsr 
weight, measure, or fard than what is eueordmg to tho 
standard, shall be fined or imprisoned. 
My IS Charles II. cap 8, // any person shall sell any sort of grain, 
ground or ungroundy or any kind of salt usually sold by 
the bushel by any other than the standar d measure, bs 
shall forfeit for every ojfence 40s. 
By II ani 12 WiUiam, cap. 1$. JUtailers of ale or boor noi sellifif 
by tbe standard quart or pint, forfeits 4os,fbroa€h qffence. 
By i^Geo. Ill ^^p- ^3- Weights and measwes ure regulated its 
Mary- Le- bone. 

By 26 Geo. III. cap, 3. 7 Persons subject to the Excise laws, who 
28 Geo. Hi' cap' 37. 3 shall use any false weights, the scales 
and weights shall be forfeited, and the parses shall he 
subject to a penalty of £%co. 



By ss ^^P' 

36 Geo. III. cap. S5 

37 Geo. III. cap. 143. _ 



Justices in Petty Sessions, hi fbe different 
counties m England, may procure stand- 
ards, and appoint Jnspeciors to detect 
emd bring toeemietkn all per sone using false weights and 
measures in their respeetioe dimsions t emd Cemetahles are 
bound to give their utmost assistemce m detecthig (ffe^den 

in this respect ■ 

In the city and liberty of i'Vestminsier. 1 All weights and measures are 
By 29 Geo. II. cap. 25. and \to he sized and sealed by tbe 
^ II Geo, IL tap. IT . j standard hehngm^ to the 
city, and marked by the proper qficer with a porteuUisi 
emd the Annoyance Jury may enter at^ shop or fiaee 
where weights and measures are used, and destroy such 
as are deficient, and amerce tbe offenders any sum not 
exceeding 40s. 

The High Constable and petty Constables are to obey all orders 
of the Court. Penalty for neglect or niisbthaviour 4or. 

(2) By 31 Geq. II. cap. 20. ConUabUs neglecting or refusing to in- 

form 4fgainst takers selling light bread, forfeit tos. 

When a Constable knows or suspects that any person uses false 
weights or measures within his ward or district* it is hb duty to 
eive notice thereof to the High Steward* or his Deputy* or to the 
Ma^rates, that the offender may be detected and punished. 

(3) Pyjojitdt Wm. Uf. cap, at. Ml persons selling sali above the 

assixe price for tbe time hehig, shall, on eonoietiothfor' 
feitfy,for mh qgeneg* 
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With ? view fo prevent offences in the sale of salt, it wonUl ha 
* desirable if Constables in tlicir respective wards would nive notice 
to the retailers of s:ilt (many of whom may otFend from ii^niirance) 
of the severe penalty to which they may be subject, by not cuu- 
forming to the assize regulations. 



PART VIII. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relales lo the 
Protection and Security oj the Public Revenue. 

SECTION xxxirr. 

Various instances occur upon the Statute Books, where the 
prcsense of Constables is required not only to assist in the collec- 
tion of the Public Revenues, but also to detect frauds, and lo 
protect Revenue Othcers from insult and opposition In the exe- 
cution of their duty* The proper, accurate, and full collection of 
the taxes is so necessary for tne existence and well-being of the 
State, and also so important with a view to an equal distribution 
' of the burdens imposed, that officers of Justice can never be more 
usefully employed than in contributing to this beneficial object. 

LAND TAX. 

By Act of z Geo- III- cap. 3. Every CavstabU when required ia 
assist in gutbering the Land lax is bound to obey : and 
where paymmt is refused, H is bis duty, under the auibo* 
rity of a warrantfrom the Comnussioners, to levy by dis* 
tress, and in sucb cases be is justified in brsaking open 
doors in Ibe day time to distrain goods, 

MALT TAX. 

Sy 2 and 3 Edward VL cap* 10. Constables art bound, when called 
upon, to assist the Officers of tbe Revenue, where frauds 
• are suspected in any deceitful mixture of malt contrary to 
law.^Jn anciev.t times, a power was exercised by Con- 
stables under the statute to search for malt improperly 
made} but the modern improvements in tbe Revenue 
Laws respecting this artiele supersedes ibe necessity of my 
in (erf crence.cn the part of any peace ^ficer, unle$swhait 
his ^fisistao^e is required by an Officer of Excise* 

, EXCISE. 

By 12 Cba. II, cap. 23 and 2^. lln certain cases, where Excise Of" 
* 13 Gitf. IL cap, 23. Ifcers enter bouses or places Intba 

nigbt timcB tbe lam retires tbe presence afn Canstabk» 



Diyiiizeo by Google 



i: so 

rvbo (as in cases of a search Jot Ulegftl siUh, it 
frequently armed with the warrant of a Mugistrate,'^ 
binder all circumstances it is bis duty to lend bis assistance 
when required, especially where searches are to be made 
in the night timet because doors cannot be broke open un- 
less in the presence of a peace tifflcer. < 

Where penalties are inflicted for breach of any of the • 
iaws of Excise* and warrants of distress are issued, it is 
also tbe duty of every Constable to levy thepenalUes wbi% 
required so to do, 

CUSTOMS. 

My Charles IT. cap. il. Constables are to be aiding and asshfirrrc 
to all persona appointed fa^r the purpose vf colieciing- tbe 
Revenue of Customs^ or in preventing and detecting frauds^ 

By 2 Geo. U- cap. Constables are also to attend, when required, 
all persons who have war r rants to search for goods whiep 
have not paid tbe duties imposed by law. — Under tbe am* 
tbority of tbe warrant of a Justice, a Constable may enter 
in tbe day fuve. and if resisted, ( after demanding en- 
trance as a jUuiisiubie, in tbe King's name, J be may break 
0pe» doors. — But as a eeridin degree of responsibility aU 
tacbes to the qfficer, much prudence ami cauHon is neees** 
sary in tbe execution of tbis duty. 

Constables may also apprehend persons lurliing about 
tbe sea coast, bei»g reputed smugglers, and suspected to 
be lying in wait for the purposes of illicit trade: and may 
carry them before a Justice, to be seni to tbe house of 
torrecli^ he shall on examinatiou see sifficient grounds 
to if^i this punishment. 

* HAfFKERS AND PEDLARS, 

By 1 1 Geo. II. cap. 26. 7 Constables are bound to put tbe laws infa 
39 Geo. ill* cap* 29* \ esecniimt respeeting hawkers and pedlars 
travelling without licences on refusal or neglect on due no^ 
lice given, be forfeits £10. — A Constable may demand tbe 
production of tbe licence wherever be meets hawkers ira^ 
vetting or dispensing of their goods, and if any fraud is 
discovered, be may, of bis own authority, carry sucb sus-^ 
picious persons before a Justice to be dealt with according 
to law. — Tbe penalty infiicted in tbis case upon Constables 
by the Legislature for neghct of duty may appear heavy 
and severe; but the public interest requires that a strict 
eye should be kept on tbis d iss of dealers : tnid that tbe 
utmost vigour and energy i^buuid be manifested in detect' 
ing those that are in tbe progress of committing ojences* 
It b not the Revenue arising from the licence duty alone that 
the Le^slature seems tohave nad in view, since there are five 
tnethods by which (with aomt exceptions) the public are defrauded 
by hAwkm and peolais : 
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1st. By {?eaUng fraudulently without a licence, 
ad. By dealing under cover of a borrowed licence^ 
^d. By the purchase and sale of stnuggicd goods. 
4th. By the purchase (at an under priccj and sale ot ^oods stolen. 
5th. By uttering ana drcttUting counterfeit money, chiefly 
among the ignorant and unwaiy in the country. 
By 29 G€0<ili' cap. 26. — I. Hawkers travelling wUbout a lkence*or< 
■wbo shall refuse to produce their ik ence, forfeit J[io, 

2. Hawkers exposing goods to suie by auction witkout a 
liceme, forfeit £$o» 

3. Hawkers consoieUd m dealing in smuggled goods, or 
goods fraudtiUfUfy procured, Jbrikil tbeir licences, 
and in addition to all other penalties* are rendered 
incapable of obtaining anew one. 

4. Hankers tvbo have not ibe word licenced hawker 
in Large Roman letters on tbeir packs, boxes, pack* 
aigesf carts, waggons, or otber vebkU cbimeying 
goods, and also on every room, shop,, arptaee wbera 
be shall trade, and Hkert'txe on every hand-biU or 
advertisement published, together with the number 
and name inserted in bis licence, forfeit £io, 

5. Unlieenced persons marldng tbeir packs as above C ^ 
m cover } forfeit £10* 

6* Hawkers travelling with a borrowed1icince,forfeit £^ 
7. Hawkers lending a licence forfeit £\o, ana the licence 
becomes void, and tbey cannot have another. — /4ny 
person may apprehend a hawker offending as above, and 
deliper bim to a Constable to be carried befire a Justice, 
S. Constables refusing to oishi in ibe execution of ibis 

Act, forfeit £\o. 
9. Witnesses refusing to appear and give evidence, for'- 
• feit £io» 

^ Persons setting goods mdm^aeiured by tbemselves, eitber 
in person, or by tbnr clMren, servants, apprentkes, or 
agents, are exempted, allbougb tbey go from door to 
door, (selling by wholesale only.) 
Those who apprehend offenders under this Act, and contribute to 
the conviction J are intitled to one half of the penalties recovered* 



PART IX. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates ta 
* tbe Recovery of Small Titbes. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

By IttlUle of 7 and 8 William, cap. 6, *1 By virtue of a warrant'. 

10 and 1 1 William^ cap. 15. I from two Justices, 
6 Anne, cap. 28. | Constables arc bound 
1 Geo, I. cap^ 7* J to levy the money ad- 
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judged for infusing the payment of small tithes, by distress and 
sale in three days, and they may retain the charges for making 
dfstre^y and costs may be allowed, not exceeding ios» 

Tithes under 40^. a year, and tithes due by Quakers under ^^lo* 
are recoverable in this way« 



PART X. , 

Explaining the Duty of Constables as it relates Pi bH 

Majesty*s Forces. * / 

SECTION XXXV. 

*p\it\} of OlouftaWciD? it relatcflf to tijc ^iXim. 

All Constables are bound to be aiding and assisting to Lord 
Lieutenants of cities, counties, &:c. arid also to their Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, and to Magistrates, in the execution of the Acts in force 
relative to the nuliiia. 

Every Constable in his ward or district is bound, with purity 
and integrity f to return a true list of all persons liable to serve In 
the miHiia» and strictly to obey the precept he receives for that 
purpose, without favour or partiality. 

By the Acts for regulating the militia, two Deputy Lieutenants 
within any subdivision may issue their warrant, requiring the at- 
tendance of the Constable of any parish ; and if he shall refuse 
or neglect to appear; or if an^^ chief Constable shall refuse or 
neglect to return the proper lists ; or if any or either shall be 
guilty of afty fraud, or wilful partiality, or gross neglect of duty, 
the Deputy Lieutenants, at their discretion, may inflict a penalty 
on the offender, of not more than j^5. or less than 40^. or may 
commit him to the common gaol for the space of one month ; and 
persons'endeavouring to procure a false return shall forfeit ^^50. ( i) ^ 

(1) Bif Act 42 Geo, III. tap, 90. Occupiers of houses making Jake 

turns farjcit £3, 
Prevailing on Constables to make false returns^ forfeit £S0» 
Constables to make out lasts of all males between th< a^^^rs 

of 18 nnrl agreeable to a form prescribed; and to af^ 
Jix a cupi/ on (he church door, with the notice rf^cetingf 

for heunn;^ and appeals. 
Coudabks to at tend the Depuly Lieutenants to verify their 

lasts, and to amend the same vokere necessary. 
ConateMes neglecting to appear or to return Idsts, of vio 

shali be guilty of anyfraudt partiality, or neglect, may be 

committed for one monihj or fined any sum not exca^Hnig 

£20» at the discretion of ' the Deputy JJmtenanis. 

F 
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SECTION XXXVI. 
Dutp of Conftatilcfif a.fif it tt\att» to l)t? fll9ajei?tp'3* 

1. BILLETING OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN GENERAL. 

The Act of 42 Geo. III. cap. 88. commonly called the Mutiny- 
Act, authorises and requires Constables, Headboroughs,&c. to billet 
the officers and soldiers in his Majesty's service, in inns, livery 
stabUs, alehouses i victualling houses^ and the houses of sellers of wine 
hy retail, to be drank in their own houses or places thereunto belong" 
ingy (except persons who keep taverns only, being freemen of the 
Vintner's Company of the city of London, admitted before the 
5th July, 1757, or w^ho since have, or hereafter shall be admitted 
in right of patrimony or apprenticeship ;) — Also all houses of per~ 
sons selling brandy, strong waters, cyder, Gff. by retail, to be drank 
in houses (except the houses of distillers, who keep places for dis- 
tilling strong waters, and the house of any shopkeeper whose 
dealings shall be more in other goods than in strong waters, so 
ihat such distillers and shopkeepers do not suffer tippling in their 
houses). 

1st. Soldiers shall not be billeted in any other house than those 
^bove described, nor in no private house whatsoever. 

2d. All Billets, when made out by the Constable, shall be de- 
livered into the hands of the Commanding Officer present. 

3d. But the Billets so delivered, shall be only for the effective 
soldiers present to be quartered, and no more, — as the Act particu- 
larly directs. 

4th. Any military Officer who shall quarter soldiers otherwise 
than this Act directs, or who shall offer any menace or com- 
pulsion tending to deter, or discourage Constables performing 
their duty, shall, on being convicted thereof before two Justices 
of Peace on the oath of two witnesses, (if the conviction is af- 
firmed at the Sessions,) be disabled from holding any military 
employment in. his Majesty's service. 

By 25 Geo. III. cap. 3. Constables, on receiving an order from the Ad- 
miraltjjy are bound to quarter Marines in the houses liable to 
receive soldiers, 

BILLETING OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN THE CITY AND 
LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, AND PLACES ADJACENT IM 
MIDDLESEX AND SURREY, AND THE BOROUGH OF 
SOUTHWARD, — (the CITY OF LONDON EXCEPTED.) 

When High Constables, petty Constables, Headboroughs, &c. 
• Within the limits above-mentioned, are required to quarter the 
officers and soldiers of his Majesty's guards, the respective High 
.Constables shall issue out precepts to the petty Constables, &c. in 
the several parishes, wards^ haiplcts, districts, withio their 
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fcspecttve divisions^ to VUkt wch officers and sijdiers in the 
houses subjected tberetOi a» above fnemipiied, — tqually and pro- 
portfofiaffyf accorMng to the tti^mktrto k( quarttnd^ and of the housn 
subject to rmive thm, as before meiitioned* 

And to prevent abuses in billeting soldiers in Westminster, and 
places adjacent in Middlesex and Surrey, &cc, the petty Con« 
stabies and Headboroughs, ^fc. in their respective parishes, wards, 
or district?, shall, at every general Qiiarter Sessions of the Peace, 
deliver upon oath, to the Justices in oesslons holden for fVestmin'^ 
iterf MtddUstXf and Surrey, in open Sessions assembled, trui 
Lists signed hj theviy of all houses, with the number of persons in- 
babking the same> who are liable (according to the description 
above mentioned) to receive officers and soldiers, together with th^ 
names and rank of all Mich officers'and soldiers as are billeted in 
each house, to the intent all persons, on application to the Clerk 
of the Peace, may be at liberty to inspect the said Lists, without 
fee or reward, — And where any person shall require a copy of 
such Lists, the^ Clerk of the Peace^ on being paid ^t the rate of 
two-pence a shcety containing 150 words^ mil forthwith fumisk 
th^same. 

Petty Constables, Sec. neglecting to deliver such Lists^ or who 
. shall deliver false or defective Ltn§» forfeit 

REMARKS. 

These abstracts pf the existii^g statute relative to the billeting 
of soldiers^ are gfven with a view to impress upon the iiiin4^ botS 

of the Hi^ and Petty Constables, the great importance of . th« , 
duty assigned them by the Legislature, and the necessity oif cpn.- 

ducting it, not only with the greatest purity as it respects them- 
selves, but also with a firm and determined resolution, while the 
purposes of the Act arc fulfilled as it respects the quartering of of- 
Jicers and soldiers, that none of those abuses alluded 10 in tiie Act 
shall be suffered to take place, by issuing billets at random op th.^ 
mere requisition of a Serjeant or other noi>*comroisspned (^cejr. 
The Consiable must ever keep in view, thai the Act requires him 
•* t^ delfver Biikts anly for effective soldiers present to be quarierfit 
and no more and that such Billets shall be t qually and propor- 
tionally distributed, according to the number to be quartered, and 
to the houses subject to receive them \ that the publicans may not 
be biirthcned with a greater proportion than the law allows ; and 
that, abaue all. Billets iiiay nut be drawn for men that are not ef* 
ffdiw or fresenU^-Ot men who are in hospitals, barrack^i or in 
X>ther quafrter9| afibrding thereby an opportunity to ihe person^ 
who^old the^ fraudulent Billets, to obtain money on Ui?ti pre* 
iiences from the publicans and others for oot> quarters. 

It is the indispensable duty of every Constable to protect the 
persons liable to receive soldiers against every fraudulent device of 
this kind, and to visit the houses occasionally, w ii,h a view to dis- 
cover all insouc^s wliQxe ^tjtcippu h^ve h^en AXiadc by nou-cqnip 
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inlnnofied officers or soldiers to iifipose or to extort money on fJse 
pretences, by requiring more Billets than are necessary, or by using 
those unnecessary Billets fraudulently, that the offenders may be 
apprehended for the fraud, and punished by imprisonment, the pi]-> 

lory, or transportation, according to the sentence of the Court 
before which they are convicted.* — Every collusion on the part of 
petty Constables, &c. with a view to benefit themselves by frau- 
dulent Billets will render them parties in the conspiracy, and may 
plunge them in the deepest distress, from which they can never 
extricate themselves. 

A Constable, in issuing Billets, can never be too much on his 
guard. — He ought never to forget that it is a duty he owes to the 
public, not only to see that the soldiers are well accommodated ; 
out that this accommodation is not lessened or abridged, or the 
publicans, Sic. imposed on, by* issuing Billets for men that 
arc not effective, and men that arc not present ; or if present, who 
are in part men who arc already billeted, and appear for the pur- 
pose of deception. — Constables should further keep in view, that 
men who appear with such fraudulent designs, will, when they 
receive Billets, personate those who are absent, and not eflfecttve ; 
and will lay housekeepers who are unable to accommodate soldiers, 
(and who must pay them out,) under an illegal and fraudulent 
contribution, to the amount of five or six shillings a month. — ^To 
prevent these abuses, the Constables should see every soldier .who 
IS to be billetted, and should call over the names ; and where a 
fraud is suspected, on an application to the Field Officer in wait- 
ing, or the Clerk of the Orderly Room at the Horse Guards, who 
vill be very ready to assist in detecting it, and in bringing the 
offender to punishment. 

On no account should a petty Constable permit any seijeant to 
£11 up his Billets. — It is impossible for him, with a safe con- 
Kieiice, to swear to his returns being true^ unless he executes 
every part of the duty himself, (or with the assistance of some 
confidential person acting under his direction,) which the law im- 
poses on him. — And where Billets are delivered to the Serjeants 
without seeing the soldiers, it is impossible to swear that the JList 
returned to the Sessions is a true List, (if ihe Act dirfcts^ 



* There arc about 4900 houses aobject to receive soldiers, withfn the 

limits assigned by law for qiiarterin<; the three regiments of euards.— If the 
six High Lonstablcs, name ly, for lVc\tminster, Holborrif Finsbuiy, the Tower Liberty^ 
Tower flam/ets, and Soutkwark, attend to the directions of the Act in distributing 
the men eauaiiy and pn^orlionably , according to the number to be quartered, and 
that no false Billets are put in circ ulation, the burden upon the whole will be 
couiparatively light; and t)ic persons liable to receive »phhers will be oro- 
tected against frauds, which in the year 17 91 were estimated the whole to 
amount to little short off 12, coo. in the cotine of a year. — Regulations have 
been introduced into the Act with a view to correct this evil ; but further 
improvements in the system appct^r to be necessary, to w hich the attention of 
-libiScciatary at War is directed, with every disposition to prevent abuses. 
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ITpon the whole, let it be the rule with all Constal>1es, 
1a/, To distribute the Billets equal/jf and proportional^, without/jvovt 
or q/fection, 

2d, To grant RiBets OJi/y to efibctive men present, as the 'aw directs^ 
Sd, To €ldtper no BiUets without teeing the men ;^and o^ooe alL, 4i» 

blank tnlktMt without names inserted. 
Ati. To go round to exrri/ house, according to the directions of the 

Act J and rfturn the naint of evciy officer and sofdier quartered; 
and it xcould be of importance^ unth a viae to the discovery tif 
frauds^ if the returns specified both the in and out-tjuarters, 
Sth, To remove no BSkts without the advice and sanction of a Mih 

gisfrate, 

fiT It is at the same time the kodispensable duty of Constables 

to give every facility nnd dispatch in billeting soldiers; 
and to see that they suffer no inconvenience from any Ull* 
necessary delay in procuring proper quarters. 

BILLETING SOLDIERS IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND VIL- 
LAGES ^ AND IN THE COUNTRY, lilCLUDING DRA- 
GOONS, &C. 

By section ^9 of the Mutiny Act, {1802,) Constables, Headbo- 
roughs, Tithingmcn, and other Chiet Officers and Magistrates of 
cities, towns, and villages, and other places, or any one Justice of 
Peace inhabiting in or near any such city, town, village, or place, 
are authorised and required to billet oificers and soldiers m his 
Majesty's service in the houses and places hereinbefore described ^ 
hut not in private houses. And by the 3^d section of the said 
Act, the officers, men, and horses belonging to his Majesty*^ 
Horse or Dragodns, are to be quartered in the inns, livery stables, 
alehouses, victualling houses, and other houses allowed by this 
Act, and are to be furnished by the occupiers with diet nnd small 
beer, and with stables and hay for their horses, paying tor the 
same out of the subsistence-money, the rates hereatter mentioned. 
And persons who have no stables are to make such allowance to 
others Mrho furnbh siabtes as two Justices shall think reason- 
able; sec. 14* 

Sec. 35* Dragoons and their horses to be btlleted in the same 
houses; namely, one man where there shall be one 
or two horses, nor less, than two men where there 
shall be four horses, and so in proportion for a greater 
number ; and each man shall be billeted as near his 
horse as possible. 

Sec. 36. Commanding Officers may change Billets for the bene- 
fit of the service, and Magistrates and Constables are 
required to billet the men so exchanged. 

Scc« 37 • Officers taking money, or sufiering money to be takeD> 
for excusing persons liable to receive soldiers, shall be 
cashicKdt 
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Sec. 33. HigH CoDSUbks, Beadles, or other oflictn or persons 
■^atsoever, authorised to billet officers and soldifers^ 

who shall neglect or refuse to find quarters when re- 
quired, (provided sufficient notice be given before the 
arrival of the troops,) or shall demand or receive any 
reward or agree for any sum of money for excusing 
persons liable to receive soldiers, shall forfeit ^^5. and 
not less than 40$, for each offence. 
Persons liable to quarter soldiers who shall refuse to re- 
ceive and victual oflicers and men, or who shall not 
furnish good and sufficient hay and straw for the 
horses billeted,, sh^l forfeit ^5. and not less than 40*. 
See* 39« To prevent abuses in quartering soldiers, one or more 
Justices in their respective jurisdictions may, by a 
■warrant under their hands and seals, require and com- 
mand the High Constable, or other officer who shall 
billet soldiers, to give an account in writing to the 
Justices requiring the same, of the number of oflicers 
and soldiers ^rtered by them, and the names of the 




Sec* 40, 4r- Tnnliolders and others upon whom soldiers shall be quartered^ 
(except on a march, or employed in recruiting, and likewise ejt- 
cept Ihe recruits by them raised, for the space of seven days at 
jnost for such non-commissioned officers and soldiers who are 
recruiting, and recruits by them raised,) who shall be desirous to 
hirnoh candles, vinegar, and salt, {^tis, and allow the use of 
fire to non*commissioned officers and soldiers for dressing and 
eating their meat, and shall give notice of such desire to the 
Coniniandine Officer, in such case, they shall provide their own 
victuals ana small heer, and receive their tubiisleiioe-nioiKf 
instead of the innholder. 

Sec* 4a. Military officers, into whose hands subsistence-money shall come, 
shall give notice thereof to the innholders quartering soldiery 
to whom the money applies, and shall in four days alter call for 
tlic accounts or debts (if any shall be) between them and the 
officers and soldiers so quartered, and shall pay the same before 
tlie subsistence-money be distributed, either to officers or sol- 
diersi provided that oie said accounts do not exceed as tbilow': 
via* ^'^^ I ifratu 

small bear, {/(nrfo^klune. 

For a commissioned Officer of Horse, 
|)«ng under the degree of a Captain - ^9^9 £o o € 

For a commissioned Officer of Dra- 
goons, being under the degree of a Cap- 
tain - - - otpooC 

For a commissioned Officer of Footj 
being under the degree of a Captain o i O o o € 
For a light Horseman 0/ Drai'oon q o a 006 
For a Foot Soldier ' - - 00^ 
Where any officer makes default in respect to innholders, ;|lie 
Paymaster shall make good the debts contracted, upon the pro-. ' 
duction of a certificate of (wp Justices that the said debts SikVC 

been proved by two wttiiesacs at the Sesaion&t 
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|>ersons, and the street or place, ^nd signs (If any) 
where they are billettcd, that the said Justices may be 
the better enabled to prevent and punish abuses in 
quartering soldiers. 
Sec. 43« Ko officer, civil or military, is authorised to quartet 
" ' any wives, children, men or mitd aemnts of any of- 
ficer or soldier without the consent of the owners,^ 
toenalty ios, Arirleited b^ the dvil officer, add the mi- 
litary ofeer to be cashiered. 



SECTION XXXVIL 

)s>ntp of €mMW^,a^ it telatt^ to tl)e Ptoliirioit of 
4torringt^ for fjijSf ^ytltpg jrorce^ in tftetc 

The 45th section of the Mutiny Act (1802) authorises Justices 
to issue their warrants to Constables where troops are on a marchp 
requirinfi; tfitem to provide carrriages and able men to drive the 

same, allowing them time to provide such carriages, that the 
neighbouring parts may not always bear the burthen ; and sped- 
Fying in the said warrants the places to which they shall travel, 
not exceeding one day's journey, except in cases of necessity, 
v^iicrc the day's march ot tlie troops is prescribed in the order 
produced to the Magistrate, and where the same does not exceed 
a$ miles, paying down in hand to the Constables, for the use of 
those who prome the carriages* as IbUows : vis* 

Waggons oc carriages with 5 horses, </« for the number of 

miles men^ned in the waraant* 
Wain with 6 oxen, ix. per mile. 

Warn with 4 osen-and 2 horss% i^. dittp* 

Carts with 4 horses, 94/. ditto. 

And so in proportion for less carriages. 

Or any further sum not exceeding 4//. for any carriage rated at 
If. a mile ; and ^d, for every carriage rated at 9*/. a mile ; 
and so in proportion for less carriages, as the same shall be 
fixed by the Justices granting the warrants, thcv having re- 
^rdtothe price of hay and oois at the time of^ fixing Wh 
additional rates. 

't^he ConMid)te 'is tb fjlvt m receipt in writing to the person 
paying lAn liw hionejr.*— Miltlaiy officers, for whose detach- 
ments, carriages are provided, tonstiaining or forcing any 
carriage tb^ravel beyond the distance sped6ed in the Magistrata4 
Vrarranti or wh^ shall not discharge th^-Bstaie in dne time to return 
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liome on the same day, (if practicable)) or vrfao shall suflef znf 
soklier or servant, (except siich as are sick ,) or any woman to ridie 
on any carrlage^or who shall force any Constable by threatning 

©r menacing words to provide saddle horses for themselves or ser- 
vants, or shall force horses from the owners, by them^ves, 
servants, or soldiers, shall forfeit for every such offence oa, 
prodf thereof made before tvt^o Justices. 

Ill cases where the day 's march shall be such, either owing ta 
distance, the state of the roads, or season of the year, as not to 
afhnit of a return of the carriages on the same 'day on which they 
shall have been impressed, such further compensation shall be 
made to the owners as shall be deemed reasonable by the Magis- 
trate who granted the warrant, not exceeding the usual rate and 

hire of such carriages. 

Sec. 46. In cases of emergency, the Secretary at War inay 
authorise a Commanding Officer or Commissary Ge- 
neral of Stores, to require Justices to issue warrants 
for providing saddle horses^ and four-wheeled car* 
riages let to nire ; and also vessels used in canals or 
rivers with men and horses, to convoy arms, baggage* 
&c. and on such requisition Justices are required ta 
issue their warrants to Constables, to provide such 
carriages usually let for hire ; and also boats, barges, 
and vessels used for the carriage of coals, lime, and 
goods, on rivers and canals, witli able men and horses 
to drive, navigate, and draw, the same ; and the offi<- 
cers demanding su^ conveyances ^all pay down in 
hand to the Constable for the hire such sums as the 
Justices shall direct, not exceeding the usual rates, 
(exclusive of tolls and post-horse duty, which in such 
cases are not to be demanded,) for the use of the re- 
spective owners, and shall give a receipt without a 
Stamp tu the person paying the same ; and the of- 
ficer commanding may send by the above mentioned 
conveyances arms, cloaths, accoutrements, baegage, 
officers, soldiers, servants) women^ cfaildreny andotfaer 
persons. » 

Sec. 47» Officers forcing or constraining horses, carriages, boats, 

' Sec. to proceed beyond the distance specified in the 

warrant of the Magistrate, without a licence from one 
or more Justices, shall forfeit 

Sec. 48. No waggon, wain, cart, or carriage impressed, shall 
be Habfe to carry above 3ocwt« 

Sec. x8. Where a High Constable or a Petty Constable shall 
neglect or tefuse to execute the warrants of the Jos* 
tices respecting the provision of men, carriageSf boats* 
&c. he or they shall forfeit for each offence 40/. and 
not less than ^of . 
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Sec. 19. Where the money paid to Constables ihay iiot be sufll* 
cient to answer the charge and expense of providing 
carriages, boatSi 5cc* and to guard and protect them 
against advances of money and oppression, all over- 
. . pluses are to be made good to the Constables by the 
Treasurer for the coumy for which he acu^ oui of the 

^ ' county stock. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

It is the indispensable duty of all Constables^ when authorised 
and required by the warrant of a Magistrate, to use every exertion 
in procuring carriages and other conveyances for his Majesty's 

forces while on a march. — It is a duty of great importance ; and 
ought to be performed with vigour and firmness^ at the same time 
with good temper, on the part ot the Constable. — It is by the ex- 
ercise and pnideiict- in <uc\\ emt-rgencies that those who arc forced 
into this service are made to see its necessity and importance ; and 
by being thus reconciled to it, a greater degree of energy and dis- 
patch is manifested than when menaces and Insolent language zxo 
used. - • 

Under all circumstances, those peace officers who are appointed 
to perform this public duty, must feel that it is a service which 
requires not only to be wtU tii/it, but to be accomplished with all 
possible dispatch, 

' i ,» p i pi i n iiipp. — II I . I ■ r .li I l i , 

SECTION XXXVIII. 
Watf nt€nnttai\t^ a0 it relates to Wttitutg ftom 

By the 6oth clause of the Mutiny Act, (1802,) it is declared to 
be lawful -for' any Constable, Headborougn, &c. to apprehend any 
person who may reasonably be suspected to be a deserter, and to 
carry him before a Magistrate for examination ; and if by his own 

confession, or the oath of one witness, he appears to be an enlisted 
soldier, the Constable by virtue of the warrant of the Justice may 
convey him to prison. 

Ct)nstables and others apprehending deserters, on producing a 
ccrtihcate ot such deserter's being in safe custody, in the Savoy or 
other prison, by virtue of a warrant from a Justice, such Justice 
^all issue his order to the Collector of the land tax to pay the 
Constable or other person who apprehended euch deserter the sum ' 
of 20s. 

Sec* 6i« Persons harbouring, concealing, or assisting any de- 

• serter from his Majesty's service, knowing him to be 
such, shall forfeit for every offence the sum of to 
be recovered bet ore one Jusiice. 

G • 
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Sec. 62. Persons knowingly detaining, buying, or exchanging, 
or otherwise receiving from any soldier or deserter^ 
or other person, on any pretence whatsoever, any 
arms, domes, caps, belonging to the King, or any 
such articles belonging to any soldier or deserter ge« 
nerally deemed regimental necessaries, shall forfeit for 
every offence the sum of ^5. to be recovered before 
one Justice. 



PART XI. 

Explanation of the Duty of Constables as it relates to 
treasonable and seditious Conspiracies against the 
Sovereign, the Government and Constitution of the 
Country^ and the Security of the SubjecU 

SECTION XXXIX. 

« 

jBDutp of €mttMt$ teiatiDe to flraitotoisjer ConQ^ 

racieie?, fee. 

It being the duty of every Constable to visit frequently the dif- 
ferent public houses In his ward, district, or division, with a v iew- 
to iicenceSi billeting soldierSf and vaiiuus other objects meiiUoned 
in these directions, it is indispensably necessary that he should make 
particular and minute inquiry relative to the nature and purpose 
of all clubs or. meetings which may be assembled at any time in 
the public houses undtr his particular charge, and that he should 
make it a matter of conscience to use every prudent and discreet 
rncthod to discover whether such cluh are for any political purpose F 
I'f^H'ther they are composed of a mixture of the superior and inferior 
classes of the people P JVhether soldiers at any time are admitted into 
such meetings IVkether papers are circulated among the members^ 
aaihs administered^ or speeches made ? and fVbether there is an affec~ 
taiion of secrecy er mystery in their proceedings? And wherever a 
suspicion is excited, notice should be ^ven thereof, by means of a 
private communication with one or more of the Magistrates of the 
district ; first endeavouring to procure the names and places of ' 
abode [where it can be prudently done without exciting suspicion) 
of as many of the members as possible, w ith every other particu- 
lar which can throw light on the object or design of such lueet- 
tnp«— Keeping in view at the same time, that (while crimes of 
this nature may be in a great measure prevented by vigilance and 
attention) if conspiracies tending to any wicked or unlawful pur« 
pose are discovered by any other meaoi^ it will be a Kvere ieBec« 
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tion, ani! a great reproach on every Constable in whose ward or 
district such conspiracies are found, as well as a mark of great 
carelessness if not disloyalty, and also a want of a due attention to 
the solemn oath administered to eveiy Constable on his admission 
to office, namely, ** that he shall well and truly serw cur sove^ 
riignLordtbtKtngf according to the best of hU skill and knowledge/' 
As no greater cnlnmity can bcfal any country than that which 
arises from conspiracies against its government, or against the 
persons or property of individnals, since, if permitted to grow into 
maturity, it produces bloodshed t deaths and every other evil, tend- 
ing to the ruin of families, the destruction of property, and the 
dissolution of that order by which society exists, no man that is 
not in the greatest degree wicked and depraved will enter into 
such criminal conspiracies: and every. man so disposed is aiji 
enemy to his country. 

As Constables, by the constitution and laws of England, are in 
an especial degree intrusted with the preservation of the King's 
peace, and as the old word Conning or Constable means a stay or 
prop to the King's government, to them it particularly belongs to 
watch narrowly the conduct of alt the King's enemies and op- 
posers whatsoever, not only in]^jiMV bouses but in all other places^ . 
that their criminal designs may be frustrated, wherever they ma* 
nifest a disposition to do mischief.* 

In cases of this nature, (of all others the most important,) it 
. will be criminal in a Constable to remain inactive, where a sus- 
picion is excited in his mind ; and it will be equally so to conceal 
from the Magistrates any information which comes to his know- 
ledge tending to the hurt or injury of his Majesty, or his govern- 
ment, or of any of his subjects ; such as, 

ist. Conspiracies to overturn the government^ or injury to the 

sacred person of the King or his Royal Family, 
ad. Attempts to seduce soldiers or seamen from their duty and 

allegiance, and to bear arms against their Sovereign, 
jd. Attempts to seduce ignorant persons or others to bear arms 

against the King, and to take imlawfnl oaths. 
4ih. Uulavvlul conspiracies with a view to injure the property 
or destrov persoi\j5 of the King's subjects^ . 
These are ileciafed by the laws to be the highest and most 
atrocious crimes which can :be committed, and th& of- 
fenders are subjected to the severest and most ignominious 
punishments which the Judges can legally inflict ; and 
therefore are most of all deserving the attention of all 
persons who serve the office of Constable. 

• Where Constables are vigilant and u^ful in discovering' and detecting 
treasfuiable or leditious designs against-Mv* Maxsty or •his goverament, in 
addition to the credit v. I^kH attaches to such meritorious GOOjduft, tfaoy wi^l 
always liberally ciQwafdediior tlieirservicjES. . ..'^ . 
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PART XII. 

Explaining the Duty of a Constable as it relates to 
making Distress for Rents y Taxes, Parish Rates, 
&c.; and for Penalties incurred in consequence of 
the Cofiviciions of Magistrates, and other Chief 
Officers. 

SECTION XL. 
Hclattbc to SDtftrcdcjG^ anb JS>a\t for Htnu 

Tbc floods of the occupiers of houses or lodgings rented by thd 
year, half year, or month, may be distrained ror rent due, or in 
arrcar \ and the goods of a weekly tenant may be detained for rent 
liu'-, if an attempt is made to carry them away. — If a monthly or 
weekly lodger depart his lodgings, the landlord may advertise the 
articles left ki the newspapers, which may be sold in fowTtetn 
days after, if he does not return ahd take them away. T he lawr 
prescribes no particular mode of removing a weekly lodger, unless 
m his absence the landlord locks the door?, which the lodger is not 
to break at his peril. This cannot however be done if the lodger 
pays his rent regularly. Weekly lodgers in Westminster may be 
&ued for rent in the Court of Conscience for that jurisdiction. 

It is convenient that a Constable should be present when goocfs 
are distrained for rent, and it is his duty to assist the landlord or 
person difitraining ; and where any goods shall be taken in distress 
lor rent reserved or due, and the tenant or owner does not within 
five days after notice being given thereof replevy the same, according 
to law, then the person distraining may, with the assistance of the 
Constable, cause the goods to be appraised, and afterwards may 
sell the same for the best price towards the payment of the rent 
actually due, and the reasonable charges, leaving the overplus in 
the Constable's hands for the use of the owner. Stat, 2 William 
and Mary, cap. 5. — 11 Geo. II. cap. 19. 

APPRAISERS' OATH. 

Yon shaU swear that you •will faithfxUly appraise and value the goods 
now taken in daitresst and mentioned in the inventory to you 
shotcHf as between buyer and seller^ according to the best of your 

, , skill and understanding ; and that you will noty through partiality, 
interest J or othervise, over or under estimate the said goods. 

So help you God* 

The reiTt may be tendered after the five days, if no appraisement j ^ 
and a tender after appraisement prevents the sale, for all, is but to 
have the rent. 1 
It is the duty of the Constable to sfec,that no unfair advantage 
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Is taken of the person whose goods are distrained, and that they 

are not collusively disposed of, but sold as the law directs, ** at 
the best price thai can he gotten.''* — The Constable is bound to give 
a receipt for the overplus, after satisfying the rent and charges, 
and to pay it over to the tenant witiiout loss of time. 

DISTRESSES AMD SALE BY VIRTUS OF THE WARRANT OV 

A MAGISTRATE, &C* 

In executing warrants of distress and sale of goods under the 
authority of Magistrates or other Chief Officers, it is the duty of 
every Constable to conform strictly to the directions he receives, 
and most carefully to avoid any wanton or improper exercise of 
the powers with which he is invested on such occasions. — He 
must have a tender regard to the property of the person distrained 
Upon ; and he is bound not only to prevent all dilapidation and 
abuse, but also to see that a fair and just inventory is made ; that 
the goods therein mentioned are appraised by a person duly sworn 
(as above) to do justice between the parties ; and if the sum men- 
tioned in the warrant is not paid within the time limited therein,' 
so as to render a sale ultimately necessary, it is further the duty of 
the Constable to obtain the best price that can he gotten, and after 
deducting the sum due and the reasonable charges, to pay over 
(without loss of time} the surplus to the owner of the goods 
oistrained. 

A Constable will comnut a trespass, if of his own authority he 

makes a forcible entry where the law requires the warrant of a 
Justice ; neither can he appraise the goods himself, or sell them* 
until the time mentioned in the warrant expires. — There must in 
such cases be no favour or partiality shewn to the creditor or 
debtor ; wherever ihis is discovered, Constables become unworthy 
of the important trust reposed in them, and are subject to disgrace 
^d punishment* 

In executing a warrant for levying a penalty or other sum of 
money, directed by- an Act of Parliament by distress, the Con- 
stable U authorised to deduct his own reasonable charges oftniing, 
heptngy and selling the goods distrained, before he returns the 
. pyerf lus XQ the owner, 27 Geo. XL cap. ao* . . • 
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PART XIII. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables with respect to 
Warr^U and Summons tn general; Prosecutions 
for Abuse of Pozver, and Escapes^ 

SECTION XLL 

WARRANTS. 

Kvery Constable is bound to execute the Warrants of Magis- 
trates within his jurisdiction ; but he uu^t carefully to distinguish 
between a fp^arrant and a Summms^'-^hc first gives authority^ 
with all speed and secrecy^ to seek nut, stize, and apprehend tno 

£erson therein mentioned^* and to bring bim or her before the 
fagistrate granting the warrant; or he may carry the prisoner 
before <!omc (nber Justice of the county, if it be not specially 
inentionedy but when convenient it is usual to carry the person 
be tore the Justice with whom the complaint origi- 
' f jA ^^^^^ i ^^^^ Constable is to consider the person ap- 
^gatnt t prchcnded in his custody, and that he is responsible 
fir$sn$% yj^^n cither discharged by the Justice, 6i deli- 
vered by virtue of a commitment into the cham of the Gaoler, 
there to remain until liberated by due course of law.— The sutn* 
mons is merely a notice to attend the Magistrate on a g^ven day» 
which will be explained in its proper place. 

Where prisoners are sent back to gaol for further examination, 
it is the duty of the apprehending Constable to attend all exami- 
nations until the prisoner is linally committed lor trial, or dis« 
charged* 

In cases where it becomes necessary to execute a warrant In 
another county, out of the jurisdiction of the Magistrate who 
granted it— The Constable pursuing a person who escapes, or 

who is out of his county, must sec the Magistrate sign the war- 
rant, (and it must be special to himself,} so as to be able to make 
oath to the hand writing before any Justice in the jurisdiction or 
county to which the person may have escaped, who will there- 
lipon indorse the said warrant, which will give authority to the 
Constable to take the person therein mentioned into custody, wfio 
he may follow from county to county, applying for a new indorse* 
ment as often as it shall be necessary. 



* An Officer gives sufficient notice, when he says to the person named in 

his w.irnint, / arrest ycu in the Kind's neme^ &c. in such case the party is 
bound to ot^ey j yet it his autlK>nty is quesuoned, it is prudent to stare that 
he is a Consuible, and dnt he holds a warrant against the party arrested. 
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In executing search warrants, great circumspection ttid piesCklce 
of mind are necessary on the part of the Constable. « , 
— If the warrant is tor the discovery of stolen goods, 
the first object is to carry sufficient force to watch ^°^^j]^^f 
the doors and windows, that no person escapes, and "^yj ^ t^i^'^ 
that nothing is thrown into yards or passages with- ^ ^ *foun, 
out beine immediately detected while tne search, is going on within 
^oors. As criminal receivers of stolen goods are generally very 
acute, and resort to variuus ingenious contrivances for the purposes 
of concealment, the premises ought to undergo the closest inspec- 
tion, especially in cases where the parties are known or reputed 
receivers. The iioors should be examined, and also the walls and 
wainscoat, to discover whether there are any secret or trap doors, 
and every chest, trunk, box, closet, &c. should be completely 
emptied. In this process, the Constable holding the w;arrant 
should be furnished with a list of the articles stolen, and a person 
ought to attend to identify them. Where there is a communica^ 
lion with the roof of the house by a trap door oir otherwise, tho 
search should extend to the tiles, where goods stolen in cases of 
alarm are frequently lodged. As pawnbrokers' duplicates in most 
cases lead to the discovery of goods stolen, all that are found 
should be secured, and a list made of every thing so found, and the 
whole produced before the Magistrate. 

In executing warrants, authorised by different Acts of Pai lla- 
ment, to search for goods suspected to be stolen from g^^^^z 
ships or vessels in the river Thames, or for lead, ^^^^ J^arm 
iron, and other metals, concealed in any house or ^^^f/^^ 
place, it is the duty of the Constable to adhere /jV' ! 
strictly to the warrants, and to remove no article J^^^^ " 
which such warrants do not particularly authorise, 
although of a suspicious nature, neither must any house or place 
be searched or disturbed which is not described in all search war- 
rant, or any improper severity used. To prevent alarm or oppo. 
sition, it will be the duty of every Constable to state his authority 
in terms of the utmost civility before he proceeds to search, and 
to execute the duty assigned him with the utmost caution and dis- 
cretion, and never upon any occasion to exc^ the powers con- 
tained in the warrant. 

Constables ought nlso to know that thcv can only search in 
most cases in the day time, and not after dark, except authorised 
to do so by the warrant ; and further, that searches of their own 
authority are unlawful, and cannot be warranted, unless by the 
voluntary consent of the owners or occupiers. 

If any person shall behave contemptuously with respect to any 
warrant of a lawful Magistrate, by treading it under feet, or cast- 
ing it in the dirt, or burning or destroying it, ^c. the offender 
may be bound to his good behaviour, and may also be indicted and 
finod. 




Constables are to execute all the warr.ints of Justices, and not ta 
dispute them, where fhe Alagistrcite ba'.h jun sdtct'fon , and the xuar^ 
rant is lawful. If a warrant be directed to a Constable by name, 
though he cannot be bound to leave his own parish, he may if he 
will ; and he is justified by the warrant in executing it an^ where 
within the jiirisdietion of the Justice who granted it, oi;hiiii who 
kgatty indorses it. But where a warrant b directed to ali Con» 
itaiii^, it is held that no Officer can execute it out of his 
precinct* 

33 Geo, III, cap. 55. Constables /irglrcfing tlieir dufi/, or discbey'mg 
any order or warrant of a Justice, Jor/eU for ecery offence 
4rO«. 

P&OBBCUTIOKS OF CONBTABLSS FOR AftUSB OF FOWBK. 

■ 

' It is the duty of every Constable to retain and file all warrantr 
entrusted to him to execute, for his own justification, at the same 
time he is bound to certify to the Magistrate what he has done itt 
xespect to the same. When no cause exists for such warrants being 

in force, they oiii^Tu tn he discharged. 

It is necessary that such warrants should be preserved, because 
no action can be brought against any Constable for any thing done 
in obedience to the warrant of a Justice, until a re(juisition is first 
made In writing, and signed by the prosecutCHr or his attorney, de- 
manding the original or a copy of the said warranty and until the 
jtfne has been refused or neglected for six days ; atu! in case after 
' such demand and compliance therewith, any action shall be 
brought without making the Justice a defendant, then, on pro- 
ducing and proving such warrant, fif the powers therein contained 
shall not have been exceeded,) the Jury shall give a verdict for the 
Constable* notwithstanding any defect of jurisdiction in the Justice 
granting ihc same. 

No action can be brought against a Constable unless com- 
menced within six calendar months affer the act conunttted. 

If any action is brought against a Constable for any act done 
by virtue of his office^ he, and all others acting under him, may 
plead the general issuty and give the special matter in cHdence,^ 
and if he recovers he shall have double costs. 21 James I. cap. 5* 

S^CAFBS. 

A Constable permitting a fekm to escape, befoie arrested, ts 
guilty of a misdemeanor, for which he may be indicted wad fined ; 
and if the felon be actually in custody, and then he voluntaiily 

permits him to escape, it is felony in the Coyi stable. For his own 
security he may put a ftlon in the ftocks, or in close prison ; he 
may put irons upon him, or pinion him, to prevent an escape.-— 
Great severity, however, beyond what is nccesrary for safe 
custody, exQepting with respect to very desperate oiFcnders, will 
BOt be exercised by a humane and ihtelligeut officer.'. 
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If the escape is involuntary or by negligence, or if the felon 
destroys himself, under circumstances where the Constable may 
be taken by surprise, he is only subject to a fine. 

A Constable tnsty pursue an offender making his escape into 
another country, and bring him back to the Magistrate under 
ivhose nnthority he acted. 

All p r'Tis rescuing or aiding a prisoner to escape trom a Con- 
stable, conveying him to prison by v irtue or a warrant n{ commit- 
ment tor treason or felony, are guilty of teiony, and liable to be 
transported for seven years. 

Every prudent Officer will consider the charge of a prisoner as 
a sacred charge^ requiring every degree of vigilance and attention. 
In such situations, he ought never to suffer himself to be for one 
moment off his guard, until his prisoner is in the custody of the 
Gaoler* 

SUMMONS. 

Every Constable bctore he proceeds to the house of any person 
"with wnom he is directed to leave a summons signed by a Magis- 
trate to appear before him, should first make a fair copy of it, 
and he should note down in his memorandum-book at Wat house 
hi Uft ity at what hour, and whether it was delivered to the person 
summoned^ cr to what other person in the house where he resides. 
On the day, and at the hour appointed for the party summoned to 
appear, it is fit that the Constable should attend, to verify if ne- 
cessary that the summons was duly served, and that the original 
corresponding with the copy produced was left at the house or re- 
sidence of the party summoned. Many cases occur where parties 
who refuse to appear may be convicted of heavy penalties : it is 
' therefore of greatimpnrtancc that Constables should be extremely 
accurate in executing t?lis duty, and that in all important cases at 
least they should file and preserve the copies of all summonses 
served by them. 



PART XIV. 

Explaining the Duty of Constables who are appointed 
in Rotation to attend the different fVatcb^bouses in 
the Metropolis, and in other large Cities where 
Ifatcbmen and Patroles are established, 

SECTION XLII. 

It Is a general rule in all the parishes, wards, or districts in the me- 
tropolisi and in most large cities where Watchmen are established, 

H 
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fhtt the Constables shall take upon them the duty of attending the 
Watch-houses in rotation, and of remaining there from the time 
the Watchmen go upon duty in the evening until the hour in the 
morning assigned for them to depart to their respective homes. 

It is the duty of the Constable of the Night tel>e at the Watch* 
house at the time the whole of the Watchmen and Patroles are 
assembled ; and before they proceed to their respective beats or 
walks, to see that they are all perfectly sober, and that none are 
absent ; arul when any irregularity is discovered, to note down 
the same as a charge in the watch-book against iheper^n offend- 
ing, with a view to bring the delinquents hefoft the Superin- 
tendants or Trustees o£ the Watch in the morning. In this respect 
there must be no favour, affection, ot conntvaiK4 whatsoever on the 
part of the Constable upon duty. And if in the €Ourse of the 
night he learns that Watchmen or Patroles have not attended to 
the doors and shutters of the inhabitants within their walks, or 
have been in public houses, (when not called upon in the line of 
their duty to keep the peace or to apprehend offenders,) or that 
they have been asleep in their boxes, and have not called the hour 

jK>intedIy and regularly, or have not done their duty in apprehend* 
mg persons lurking about with an intent to comAtit felonies* or 
others charged wim offences, or have in any' respect misbehaved 
themselves^ such acts of delinquency must be distinctly recorded 

in the watch-book, for the information of the Magistrates and 
Trustees in the morning, that the ofFenderg may SU^ex punish- 
mejit according to the nature of ihe offence. 

fT The better to enable Constahki to know thi duties which 
entry fFatchman is called upon to perform, tbej wiU fnd 
' the same detailed in the Appendix to this book. 

The principal duty of the Constable in the course of the lU^t 

IS to receive into his custody, and safely to keep, all persons 
brought to the Watch-house charged with offences or disorderly 
conduct, until they can be brought before the Magistrate in the 
morning ; but unless on a violent suspicion of felony excited ia 
the mind of the Constable, no person can be lawfully detained^ 
unless the person at whose instance he or she was apprehended 
shall come forward and state the specific offence, which the Con- 
stable is to write down in the watch-book, and the person charg'v 
injg must sign the same, and add tliereto in writing his truepht^ 
of^ahode, and trade or profe^^lon^ and whether a housekeeper or 
a lodger; and this being done, the Constable must also acknow- 
ledge by his signature or name put to the charge, that the prisoner 
is in his custody. But he must be previously satisfied that the of- 
fence charged is against law, and such as authorises him to detaiii 
the person ; and further^ that the party accusing must come 
under a solemn engagement to appear befoi^ |b9 M9g»tim VI 
morning, to mak« ^ood |)ie viH ^stasf^ 
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A Constable having no 'dlscredonaijr power committed to him 
by law, cannot of his own authority liberate a person thus charged ; 
but as cases frequently occur where persons of known respectahi* . 
llty have been carried to Watch-houses, it has been customary, 
ttpon their undertaking to appear, or some friend becoming bound 
for their appearance next morning, to permit them to jjo home 
when accused of offences of a slight nature. As however in such 
instances a certain degree of responsibility attaches to the Con- 
stable, inasmuch as he does this at his own risk, it will be pru- 
dent in such cases that the person becommgbail should enter with 
his o^n hand upon the watch-book the obligation he has come 
Under, and should sign the same, and add his place «f ahede mtd 
trade f pnfession^ Where no act of corruption takes place by 
asking or receiving money for indulgencies, the law is best exe* 
cuted when no severity beyond what is absolutely neceSSary tO an- 
swer the ends of public justice is exercised. 

Every Night Constable should understand that all prisoners de- 
livered to htm f properly charged J are considered to be in hh 
custody , and that it is his duty to bring them before the Magistrate^ 
with the prosecutors and the witnesses ^ and in oider to enable 
him to do 80, it would be proper, where persons have attended at 
the Watch-house who can prove any offence committed, to . 
them to insert their names and places of abode, with an under- 
taking to appear before the Magistrate in the morning. 

In cases of felony, it is the duty of the Night Constable In- 
stantly to search the prisoner, and to detain all suspicious articles, 
in which may be included watches , handkerchiefs , and duplicates, 
as well as money, to be produced in evidence before the Ma- 
gistrate. 

Mo Constable bf the Nifi^t ought to exercise greater severity 
than is necessary for the safe custody of prisoners, and in Slight 
offences ^very assistance should be given to enable prisoners to 
send for their friends ; but a Constable is unworthy of the trust 

reposed in him if he demands or extorts, or even receives money 

for any indulgence, or for any act do-ie in the execution of his 
office, unless with the knowledge and consent of a Magistrate, 
and such gratuities only as shall spontaneously arise from the li- 
berality of the paities, and from a wish to maxe a recompense for 
'time spent and services performed for their immediate accommo- 
dation and benefit. 

It is the duty of all Ctmstables attending Watch-houses not to 
. keep prisoners in custody tor a longer time than is absolutely ne- 
cessary to bring them before a Justice, who will generally con- 
sider night charges as the first duty to be attended to in the 
morning ; and with this view, (in the metropolis,) the watch- 
book should be laid before the Sitting Mai^istrutc precisely at ele- 
ven o'clock in the morning, and the jursuns in charge, with the 
witnesi»cS| should then be in wailing, tiiat they ma^sutler as little 
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delay or inconvenience as possible.-— The watch charges should be 

at least intelligibly written, and a fpace left for the insertion of 
the adjudication of the Magistrate under each separate charge. 
This is the more necessary, as watch-books are occasionally pro- 
duced as evidence at tfie General and Qiiarter Sessions, and also 
at the Old Bailey, and other Courts of Justice. 

In conducting a duty so important ; it would be a shocking re- 
proach upon a Constable (independent of the criminality of the 
action^ to be in liquor, or not in a situation to execute the trust 
committed to his charge with prudence and propriety. He ought 
to recollect that such an act of folly and indiscretion rnust come 
to the knowledge of the Magistrates, and that it would not only 
subject him to a pecuniary penalty, but wnuld prove fatal to his 
character. — But while his own conduct is correct, it should be his 
duly to discover wlicthcr the Watchmen or Patroles have been 
guilty of drunkenness, or any corrupt practices, by extorting 
money from unfortunate Women as a licence to walk the streets, 
or in consequence of threats to apprehend them, or to screen them 
from punishment when breaches of the peace or lewd proceed- 
ings may authorise their being taken into custody. And in all 
cases where such offences are committed, it is the duty of thft 
Constable to record the same in the watch-book for the informa- 
tion of the Magistrates, that the delinquents may be proceetlcd 
against according to law. — IVheie corruption prevails^ and bribes 
are received, there never can be a good Police, IVhere nun are dis» 
honest or incapable of their duiyy who are appointed to guard the 
ublic against personal injury and depredation upon property ^ the 
urdins imposed for these advantages become a robbery upon those who 
sustain them,~-lt is therefore the duty of Constables to report 
unfit men,- from age, infirmity, or want of bodily strength, to the 
Trustees, as well as persons charged with drunkenness or corrupt 
practices. Every concealment of this nature is a fraud on the 
public. 

It will be considered as a gross breach of duty in a Constable to 
suffer tippling in the Watch-house, or any liquor to be brought 
there, except what may be necessary for moderate refreshment for 
himself while in attendance during the night. No person ought 
to be suffered to bring liquor of any kind, or any other refresh- 
incnt to prisoners, on any pretence whatsoever, unless as a medi- 
cine, where persons are sick, or who require sustenance from 
being apprehended in destitute situations, and exhausted for want 
of food. 

^ Bj/ 14 Geo. HI, cap. 90. Constables within the citi/ and iiberfjf of 
IVesf minster, and parts adjacent, (namely, that part of St. 
CitmaU Danes and St. Manj-h-Strand not within the li- 
hertif ; the precinct of tlic Saxoy ; t/ie united parishes of St. 
Giles and St. Gedrgc, Bloom^ury ; the united parishes of 
St, Jndrew, Solbmm, above the Bars, and St. Gwrga t^ 
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Martyr i and the liberty o/ SaJfron Hill; Ilatton Garden 
and Ely Hents^J ishall watch in the Watch-houtes 4Uer~ 
nafefy, m a rotation to be settled by the Tnutees ; and sha& 
dispose of according to law all such ftrwM as sboU W 
brought before them. 



' PART XV. 

Respecting the Expenses incurred hy Constables in tbe 

Execution of their Office. 

SECTION XLIIL 

By 27 Geo. II. cap. 3. When any person apprehended has not 
goods -withiii the county to pay the expenses incurred in com* 
xnitting him to gaol by the warrant of a Justice, then, on ap- 
plication by the Constable or any other officer who oonveyed 
the prisoner, the Justice of the same place shali, upon oath, exa- 
mine into and ascertain the reasonable expense to be allowed, 
and shall forthwith, without fee or reward, by a warrant under 
his hand and seal, order the Treasurer of the county or place to 
pay tlie same, which he is required to do as soon as he receives 
the warrant, and the sums so paid shall be allowed in his accounts. 

By 40 Geo. III. cap. 78. It shall be lawful for two Justices 
for any county, when any person or persons shall have been no- 
minated a special Constable for executing any warrants in caset 
of felony, to order, by any writing under their hands, such allow- 
ance to be made to such Constable for his expense and trouble, 
and loss of time in executing or in endeavouring to execute such 
warrants as to them shall seem necessary, which orders shall be 
afterwards laid bclurc and ^>ui}tuitted, on tiie ualh of the ;bpeciai 
Constable, to the Justices at the next Quarter Sessions^ and the 
whole, or such part as they shall allow, shall be paid by the Txea^ 
suier of the county, and shall be allowed in his' accounts* 

EXFEN8BS OP A CONSTABLE IH ATTENDING FROSECUTIOMS* 

By 27 Geo* II. cap. 3. When any poor person shall appear in 
Court to give evidence on recognizance for any grand or petU 
larceny or felony,* it shall and may be in the power of the Court, 
on the prayer and on the oath of such persons in open Court, to 
order the Treasurer of the county or place where such offence was * 

• CoostaUes, according to the practice at the Old Bailey, are allowed for 
tintt lost and expeoict bcnixed. 
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tommhted, to pay such sum of money as shall seem seasonable 

for his time and trouhh and expense, wMch order the proper officer 
of the C^iirt shall make out, and deliver to such person, on being 
paid bd and no more, and the Trca^uier of the county is required 
forthwith to pay the person authorised to receive the same. 

And by 1 8 Geo. I II/ cap. 19. The Court, where any person 
shall appear on recpgnfzance^or subpoena to give evidence as to 
any petit or grand larceny or other felony, whether any bill of 
Indictment be preferred or not, may order the Treasurer of the 
County to pay him such sum as they shall think reasonable, not . 
exceeding the expenses he Was bona fide put unto, making also (if 
he shall appear to be in poor circumstances) a reasonable allow- 
ance for his trouble and loss of time, which order the Clerk of 
Assize or Clerk of the Peace respectively shail forthwith make out 
and deliver to him, oh being paid for the same td, and no more ; 
and the Treasurer of the county on sight of the oider diall pay 
itst same — with like power to the Justices in Sessions to niake re* 
rulations from time to time, with approbation of the Judges of 
Aastte, concerning the coats and chaiges of witnesses. 

EXPENSES TO BE REFUNDED TO TUB HIGH COKSTABIi£ 
OUT OF THE COUNTY RAT£.- 

By 40 Geo. III. cap. 78. Two Justices within their respective 
Jurisdictions may order and direct, by a writing under their hands, 
such reasonable and necessary albwances to be made to any High 
Constable for extraordinary expenses incurred in the execution of 

his duty in cases of tumult or rtoty or felony: and such orders diall 
be submitted, on the oath of the High Constable, to the const* 
deration of the Justices in the Quarter Sessions, and the whole, of 
such part as they may allow, shall be paid by the Treasurer of 
the county. 

EXPENSES OF CONSTABLES TO BE EEfVMDEO BT TKE 

PAEiSM* 

By 18 Geo. HI. ch. t^. Every Constable or other such Officer 

shall every three months, and within fourteen days -after he shall 
go out of offi( e, deliver to the Overseers of his parish or place a 
just account in writing, fairly entered in a book to he kept for the 
purpose, and signed by him, of all the sums expended by him on 
account of the parish, township, or place, in all cases not hitherto 
provided by law ; and also of all sums received by him on accoimt 
of the township, parish, or place ; and the Overseer shall in four- 
teen days after the acooont shall be so delifered, lay the same b»- 
fore'^the inhabitants, and if approved by the majority of them, the 
Overseers shall pay out of tfa« poor's rate such sum aa shall appear - 
to be due on the said account ; but if the account, or any part 
thereof, shail be disallowed, the Overseer shall return the said book 

of accounts to t{^ Ofiicer, who may then produce the same to a 
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Justice, giving reasonable notice to the Overseer ; and the Justice 
shall examine the same, and hear and determine any objection whicK 
shall be made, and settle the sum which shall appear to him to he 
due, and eater the saaie in the account, and sign his name thereto, 
and the Overseer sh^U pay the same accordingly. Provided that 
if he shall find the parish^ townslup^ or place, aggrieved by any 
thing done or omitted by the said Constable, or by the Justice, he 
may, by giving reasonable notice to the said Justice or Constable, 
appeal to the next General or Qimrter Sessions ; and the Justices 
in Sessions may from time to time lay down, or alter, such rates 
and regulations as to any costs or cnarges to be allowed to any 
person by virtue of this Act as to them shall seem just, which 
rules and regulations^ having received the signature of one or more 
oiF the Judges of Am%t, shall be bindings and iiot otherwise, oa 
idt persons whataoever* 

REMARKS. 

It becomes a dut^ which every Constable owes to himself t» 

provide a book on his coming into office, in conformity to the dt* 
rections given in this Act, and to enter therein regularly all the 
expenses incurred by him in the execution of his office as the same 
may relate to the parish or place for which he serves as a Con- 
stable or Officer, and he should on no account omit to present the 
same to theX)vcffseer quarterly for payment, taking care that the 
last quarterly account is made up, and presented within fourteen 
days after he goes ont of office ; and in case of any dispute, it will 
be. his duty (if it cannot be otherwise adjusted) to appeal to a Ma* 
gistrate aiid follow the directions of the Act. 

EXPENSES IN LEVYING DISTRESS. 

i 

By Act of ay George 11. cap« 2o. Where a Constable leviof 

distress by virtue of the warrant of a Justice, the reasonable 
charges arc to be included of taking and keeping such distress; 
and if a sale takes place, the Constable is authorised to deduct 
such reasonable charges out of the money arising by the $alci and 
the overplus (if any) to be returned to the owner. 



PART XVI. 

Itespiciing the Advantages xvbicb may arise to Con^ 
stables, and other Officers of Justice, as a Reward 

and CompensdtioJi for their Time empluyed, and 
their Zeal and Activity ni pulling the Laws im 
force against Offenders convicted under various 
fenal Statutes* 

SECTION XLIV. 

The rewards which are paid on the conviction of criminal of- 
fenders, and for apprehending deserters, rogues and vagabonds* 
and disorderly persons, are already detailed in the 17th page of this 
liook ; and the further compensations arc explained in the three pre- 

ceeding pages ; but they are not the only benefits which a prudent 
mtivcy and disoeet Constable may derive from a due and proper 
execution of his office. — The laws are made to be executed, and 
Constables are particularly called upon to give effect to the sta- 
tutes where breaches are committed y and in many instances (as 
have been made appear in this work) they are subject to penalties* 
if they mit or rtfuse to carry various specific Acts of Parliament 
into execution. Wherever the laws are infringed, the persons or 
prapertyi of the King's subjects sufFer an injury. If, for instance, 
offences arc suffered with inipiinit) v. hich tend to the injury of the 
a tale y the corruption 0/ morals , the mult ipJl cat ion of crimes ^ or to the 
insecnrity of the public with respect to their persons or property ; 
the wrongs done are against all, because all are liable to suffer by 
an increase of the danger. I-f the offences committed are against 
the Revenue by if audi as ihcy relate to the taxes, the loss thereby 
sustained must be made up by the community at large, and thus 
^audulem individuals flourish at the expense of the innocent part 
of the public. The institution of Constables and other Peace Of- 
ficers, taken in rotation from the mass of the people, to execute the 
laws which their representatives with the consent of his Majesty 
and his hereditary counsellors have made, is a strong manifestation 
of the freedom of the subject, and of the excellence of the consti- 
tution. It is an important trust, which ought always to be executed 
with zealy purity, and discretion, — It is thus that the people by 
being armed with authority in rotation, become the saieguards of 
one anotlier, when executing the oflke of Turm or Constables. 

In this just point of view the office of Constable is perhaps^ 
when properly executed, ' the most useful olF all others> since 
without such aid the laws cannot in many instances \k executed 
»t all. The public security, in the intercourse of civil society, de* 
pends on their exertions, and as often as these exertions slacken, 
this security is abridged and lessened. Th« functions of the M«« 
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gistratcs (with a few exceptions) are to judge and to determine oH 
the cases brought before tiiem ; while it is the province of th* 
Constable to lodge informations, and to apprehend delinquents. 
Without informations the Magistrates can seldom proceed in the 
work of public justice ; and the laws have wisely provided that 
thoae who inform and orosecute offenders to conviction, shall, m 
most instances, be intltied to a moiety of the penalties, where pe- 
cuniary forfeitures attach to the ofience. Informers are therefore 
indispensably neces«;riry to the execution of the laws ; and the 
Legislature (although not exclusively) has in many instances as- 
signed this duty to the Constable. He is therefore not that com'- 
man infarmer, according to the general acceptation ot the word, 
to which popular prejudice has attached odium, not because the 
.thing itself is wrong, since the law has made it necessary, but 
because many dissolute characters have tal^n up this trade, sel- 
dom with a view to benefit the public, but tpo often to extort 
money without any regard to the due execution of the law, of 
which they lose sight as often as their object is attained by cor^ 
rupty illicit, and fraudulent devices. It is not so with Constables, 
(whether parochial or stipendiary,) armed with the authority of 
the law, and sworn to execute their office with purity and inte- 
grity. They are the legal and constitutional informers. In execut- 
ing this duty they obey the injunctions of the Legislature. To 
them, therefore, no reproach can justly attach for performing aift 
pfficc which they are commanded to execute, and where neglect or 
refusal might subject them to penalties. They are, in fact, directed 
to carry the laws into execution as the subordinate coadjutors of 
Aliigibtrates, whose orders and injunctions in this respect they are 
bound to obey. No imputation therefore can He upon any Officer 
of Justice for zeal and activity in procuring the conviction of per* 
sons ol&nding against the laws. On the contrary, such activity is 
reputable and praiseworthy, and the penalties thus earned are to 
be considered only in the light of a legislative reward for doing an 
essential service to the pubuc. 

Having said thus much, with a yiew to remove tho«e groundless 
prejudices which have tended in no small degree to cripple the 
justice of the country, it may be useful to detail a few specific 
offences highly injurious to the interests of society, with the 
penalties which the law has authorised Courts of Justice and Ma- 
gistrates to inflict on the conviction of delinquents, that Constables^ 
whether parochial or stipendiary, may know that in the progress 
of rendering service to the public, while they act with purity and 
discretion, their meritorious exertions >re not without a compe- 
tent reward* 
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'9%%% AUD GKATUITIES TO CONSTABLSB. 

Be^des the advantages which an active and discreet Constable 
may derive from putting the laws in. force as they apply 'to tfie 
foregoing and other ofFcnces injurious to the public interest, and 
to the cause of humanity, there are certain fees which usage has 
sanctioned for services actually performed ; namely, 

For every warrant for an assault, breaches of the peace, bastardy, 

w^\mA^>i,^w^^ jLr^ J within one mile - £o i o 
misdemeanofs^te. &c^^ ^^^^^ additional half mile o o 6 

{if within one miley and not 
exceedbg a mile and a half o z o 
For every additional half mile o o 6 
Further emoluments arise occasionally from voluntary gifts or 
gratuities, which, with the knowledge and consent of a Magis- 
trate, Constables may receive from individuals for useful and me- 
ritorious services ; but it must be voluntary^ and not demanded ; 
and above all, neither claimed as a right, nor extorted. — When per- 
sons apply to a Constable in consequence of any offence com- 
mitted against law, hU office and duty compels him to use his 
utmost exertions ; and any attempt to make terms before he pro- 
ceeds on his duty will be deemed an act of unwarrantable extor- 
tion ; since the utmost he can legally claim is to be refunded his 
reasonable chlirges: every thing else is a voluntary act of the per- 
son requiring his services. But it seldom happens, when a Con- 
stable by his activity recovers stolen property and brings offenders 
to justice, that ho is not in some degree rewarded; and it is to be 
observed, that in many cases rewards are previously advertised tor 
the apprehension or conviction of offenders, in all which instapces 
a fair claim to such reward is established to. him whose services 
have entitled him to demand it. 

The advantages therefore which arise from serving the office of 
a Constable may be thus summed up: 
1st, The satisfaction which every honest man feels in having 
conscientiously discharged an important duty to his country 
with zeal, discretion, and fidelity. 
2d. The parliamentary rewards which may arise from appre- 
hending and contributing to the conviction of of^bndcrs, whose 
bffences are specified in page 17. / 
3d. The advertised rewards to be paid by Gjbvernmenty or 

others ofFering the same* j 
4th, The proportion of penalties which may b^ obtained by 
convicting persons charged with the different cjfences detailed 
in pages 58 and 67 inclusive. 
5th. The fees of office in serving warrants and summonses, &c. 
6th. The voluntary gratuities ot^ persons employing Constables, 
and paid with the consent of Magistrates, in consequence of 
some useful or meritorious service, producing the recovery of 
lost property, or in apprehending and convicting offenders 
where no parliameotaiy or ^yertim rew^ b received.. 
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Thus has the Author of this Work endeavoured not only to ex-" 
plain the duties iacumbent on Constables to perfofm, but also the 
advantages on the one hand» and the penalties and forfeitures on 
the othert which attoch to neglect or non-performaBce o^ the 
various important functions %vhich the law' and Bsage of the 
country has assigned to Peace Officers in general. 

But while the absolute necessity of a due and faithful execu- 
tion of these various duties is urged, not only by an appeal and 
reference to the numerous laws which have been m;Mic at different 
times to enforce them» nothing has been omitted to shew the 
benefits and advantages which will result both to the Constable 
and to tlie community at large, by an active and zealous discharge 
of this most important office* £very person upon which it may 
devolve ought to feel a pride in execcting it in a manner creditable 
to himself and useful to the community > by taking all due pains 
in the first instance to inform himself of the duties which are as- 
signed him, and when so informedy to leave nothing undone that is 
incumbent on him to perform ; and on no account to omit those 
particular and indispensable duties which relate to alehouses, 
juries, the miiilia, the biUeting of soUierSf &c. and every other 
duty where lists or returns in writing are necessary : in all which 
cases the greatest accuracy is requir«l> as such returns are made 
upon oathy which renders it of the utmost importance that there 
should l>e no concealment where the law requires a complete dis^ 
closure of all that is known without favour or affection. By such 
a line of conduct, a Peace Ofliccr on quitting his situation, will 
have the satisfaction of reflecting that he executed the important 
tnrst reposed in him with fidelity and honesty, so as not only to 
have the approbation of his own conscience, but the good opinion 
ef Magistrates, and the applause of the parish or community for 
which he served as a Constable. 

Conclutung C^Cerbation^s^ rcfpccting tt)c Cf^oicc of 

ConftableiBf* 

Seeing that the state of morals and society call for a degree of 
capacity, knowledge, vigilance, and activity proportioned to the 
exigency of the case, it becomes an important desideratum to be 
select in the choice of peri^ons who are to execute the office of 
Constables. 

The law has provided no other civil bstitution by wliich the 
public ate to be guarded against the injuries aridng from those 
vices and criQics which disturb the peace of society, and render 
life and property in a certain degree insecure. The connection^ 
therefore, between the Magisuate and the Constalkie, and between 
both and the public at large, is of infinitely more importance than 
can cither be conceived or imagined by those who have not 
mjiutely considered thrmd)^t. This impressloa on the mind of 




C 75 3 

"the Author has led to the publication of this Work, which will 
not, when duly examined, be found less interesting to the whole 
camnmnity than to Peace Officers in general,— To the Jurhs^ 
Bodies p^UtU and corperafe, fafishest and other comnmmtie$, or to 
Magistrates, (to ivhofti it is assigned by law to choose and appoint 
Constables and other Peace Officers,) who will, throujsh the me- 
^um of this publication, have an opportunity of contemplating 
Ihe multifarious duties "which must be performed for the safety 
and well-being of the community, and which Constubia duly au- 
ihorised can only execute^ it will be mnnitest how imperiously liicse 
respective bodies arc called upon, especially in large cities and 
populous districu, to be exceedingly select in their choice, both of 
fnntipaU and juistiiuiest and also when so chosen, that itich 
Constables should be well instrncted with respect to the various 
duties assigned them. 

It cannot fail to be ob\ ious to all who attend to the Acts of 
the Legislature, that every Session of Parliament imposes new and 
additional duties both upon the Justices and the Constable?, ren- 
dering a greater degree of cttpacltyj ftness, and knowledge, neccssarf 
to execute their multiplied functions with utility and effect, as 
they regard the public interest. It is therefore not an oilit;c, as has 
been erroneously supposed, which can be executed by ignorant 
and unlettered persons ; nor is It kn occupation which can be 

. slighted, or a duty that can* be ciiielessly or inefficiently perfortned 
without a aianifest Injury to the he^t interiests of societal whe- 
ther it jregar4s the safety of the State* the protection of the spb- 
jcct, or the security of the Public Revenue. 

The common laiv and the statutes have not specified many po- 
sitive exemptions ^* a very considerable proportion ot the people 

• BXEMFTIOK^AKD DlsqUA LIFICATIOSS. 

The exemptions sanctioned by4avv and usage from serving the office of 
Constable, would seem to be comprised withm the loUowing. description of 
persons: 

X. Where it is the custon) of a town that the inhabitants shall serve in their 
turns, tliere setrms to be no exemption ; and it has been lield in such 
CU.SCS thdt practi:>ing physiciau:> and luedicai men in general, iind even 
tumenfwet not exeiopteo, since in such cases tJiey may procure substi* 
tutes who are competent to tht* office. — Uuc. Ains. 

a. Bv 32 Hen. Vill. cap. 40. The President, commons^ and fellows of the 
niculty of physic in London are exempted. 

3. By 18 Geo. 11. cap. 15. Surgeons of the corpondoa of London art 

freed and exempted. 

4. By 6 and 7 Wm. cap. 4. Apothecaries in London, and within seven 

miles thereoft (being free otthe Apothecarys' Company,) are exempted. 
5« By the same Act. Apothecaries in the couatry« whi» have served a seven 

years apprenticeship, are also exempted. ^. 
6. Accordiiiglo Hawkins, sworn attornies, and other ofllcers in tlie Courts 

of WestminsCer are exempted. . 
^m DittOi - Barristers at law practising in tlie Courts are 

presiuiied to liav e the san^e exemption. 
8« Ditto, • Tbs SCI vaiiu inciiibcis oi Farliament« ditto* 

t ■ 
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at large appear to be eligible to serve in rptation, according to the 
choice which may be made : but t!ic advanced state of society, and 
the important anduseful occupations of iudividuals, who are engaged 
in pursuits of commerce, trade, and manufacturers, render it ijoi* 
possible to expect that they shpuld serve in their own persons ; but 
while it is the interest of me9 of property and substan^ to, con* 
tribute to whatever wrye^ to add to the general security, with thie 
view, an extended pieauMm to obtain -fit and able men would not 

9. iVccording to Hawkins, Aldermen of the city of London, arc cvempted. 

10. Ditto • Justices of the Peace in the county wix^re they 

act. 

11, Elder Brethren of the Trinity.honse, but not the younger Brethren, 
ta. By Act of j Wm. cap. iS. Preachers in holy 'orders, or pretended holy 

orders tolerated by law, and subscribing and taking the oaths, are 
exempted. 

13. By 10 and ii Wm. cap. 13. Persons prosecuting a felon to conviction, 
^ or him to whom the certificate commonly called a Tyburn Ticket is 

assigned by such prosecutor, within the pansh where Che- offence was 
. cpmuntted, are exempted, but not ehewhere. 

14. By 2 Geo. III. cap. 20. A person lervipg ^ himself as a. prijate nan 

in the militia, is exempted. ' . ' ... 

And itnaUy, it has been hetd that officer^ of tlie army m Immediate flerviee» 
gentlemen of quality, and practicing physicians, ought not to be chosen in 
any town where there are sufficient persons bosides tn exerute the office of 
Constable; but where this is not the case, it vvuuld iceia tJiat us>age or cus- 
tom cannot exempt fitting persons from thiiiORice. 

By Acts of 31 Geo. II. cap. 17. No person shall be chose9 a^ Constable in 
Westminster who is 63 years of age. ' 

By 2^ G90, II, cap. 35. In Westminster no alehouse keeper can be chosen, 
a Constable; and Constables are disqualified from keeping alehouses, btrong 
reasons nir?y be urged why this rule should be generally practised by Court 
Leets and otiier authorities in every city, town, and county in liie kmgdomi, 
since it is impossible that a psblican cm execute the duties of diis important 
office with advantage to %he public. 

There are other classes or the community who are also exempted, either 
from their vices or tlieir ignorance and want of a sufficient education to enable 
them to execute the office' tn any shape without the hazard of public injuryi 
natnely: 

1. Persons of dissolute manners, having no property, and without those qua* 

lities which can beset confidence. 
A. Notorious drunkards, profane swearers, and persons without property, 

prudence, or discretion , 

3. Persons who are unable either to read or write, and unable to pay a deputy. 

4. Persons who, althongli able to read, cannot write, ditto. 

5. Persons who, though otherwise ciualified, have not property, or strength 

of body from decrepitude or (jthcr causes to execute the duties \'. ith effect. 

6. And in general all other persons are deemed unfit who are nut, accord- 

ing to the legal description, idoneus homoy or in other words, who have 
rot honesty to execute the office truly, w ithout malice, affection, or par- ' 
tiality ; — knowledge to understand what they ought to do j — and abi- 
lity, as well In suhtance or estate as in iody, to execute the office with 
effect;"— from all which is to be inferred, that the person executing the 
office of a Cohstable, whether a principal or substitute, ou^ht to be 
men Osgood character, possessing education, knowledge and abilities suf* 
ficent to comprehend their duty, and that portioh of bpdily strcngdi 
which is aeonaar^ to execute the office with effect. 
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be consitfered as .m object, -where the expense inairred could olily 
take place once or twice at most in the course of a man's lite. 

In large communities, there arc generally men to be found who, 
on being properly remuneralcd, would not only, undertake and 
execute this duty with ability and effect | but would give to the 
office tbat degree of respectability, in the view of the p^Uc wUch 
its importaQt functions have bestowed in reality. 

A proper. and useful knowledge of all the dxkitBp as they legar^ 
the public interest, (which have of late years become so extensive,) 
can scarce be acquired during the period of a year. — The great 
body cf the Peact Officers (who in England and Wales cannot be 
much short of i 2,000} must necessarily be composed of men whO| 
with a icvv exceptions in large commuuities, serve in their owa 
right, and It would neither be expedient aor proper to distiuli lhb 
ancient system but it would«everth«less be of tbegwatest iise^ 
where substitutes are indispensable* that tjiey. should be composed 
of intelUgent individuals; and men at leatst of son^e propprty» 
■who would assist the others by their knowledge and experience, 
giving to the whole that degree pf respectability, energy, and 
efficiency which caiinot even be hoped for where the major part 
arc more or less uninformed, and many are not able to compre<» 
hend <;ither the nature QtfiWat of th.e duty incumbent on theaa to 
perform* ' . , . 

But such select persons as substitutes aie not to be obtatned, 
unless a more extended field is opened for the choice.-r>If the law 
admitted of no substitutes, it cannot be denied that upon this 
broad principle the burden would be grievous on men of pro- 
perty, engaged in the general pursuits in life, and whose time is 
totally occupied; but tiiis difficulty is removed by means of sub- 
stitute officers, which it wouid seem right to admit, in all cases 
where the principals'are either too much occupied in their ov^a 
affairs, or are otherwise disqualified, frtm bad health or other 
causes, although eligible to be chosen* 

* It appears from the returns made to Parliament under the authority o€y 
the Act for ascertaining the Pbpulation in the year itoty that there are in 

England 6S3 and in Wales districts, under the denomination o( Aundrfds, 
zt'ardst li&erttfs, waperitoAa, and divi^ronf, prcstimed to make in the whole 766 
high conitablwi' ki. From this authority it would not be too much 10 presume 
that each hundred or district had on an average a High Constable and if 
petty Officers, which, indudin^ the 766 High Constables, wouid amount to 
12,256. The same returns ot population state that in England and Wales 
there arc grand divisions ; presuming these to be in general the high con- 
siablewicfcs instead of the hundreds, ^c. and that upon an average there art 
20 petty Constables in each grand divison, which is certainly not ovcr- 
Mrctched, (since in the division of the Tower iiainlcts there are no less than 
Kso Feace Officers under one High Constable, and in the divison oT Holbora 
f6f) upon this data therefore it should seem , 
That in Kn^::I,md and Wules there are at least of High Constables s%6 
Petty Con;>tabic:» dad Qthcr Peace Officers • - ii»72o 

Total iSj|o^» 
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Tftc objrct to have this Important service to thf com- 
nnmity performed by persons in every respect fit for the various 
and multiplied duties which the law requires. — This however, it 
is io be feared, cannot be attained unless the choice is extended 
to all who arc not sptclficaUy exempted b^ law. 

WfeMi it is considered that (comparatively speaking) none but 
men of suhtancg and estate* having property, require that protec* 
tl<ui which Constables ate assigned toam>ni, it would seem reason- 
Mb to look to this resource tor the means of finding respectable, 
ahUy and intelligent men as substitutes in large commimittcs, be- 
cause through no other medium can they be sufficiently remu- 
nerated.— *It is the interest of all men of property that such a state 
cf things should take place ; and to those to whom the power of 
choosing Peace OfHcefS is comtnittedf if is eOually important that 
every means should be pursued* consistent 'wttfa law and.usage* to 
picif«m the extensive duties assigned to Constables to perforin 
iKMn being placed in* unfit hands. 

^Jt is thus that a mo*;t important l>ranch of the Police of the 
coimtry is to be improved. It is by such a measure that greater se- 
curity is to be extended to the pt acetul subject ; and the laws in 
general carried into execution in a manner calculated to diminish 
crimes and other penal ofi'cnces, and ultimately to improve ihe 
general state of society. 



■ . 
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lly the Act of 42 Geo. Ill, cap. 108. The rates allowed to innkeopers for 

non'commissioiied officers and soldiers quarteied upon t?ic?n are increased to 
J J. 4d. per cfeiy for diet and small bcerj and one halfpenny a day is also 
allowed for th« - articles formerly fumisbed gratis j 'and u, u(. per day shall 
be paid ibr hay and straw £br hones iasiead of 6dL as directed by 'the'BinDer- 
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APPENDIX, No. I. , 

JL HEMAGlSTRATES*having talcen into their serious Considera-, 
tion the various and increasing Evils arising from /// regulated. 
Public Houses f so hurtful to the Morals of the lower Orders of So- . 
ciety, and so injurious to themselves and to the Individuals con^ 
posing their Families, and being anxiously solicitous not only jto 
correct those Abuses which lead to the corruption of Morals vlxA{ 
to CrimeSy hiit also to support and encourage all Publicans who 
shall conduct themselves tn a regular and proper Manneri Have 
established the following 

RULES AND ORDERS ' ' 

For the Information and Instruction of all Publicans, hereby en- 
joining jind directing the Constables to post up a Copy of the same , 
in a cuaspicuous Fiuce within the Bar ot every licenced Alehouse 
within their respective Constablewicks, and to replace the same as 
often as they shadl be taken down or defaced; and that none may 
pretend Ignorance, the Magistrates recommend to all Publicans* 
the attentive Perusal of the said.RUL£S and ORDERS^ hereby 
declaring theif firm Resolution not to renew the Licences of thoS6< 
Publicans who shall not strictly comply with the same. 

RULE !• 

Every Publican licenced this Year, who has formerly kept or 
now keeps a Li<}uor Shop or Wine Vault, and who retails'Gin and 
other Spirits without having a regular Tap-Room and 6ar> and 

selling a proportionable Q>.Jantity of Beer, will not be licenced next • 
Year, nor shall such Licences be transferred in the Course of the 
Year, unless Houses of this Description are previously converted 
into Alehouses- 

RULE IL 

No Publican shall permit unlawful Combinations of Workmen, 
debating Clubs, or Combinattuas and Confederacies for seditious 
Purposes, to assemble in his House, nor any immoral or seditious 
Publications to be read in his ssud House, on any Pretence what- . 
soever, as he will thereby incur the severest Penalties of tlto- 
Law. (i) 

(i) By 5^ Geo. III. cap. 79. Persons suffering unlawful Combinations 
and Conftdencies in their Houses to forfeit ^5. for the 
first, and £20, Ifor the second Oflence, or three Months 

Imprisonment, or may be transported. And if a Publican 
suffers seditious or immoral Publications to be read in his 
House* he will forfeit his Licence. Penalties half to the 
Informer. 

* These JRulet and Orders, with some v^iations applicable to local ctr- 
^nmstaiicest'were sancti04i€4 k»y the Magistrates in the city 9f WeHPUAstcr 
^ly inth* year tSos* 
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RULE III. 

Young Men under Age, Apprentices, Journeymen or Laboarers, 
shall not be harhourrd or encouraged to loiter away iheir Time in 
the House of any Publican, nor shall such Persons be permitted to 
play at any Game whatsoever, neither shall any sedentary or idle 
Game be permitted in Alehouses, such as Cards, Dice, Domino, 
Shuffle Board, What's o*Oock, Four Corners, Tables, Missisippi, 
Draughts, Sibley Table» Bumble Puppy, Ringing at the Bui!, or 
any other unlawful Game, whereby the labouring People may be 
seduced from their Occupations to spend their Time in Idleness 
and Profligacy ; and no Person whatsoever shall be allowed by any 
Publican to remain tippling and wasting Time idly until intoxi- 
cated with Liquor ; nor shall any Publican draw Beer, Spirits, or 
any other Liquor, to Persons coming into their Houses in a State 
of Imoxication, (i) 

RULE IV. 

No Publican shall, on any Pretence, harbour in his House an^ 
known or reputed Thieves, Rogues, Vagabonds, common Prosti- 
tutes, and loose, idle, and abandoned Characters ; neither shall 
Watchmen nor Patroles be permitted to have liquor in their Houses 
during the Hours of Duty, (a) 

RULE V. 

It !5 particularly expected that Publicans shall, on no Pretence 
whatever, allow Soldiers to tipple in their Houses, or suffer them 
to have Liquor after Ten o'Clock at Night, nor draw Liquor at 
any Time to Soldiers in a State of Intoxication ; nor slull any 

^ Publicans who suffer Tippling shall for- 
feit for each Offence los. and the Tipplers 
^ shall forfeit $s, 4<f . for each Offence, 
(l) ]fya6 Geo. II. cap, 51.^ Publicans suffering unlawful Games in 
their Houses, or Disorders therein, shall forfeit their Re- 
cognizance, and be disqualified irom Jceeping an' Ale- 
house for three Years. 

(1) By 30 Geo. II. cap. 24. Publicans suffering Journeymen, La-'. 

bourcrs. Servants, or Apprentices, to game in their Houseii, 
forfeit 405. for the first Offence, and J[io. for every sub- 
sequent Offence. — One-fourth to him or her w.ho shall 
contribute to the Conviction. 

(2) By 17 Geo. 11. cap. 5, Persons who shall knowingly permit Rogues 

and Vagabonds to lodge and take Shelter in their Houses 
and Premises, and shall nut deliver them to the Constable, 
or carry them before a Justice, shall forfeit not less than 
los. nor more than 405. — One- half to the Informer. 
(2) By 14 Geo. ill. cap. 90. Publicans harbouring Watchmen or 
Patroles while on Duty, or suffering them to tipple, shall 
forlett SOS. for the first, 401. fot the second, and ^5. for 
the third Offence, *" 



(1) By 1 James a. cap. 7 
J Charles 1. cap. 4. 
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Publican run Scores with Soldiers upon the Credit .of their Cloaths 
or MiUtanr Aocoutremeiits* or allow Chdm PendpoeiB to get 
deepl)r in uebt by a wasteful Expenditure of Money cia the. Credit 
of their Pettsioiis. U) 

RULE VL 

Every Publican is strictly enjoined to shut up his House during 
the Hours of Divine Service on Sundays, Good-Frid4y^ ^nd 
Christmas-Day ; and not under any Pretence^ during the Hours 

of Divine Service in the Parish Church, to draw Beer or othet 
Liquors to Lodgers, or suffer Strangers or others to remain tip- 
pling, or any Person to enter his said House, except the Members 
of his own Family aud the Parish Officers and Constables. (2) 

RULE vn. 

No Publican shall suffer Lottery Offenders to take Numbers in 
his House, nor to draw the Little Go Lottery* Smashers or 

Dealers in base Money attempting to dispose of the same, must be 
detained until a Peace Officer receives them in Cliarge. Duffers 
and Smugglers must be prevented from disposing of their Goods in 
Alehouses: Nor shall any Publican, by himself, Servants, or 
Inmates, permit any private Dealing in Goods suspected to be 
stolefti or in Com> Provender, Poultry, or Provisions, brought 
from the Country, and suspected to be unlawfully procured. (3) 

RULE VIII. 

Wherever any Pablican has reason to suspect that any reputed 
Thi£/\ UiUnr of Base Monty y Lottery Vagrant ^ or any loose, idle, 
or suspicious Persons are assembled in his House, with a Vifew to 
any unlawful or criminal Design, he shall immediately apply to 
a Magistrate, or the nearest Parish "Constid>le, that, it the Sus- 
picion is well ibunded, the Parties may be apprehended and dealt 
with according to Law. (4) 

(i) By 4.1 Geo. III. cap. 11. Persons Jjuyine, receiving, exchanging, 
or detaining Arms> Cloaths, or Kegimental Necessaries^ 
, shall forfeit fis*^^"^ ^^<^b Offence, 
(a) By 29 Cha. U. cap. 7, and "I Persons exercising their ordinary 
\oU \ \ William, cap. 24. J Calling on the Lord's Day, (cx- 
' cept dressing and selling Meat in Victualling Houses and 

Cooks' Shops, &c. and except Works ot Neccbsity aud 
Chari ty , and the Sale of Milk and Mackarel befbre or after 
Divine Service,) shall forfieit 20s. for every Offence. 
O) By 9 Geo. II. cap. 3^. Publicans or others knowingly harbouring 
Persons against whom any Process hath issued for ob- 
structing Officers of Excise, shall forfeit £ lao. 
(4) By 22 Geo. III. cap. 47. All Persons not having a Licence who 
de^l in Tickets, or sell Chances, or take insuranees, shall 
be punished as Ro^es and Vagabonds under the 17 
Geo. II. cap. 5, and shall bQ inprisoocd in the House ill 
Co£]re«tion# 

M 



IX. 

It is expected; that wherever any Circumstance comes to the 
Knowledge of a Publican, relative to Persons who have committed 
criminal OfFenccSf they shall immediately communicate such In- 
fonnatioD as they may receive to a Magistrate or a Constable, (i ) 

RULE X. 

No Publican shall suffer in his House, Yard, Garden, or Pre- 
mises, Bear or Badger Baiting, Cock i ighting. Boxing,, or any 
other idle Amusement whereby loose ai>4 disorderly People may be 
Collected together. (2) 

RULE XI. 

Every Publican is enjoined to shut up his House at the latest at 
Eleven o'Clock at Night, and not to open it until a reasonable 
Time in the Morning, Wherever it is known that any Publican 
harbours drunken Soldters, and others in a State of Int9Xtcafion 
ProstitufeSf and idle and disorderly Persons wandering ahfoad at 
untimely Hcurf in rhe Night, and serves them with U^UOrf the 
Licence will not be renewed on the fQlUwing Tear, (3) 

RULPXIL 

It is particularly expected bylhe Magistrates that every Publican 
shall keep in his Recollection that he has entered himself Into 
Recognizance, and given Security that he shall ke(^p good Rule and 
Order in his House during the Term of his Licence \ and that this 
cannot be effected unless he keeps himself sober, and shews a good 
Example to others, by a Conduct void of Offence, and by not suf- 
fering in his House any Cursing or Swearing, or any profane or 
indecent and obscene Languajje, or any Qiianelling or Fighting; 
to picvent all which, in Ca^c ut Need, he is hereby enjoined to give 
the Parries offending in Charge of a Peace Officer; and finally, no 
Publican shall sell Ale^ Beer* or Spirits^ but by the legal Ale and 
Spirit Measures, according, to the Standard in the Exchequer ; nor 

(•) By 30 Geo. II. cap. 21. Suspected Persons offering Goods to sell, 
and refusing to give a satisf ictory Account how they ob- 
tained tlie same, may be detained and given in Charge to 
Constable, to be carried before a J ustice to be dealt with 
according to Law, 

(2) By 26 Geo. 11, cap. 31. Publicans doing any Act to forfeit their 
Recognizance, and being convicted thereof, rhe Licence 
becomes void, and they are disabled from holding any 
Licence for three Years. 

(5) By 4 Tames Leap. 5. "I Persons convicted of Drunkenness by the 
ai Janie^ T. cap. 5. j View of a Justice, or Oath of one Witness, 
shall tbrteit 5s. or be placed in the Stocks : and every Con- 
stable negiectiiig his Duty in detecting Offeuder;i, sjiaii 
foritit lof. 
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shall he, at any Time, refuse Admittance to Parish or Police Con-» 
stables in the Discharge of their Duty, in. seeing that these Rules 
and Orders are strictly obeyed, (i) * ' 

■ * ■ • 

(l) By 7 James I. cap. lo. If arty Alehouse Keeper be convicted of 

% Drunkenness, besides the other Penalties of the Law for 
this Offence, he shall be entirely disabled from holding a 
Licence for three Years. 
.By. il & 12 WiUiaro» cap. 15.' Every Retailer of AI^ or Beer, who 
" Siiiall not sell the same in a full Ale Quart or Ale Pint, ac- 
/' cording to the Standafd in the Exch qacr, shill, on Con- 

viction, forfeit 49^. and not less than 10s.: half to the 
Informer. 

- By 19 Gep. IL cap. 21. Persons convicted of profanely Cursing and 
Sweating, shall forfeit ij. if a Labourer, Soldier, or Seaman; 
and zs. if under the Degree of a Gentlennlan ; and 5s. if of, 

or above the Degree of a Gentleman. — The second Offence 
double Pefinltit'-- (after the Conviction for the First,) and 
the third and every subsequent Offence treble. 

That the Public at large, and particularly the Magistrates, may 
be able to cblimate the importance of j reserving good rule and order 
in Alehouses upon nn uiiitoim system, as a oiuans ot preventing 
those excessive evils which are generated in ilUi^^l4t€d PubH^ 
Houses, the fbUawing estimato of the number in England and 
Wales is hbre given: ■ - > > " 

pCity of London - - p . - - ' • Sso 

1' City and Liberty of VVcstniinster . - - - 990 '•" ' " • 

Hamlets of the Tower of London, and Tower Liberty - 1,050 . : 
Division of Holborn.. ; r '\ *..,. .,•'*:<>.■"■;. ' . 7^*^ , 

Division of Finsbury - - - - * 39° 

^ I Division of Kensington - - - 260 

5 I Borough of Soulliwark and Vicinity - - - - 950 

Lxdi^tis aiid Villages in the Vfeihity' oHhc M^tro^^oHs, about ; . i] '^Ifo, , 

• ■*»•'..•. 1 j . ,1 rji< •' ■ •••iii -''^,000 ' 
la the other Cities Towns and Counties of Engfamd and Wales 
{supposed) about - - - • • . - - 44,000 

Total 50,000 



APPENDIX, No. n. 

Explaining the Duties of Watchmen and Patrolei in 

large Cities* • 

T HE Watchmen shall assemble at the Watch-house every even- 
ing hAS an hour before the time appointed for their being at their 
partiailar Beats or Stations, j^ith awir WAtch«^bbt8> Lanthorost 



and Rattles. After their names are called overy Ae Warden of tlie 
Watch or Coiu^le of the Night, shall read to iSmm with an 
audible voke the following 

RULES AND ORDERS. 

RULE I. 

Each Watchmen shall go round his Beat or Walk twice every 
hour, and proclaim the hour of the Night in a distinct and clear 
manner, and with an audible yoice^ so as to be dearly understood 
by the Inlubitants. 

RULE IL 

Each Watchman in going his Rounds, shall carefully observe 
and try whether the House, Shops, Cellars, Gates, &c. within 
his Walk are well secured; and if any Door, Window-shutter, 
Gale, &c. be not fastened, he shall fortKwith give notice to the 
Occupier, and lend his assistance (if necessary) in securing the 
same. 

RULE in. 

Every Watchman, while on duty, shall do the utmost in his 
power to prevent all mischiefs happening by Fire, by conveving 
immediate notice to the Engine Keepers and Turncocks, of the 
house or houses In danger, and where the same are sttuated, that no 
time may be lost in procuring assistance* He shall also give notice 
to the Constable of the Night, that he may call up the Constables 
of the Parish to give their attendance immediately, to preserve 
order and to prevent depredations from being committta on the 
suffisrers. 

RULE IV. 

Every Watchman, while on duty, is bound to do his utmost to . 
pjreyent all Murders, Burglaries, Robberies* Affrays, and other 
outrages during the Night, and for this purpose he is authorized 
to arrest and apprehend Night fFalhers who are disorderly, or com- 
mitting breaches of the peace, 2l\so Malefactors ^ Rogurs, yagahonds, 
and other loose, idle, and disorderly persons ; and ail persons sleep- 
ing in the open air, or lying, or loitering in any Street^ Square^ 
Cum, Latii, Mews, Tard, Alley, Pussaiu or Place, with an ap» 
parent intention to commit Felonies; and to deliver the persons so 
apprehended to the Constable of the Night, to be there sesvdied 
and their names and offences entered in the Watch-Book, and the 
• Prisoners detained until they can bebroueht before the Magistrates 
in the morning, when the Watchman or Fatrole is to attend to give 
evidence. 

NJL ^y Act of 22 Geo. ITT. eap. 58. AH Watdimeil are authorized 
to stop and search all suspicious persons carrying Burtbens, 

... AiM^^aor JPar«4/f* aadjUiC^ andCmsgcspttuog 
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at untimely hours, with goods suspected to be unlawfully 
4 obtained, and ii a good and satisfactory account is not ob- 

tained, to carry the parties and goods to the Ofinwr «^ the 
Night, to be examined and detained if he shall see cause 

so to do. Hackney Conches and Carts taking goods 

at late hours ni the Night, iw curly hours in the Morning, 
are also to be examined and stopped where there is sus- 
picion of Felony. 

RULE V. 

The adjoining Watchman, on a signal made by the Rattle or 
outciy» shall assist his nei^bour Watchman ; but shall not remain 

longer than the case requires, nor shall on any pretence be absent 
from his Beat (unless when any of the aforesaid duties requiie the 
same) during tlie time oi keeping the Watclw ^ 

RULE VI. 

No Watchman on any pretence shall eo into any Alehouse or Gin 
Shop during the time of Watching, unless called there on account 
of an Affray or Breach of the Peace, or to apprehend a Felon, or 
some Malefactor, or disorderly Person, on pam of immediate dis* 
missal* and be^ng mulcted of all the wages then due to him. 

By 14 Geo. III. Cap. 90. All Publicans (in Westminster, &c.) who 
harbour Watchmen, Patroles, or Beadles while on Duty, 

or who serve them with Liquor, forfeit 20s. for the first, 
40;. for the second> and for every subsequent Ofi^euce. 

RULE VII. 

No Watchmen shall be Drunk at the time he goes upon duty, 
or at anv time during the Night, on pain of immedttate dismission^ 
besides oeing fined by the Justice or put in the Stocks ; and such 
person shall not be eleg^ble to be employed again as a Watchman. 

RULE VIII. 

No Watchman shall on pain of immediate dismission, extort, ask, 
depiand, or receive from any person committing an^ offence any 
money wlmtsoever, for the purpose of permitting him or her to 
escape; nor ftom any woman as a licence to permit her to walk 
the streets on any pretence whatsoever ; or to screen such women 
from punishment, when they commit breaches of the peace autho* 
|ri«ing Watchmen to apprehend them. 

RULE IX. 

All Watchmen, on their respective stations, shall observe the 
L^mps, and see thatthey bum well, and ^ive a proper light, and 
where they only glimmer or are extinguished before the proper 
time, that notice thereof be given to%e Officer of the Night on the 
following evening, that he may note down the same in hb Watch 
Sooky awi owke a genital Report of all deficiencies to the Trusteei* 
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RULE X. 

If Wf WatchmaB be prevented by sickness, or any sufficient 

reason from attending bis Duty, he shall give notice thereof before 
Five o'clock, to the Warden or other head Officer of the Watch ; 

and at the s imc tinie, send His Great Coat, Lnnthorn, and Rattle, 
&c. that he may appoint one of the Supermimcrary Watchman to 
attend for him ; and if without such authority, any Watchman 
shall appoint another person to do Duty for him, he shall be 
discharged. 

RULE XL 

If any Watchman, nrhile on Duty, shall lose his Great Coat» 

Lanthorn, Rattle, (or arms where he has any) or any of his accou- 
trements, he shall be discharged and be for ever alter rendered 
incapable of being employed as a Watchman, 

RULE XII. 

On the death or discharge of any Watchman, the pay due to 
him shall be stopped until the Gnat Coat, Lanthorn^ Rattle^ and 
other accoutrements, shall be delivered up to the Warden or other 
head Officer of the Watch, or other person appointed to leceive 
the same. 

PATROLES. 

In large cities, Patroles are required frequently to commence 
their Duty immediately afiier dark, to detect Robberies before the 
Watch is set; and afterwards to notice that the Watchmen do 
their Duty, and to make a true return to the Constable of the 

Night of all neglects of duty or misbehaviour ; all which ought to 
be inserted in the Watch Book, and ti Copy thereof laid before the 
Trustees or Managers for their inspection in the morning. 

Note. The Twelve Rules laid down for the Watchmen, with 
some small variations, are to be considered as the Rules for regulat- 
ing the duties of the Patrolf^, whose powers to apprehend Of- 
fenders, and to stop and search suspected persons with Burthens or 
Parcels, &:c. arc the same as the Watchmen. 

' ' * BEADLES. ' 

Beadles in large cities, are generally appointed /fi//V^ every Night 
or oftener, to Patrole in, and through the Squares, Street Sy Lanes^ 
^UeySy Courts, Passages, and Places within their Parishes ; and to 
notice the behaviour of the Watchmen and Patroles, and to make 
true returns to the Constable of the Night, of such as shall appear 
TJegligent or remiiss in their Duty, or asleep in their Watch Boxes. 
■ And the said Reports should be recorded in the Watch Book in 
the first instancej and a Copy themf signed by the mi fiteadkf 
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As ho detailed specifictt the following Table (which removes all 
Ambiguity with lej 99. It will not only prove a Direction to 
Pawnbrokers as tojto pledge Property, to ascertain to a Point 
what Interest theykhe Possession of the Pawnbroker* 
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^JX:^lJl'^."S 'hp half mon,h-applications after th. 



^^'^AA^Jl^y" ^ "alf, accJrding ,o ,he aboVc 

I . 'ourteen ^subsequent month.— For the rates to be paid 

'JXT ' 'AwnbJokers/see pages 63. 64, and 65, inT* 
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and Cpnstuble of the Night, should on the next morning be de- 
livered to the Clerk of the Trustees, or others having the Govern- 
ment-of the Watch, to be him laid before the Bmrd, 

The foUomng is an estimate of the Watchmen and Patroks 
employed to protect the Inhabitants of the Metropolis during the 
Night, against acts of violence and depredation. 
City of London, Watchmen and Pat roles, about - 785 
City and Liberty of Westminster, ditto »• • • ^oo 
Division of Holboin, (iltto - • - , • , 370 

Division of Finsbury, ditto - - - ' - i^o 

Division of the Tower Hamlets, and Tower Liberty, ditto 290 
Division of Kensington, Chdsea, &c. dUto - . • 65 
Boipugh of Southwafic and vicinity, ditto " « ' - ' 80 

. 

2,020 

Private Watchmen in different parts of the Metropolis, ditto 180 

' " • ^ • ■ ^ ' ' . ' Total 2,2000 

All of vehom require specific instructions, and coubuut admo- 
nition. •••>•• 



APPENDIX, No. IV. 

GENERAL RULES 

RELATIVE TO 

HACKNEY COACHES IN THE METROPOLIS. 

As Autborixed by the Act of ^^g and/^o, cap. 47 ; and by Ibe Bye^ 

Laws oj the Commissioners* 

N3. fl^jfre are at f resent 1,100 Hackney Coaches in the Metropolis, 

and Suburbs* 

RULE I. 
Coaches to go ten mites out of Toum* 

Every Haclcney Coachman shall 1>e obliged on every day of the 
week (unless he shall have been out twelve hours, or that there is 
some other reasonable excuse) to go to any place within ten miles, 
in cn5rc he shall h:ive time to return before sun«8et, or the fare shall 
undertake to return in such coach. 

RULE IL 
Coaches to go to the Country in the Night > 

Every Hackn^-y Coachman (unless he shall have been out twelve 
hours, or have some uthcj: reasonable excuse, shall bi^ obii^gd at 
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any hour ef the Nizhi^ tO go upon all public turnpike toads tbar 
shall be lighted up any where within the distance of two miles an l 
a half from the ends, or extreme parts of the several carriage-w.: 
pavements of the cities of London and Westminster and the 
suhurbs thereof, where a regular continuation ot carriage-way 
pavement doth extend. 

RULE III. 

Fares out of Town and not returning before Sun- set. ' 

E\'ery Hackney Coachman hired to go into the country, and 
discharged at such period ot time as will prevent his return to the 
nearest stone's end, or to the out stand from which he may have 
been taken bejore iun-uty he travelling at the rate of hve miles an 
hour, diall in such case be allowed sixpence per mile for such 
ground he may have to return ; a!ttd also the full fart for such 
ground as he shall travel after sun-sety at tiie rate of five miles an 
hour : computing the full fare into one ground or distance, as if 
the/Jjr<r had returned in the Coach. But if the sun is set before 
any Coach is discharged In the country, then the full iare may be 
legally demanded for the whole ground. 

RULE IV* 

l^gjkt Fares in Town* 

Every Hackney Coachman hireid hetweea twelve o'Clock. at 
night, and six o'clock in the morning, is intitled to demand six- 
pence on every shilling, in addition to the established rates. But 
this additional fare does not extend to Coaches hired and taken 
between the hours of ten and twelve at night, even although the 
Coach be not discharged till after twelve at night, unless the fare 
shall exceed two shillings. 

RULE y. 

Rgsfeftittg Fares in general according io Distance* 

Hackney Coachmen are authorized to demand the following 
fares in the day-time, viz, s, d* 

For every distance not excceiJKng one mile - - i' o 
Where the distance is more than a mile, and not exceeding 

a mile and a half - . _ . - - I 6 
Wliere the distance exceeds one mile and one half, and docs 
. not exceed two miles - . • 20 

And so inproportion for other disunces. 

N.B. The space betwixt the sund and taking up the fare is 
considered as part of the distance; And no fraction less than six- 
pence, either for distance or time b to be reckoned, 

RULE VL 
Respecting Fares calculated by Time. 

Every Hackney Coalmen has m optica of taking his faro 
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<j|^er according to the length of ground, or the time occupied in 
^ accommodation of the mier. 

Wr every forty minutes a Hackney Coach is in the service 

of the hirer • - ^ - • • lo 
For every twenty minuter afterwards ---06 
For' a full day (not exceeding twelve hours) and before 
twelve o'CIock at nighty and not exceeding twenty miles 18 6 

RULE VII. 

Retpeciing additUnal Fares depinding on the Priu ofQats* 

When the average price of Oats (computed according to the 
31 Geo. III. cap. 30,) (shall exceed 251. per quarter, the Com* 
missioners for Hackney Coaches may cause an addition to be 
made to the Fares, in the following proportions, Wz. 

For every fare amounting to 2r. the sum of - - 06 
For everv fare amounting to 41. the additional sum of I o 
And isu upon every increase of is, ihc additional sum of 6d, 

But such additional tare is not to be payable, unless the Coach 
be taken the full distance, or kept in waiting the full period for 
which the original fare is allowed, so as to intitle the Coachman 
to the full two miles or four miles, as the case may be ; and no 
increase shall take place until published by the Commissioners in 
the Gazzette, which increase may continue till thirty days after 
the average price of oats shall be reduced to one Guinea a quarter* 

But when the average price of onts is reduced to one Guicea per 
quarter, ilie following reductions must be made, viz. s, d. 
On all fares above 2x. and under 51. the sum of - 06 
On all fares amounting to 51 and under 'js. and 6d. - I o 
On all fares amounting to 'js, and 6d, and under lox. • I 6 
On all fares amounting to 10 s. and upwards - '20 
Of which reduction the Conmussioners lure to ^ive notice in the 

London Gazette* 

RULE VIII. 

Respecting Hackney Coaches plying at the Theatres and all Public 

Places. 

Hackney Coachmen placing their Coaches at the side of the 
street, while in waiting at Public Places, or in any situation where 
they do not usually ply, shall be considered as liable to be hired 
the same as if on the Stand \ and on c nnplaint to the Commis- 
tioners or the Magistrates, shall be lined tor refusal, unless the 
erson.so refusing, shall produce positive proof of being actually 
ired at the time. And when such proof is actually brought 
forward, reasonable compensation shall be made to the Coachman 
for loss of tune. 

N 
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RATES OF HACKNEY CHAIRMEN,. 

For the first hour (if paid by the hour) 
r For eveiy hour afterwards • . • • 
For every distance not exceeding a mile 
For one mile mile to one mile and a half ' 
For eveiy half miie afterwards . « • • 



I 6 

o 6 

X o 

o 6 



NB« If any Coachman or Chairman shall refuse to go at, or 

exact more for his fare than acconling to the rates herein before 
specified, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding ,^3. nor under lox.: 
and on misbehaviour, abusive lan^^uage, or otherwise, the Com- 
missioners an ! Justices may revoke his Licence, and infiict a 
penalty; and on non-payment, tiie offender may be committed to 
feldeweli and be kept at hard labour for thirty days. — ^See tht 
difftrent fnfoHies dciaiUd in page 6x in thit Tnaiisi* 
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Nuisances and Annoyances - 35 — 27--62 
Obscene Books and Prints - 6—49 

Offenders, prosecution of , - i£ 
* Offenders, punishment of - it 

Officers of the Night attending Watch- 
houses in Cities and Towns - 49—52 
Prisoners conveying to Gaol expenses ^ 
Profane Swearing, and penalties • 5— 5* 
Provisions, unwholesome, ditto - 2S— 62 
Rogiies and Vagabonds, ditto - 8, 9, m 
Soldiers, Billeting of . 34— -J9 

Soldiers (provision of Carriages for the 

same . - » 2^ — 

Summons - - - 4^ 

Taxes, Land Tax, Malt Tax, Excise 

Customs^ and Hawkers and Pedlars 30, 32 — 63 
Traitorous Conspiraiies against His Ma- 
jesty and Government - - 41 
Tythes, small - - - 
Warrants in general - - 46, 48 
Warrants of Distress, and making Distress 44 
"Weights and Measures, and Frauds com- 
mitted - - - 28, 29— 6» 
Constables, Expenses, how to be refunded to them - - 

Fees for specific Duties, and summary View of advantages 
Penalties for neglect of Duty (summary View thereof) 6^ 7^ 

Rewards for services performed - - ^l— ^6 6^ 

Abusing the Powers committed to them " " 4i 

D 

Dark Lanterns, Crows, and Picklock- Keys In the possession of persons 
apprehended - - - _ - ,j 

Dealers in Old Iron and other Metals, not to keep open Shop after 
dark - . . . _ 

Detection of Offenders - 

Disorderly Houses for Music and Dancing « - _ j ^ 

Distress, Duty of Constables in levying the same j - - 44, 4 ,; 
Dog-Stealing, Penalties relating thereto ... ^ 

Drays and other Carriages, Duty of Constables in respect to Drivers 

offending and penalties - - - _ 24—60 

Drunkenness, Duty of Constables respecting the Offence and penalties 4— 5S 



Elections, Duty of Constables in this respect . . 2» 
JEmbezzlement of a Constable in levying Distress, penalties relating 

thereto - - " " - ^5 

Escape of Prisoners, Duty of a Constable in this respect - 4a 



Excise Laws, ditto 
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Exemptions from serving the office of Constable (specification of 

persons) - - - - pagcLSiltf 

Expenses of Constables for certain public duties to be refunded ^ ^ 

High Constables in suppressing Riots, Sec. to be refunded 54. 
Constables in levying Distress to be refunded " * 
, Constables to be refunded by the Parish - 



Felonies, a specification of those punishable by Death - M 

Felonies subject to a less punishment - - - io. 

Felons may be apprehended without a Warrant - " L3 

Fires, Duty of Constables in this respect •• - ax 
Fire-works, Squibs, Rockets, &c. Duty of Constables respecting these 

Offences - - - - ib. 

Frauds in the sale of Provisions, ditto ditto - 2^ 

Penalties applicable thereto - - - 60, feA 



Gaming and the Lottery, Duty of Constables and penalties - 7 — 59 
Gardens and open Grounds, Offences committed there, and Penalties 

relative thereto - - - - '66 

Goods unlaw iully obtained, and Penalties relative thereto ' 1 1, 13 — 6 j 

Gunpowder, Duty of Constables in this respect - - 21 — 59 

♦ H 

Hackney Coaches, Penalties on Drivers for various Offences - fix 
Hawkers and Pt-dlars, Duty of Constables respecting Offences committed 30 

Hawkers and Pedlars, Penalties applicable thereto - - 6j 

High Constable, 5peclfic Duties and functions. Prelim. Observ. - xvi 
Houses, sec Distress 

Hue and Cry, Constable's Duty in jhis respect • '11 

I 

Implements of Housebreaking - - - i»> 13 

Incorrigible Rogues, description thereof - ' • ' 5 

Jews crying Bad :>hillings to be apprehended ix 
Juries, Duty of Constables in this respect 

J uries for the Coroner, ditto, ditto . - - 
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King and Royal Family, Conspiracies to injure them • 4% 



Land Tax ----- 3© 

I^ws respecting Alehouses - ' ' 2i 4 — 5* 

Army (Military Act) - - - 34 
Bawdy Houses and Brothels ' ' ' S. 

Bullock-Hunting - . - - 

Carts, Drays, and other Carriages on Streets and 

Highways - - - - H 

Constables, Penalties which may be inflicted on them 69, jo 
Cursing and Swearing - ~ ' i 

Disorderly Houses for Music and Dancing - 2 



INDEX 



Laws respecting Distress Warrants - - - page ^ 

Drunkenness - - - . 4, ^ 

Fires - - - - ~ii 

Fire -works - - . • 21, 

Gaming and the ILottery - ' - - 2 

Gunfiovvder - - - - a* 

Lewdness and Debauchery - - i 

LorsJs' Day (Breaches of) . - 2^ j 

Lxmatics - - • ' - 

Militia * " - - 21 

Offences (minor) penalties applicable thereto 58 — 67 

Provisions - _ _ - 2^ 

Public Nuisances - - . 25 27 

Revenue, Land and Malt Tax, Excise, Customs, and" ~ 

Hawkers, and Pedlars - - 30 — 3* 

Tunnilts and Riots - • -20. 

Tythes, small - _ - ^ 

Vagrancy - 8—10 

Watching - - - i—s^ 

Weights and Measures - - 2^ 

Lewdness and Debaucliery, Duty of Constables respecting this Offence, 

and penalties - - _ . g 

Lewd Books and Prints - - - - 4 

Loudon, particular duties of Constables in this jurisdiction (Prclerninary 

Observations) - - - . ^ xv 

Letter)', see Gaming 

Lunatics, Duty of Constables in this respect 
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Malt Tax, Duty of Constables in this respect - - 3© 

Militia Returns, the great labour attending the Duty, Prelim. Observ. xvi 
Militia, Duty of Constables relative thereto - ' iz 

Minor Offences - - - - . _ 

Misdemeanors (specification of the principal of these recognized by 

Staiute^aw) - - _ 

Mobs, Duty of Constables in this respect - - - 

N - 

Nuisances, Duty of Constables as it relates to these Offences 25, a6, 27 
Nuisances, Penalties applicable thereto • » 

o 

Obscene Books and Prints, Duty of Constables respecting this Offence fi 

Observation on the choice of Constables - - 

Office of Constable, Persons disqualified from serving - - 7j-— la 



Pawnbrokers Table of Interest allowed by Law, Appendix, No. IN. M 



Pawnbrokers, Penalties relative thereto - - - 6^, , 

PauiUics for offences relating to Alehouses, and Informers* share - 5^ 

Bullock hunting, ditto ditto - 6S 

Chimney-sweepers* boys, ditto - 62 

Coaches and Carriages, ditto - fia 

Corruption of Morals, ditto - 58 

Disorderly houses, - ditto - 5^ 
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Penalties fur Offences relating to Drunkenness, Informer's share page £S 

Gaining, and the Lottery, ditto - 52 

Gardens, &c. . ditto - 66 

Goods levied on by Distress, ditto - 4^ 

Goods unlawfully pawned, dittQl - 6,; 

Goods unlawfully obtained, ditto - 6^ 

Gunpowder and Fire-work», ditto ^8^ 53 

Hackney Coaches, - ditto 6> 

Hawkers and Pedlars ditto - 63 

Lewdness, - ditto - 5^ 

Nuisoiices, - ditto - jx 

Pawnbrokers, - ditto 63, 64 

Provisions, Bread, Sec. ditro - 6» 

Rogues and Vagabonds conccHled, ditto 

Swearing ditto - 58 

Stealing Dogs, - ditto - 6/1 

Weights and Measures, ditto - 61 

Police Constables, how appointed. Preliminary Observations - xi 

Prevention of Crimes (duty of Constables respecting this ofl'ence) 11, la, 13 

Profane cursing and swearing, ditto - - - ^ 
Prisoners apprehended, - ditto - - 14 — 48 — sx— 53 

Prosecution of Oftcnders, ditto - - lA 

Punishment of ditto, - ditto . - • i2 

o 

Qualifications of a Constable, Preliminar)' Observations - xiii 

Quartering of Soldiers and Marines • - • 34 — 39 

R 

Rent, see Distress. 

Rewards for apf)rehending Rogues and Vagabonds - 10 

Rewards for activity in execuUng the Laws - • - _j6^ 2I 

Rewards for prosecuting Offenders to Conviction - - ' 16^ 12 

Riots and Tumults, Duty of Constables in this respect - - aa 

Rogues and Vagabonds, description thereof . 8^ ^ 

Otfencc of concealing, penalties relative thereto 66 

Rubbish, see Nuisance. 

Rules and Orders for regulating Publicans, Appendix, No. L 79 — 83 

Rules apd Orders for regulating Watchmen and Patroles, Appendix, 

No. II. - . - . . 83—86 

Rules applicable to Hackney Coachmen's Fares in the Metropolis, Ap- 
pendix, No. IV. - . . . - *2 



Salt, Duty of Constables respecting Salt sold above the assize price jo 
Penalties relative thereto - - - 6 a 
Search Warrants, Duty of Constables in executing the same - 47 
Seduction of Soldiers from their allegiance • - 43 
Soldiers, Regulations for quartering. Officers, and Men - 34 — 39 
Regulations respecting Carriages, Sec. on a March - 39 — 41 
Regulations relative to Deserters - - ^ 4a 
Stolen Goods, Duty of Constables in searching Persons and Houses 14 — 47 
Streets and Highways, Duty of Cunsiablcs respecting Carts and Car- 
riages thereon 34. 
Siibstitute Constables, Observations on this class (Prelim. Observations) vii 
Summons, Duty of Constables relating tlicreto - 49 
|tw«AriiJg profanely, and penalties - • - 5 — 5! 
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Traitorous Correspondence - - - P*»gc ^ 

Tithes, Duty of Cunsublcs respecting Small Titlics - 

• 

V 

Yictuallers, sec Alehouses. 

w 

Warrants of Distress, Diity of Constables in this respect - 4.4^ 4s 

in general, Duty and Power of a Constable in this respect 4.6, 47 
Watchmen, injarge Towns, Duty of Constables of the Night - 43 
their Duty explainedjn apprehendingsuspicious characters 12,13 
and Patroles Rules and Orders, Appendix, No. II. 83 — 86 
Weights and Measures, Duty of Constables in this respect - 28 

in Westminster, Laws relative thereto - 25 
Penalties relative thereto - - ?z 

Westminster, Mode of chusing Constables in the City and Liberty 
(Preliininary Ob^rvations) - - - - jci 
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